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MADISON CHIMI-CHANGA PYRE WASTED TIME 


DIRT CHEAP SILK.SCREEN PRINTING! 
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Here's a bunch o' poop for ya, ‘cause I've been too busy to think of something clever ... 
Found on the internet: 
Obituary for Eldon Hoke (aka El Duce ) 
Bastard in Charge Eldon Hoke, also know as El Duce, a fixture on the Los Angeles Entertainment scene for the last 
Richard Black 20 years was killed Saturday evening, April 19, in Riverside, CA. His death was the result of being} 
hit by a train in a state of alcoholic intoxication. Mr. Hoke was best known as the drummer and 
lead singer of the rock group the Mentors. He rose to national prominence in 1985 as a result o 
Donny the Punk Lenny Lampel Pam Piffard he U.S. Senate (P.M.R.C.) hearings regarding “obscene lyrics" in rock music, which named 
eae a ence a gts publicly the Mentors as the worst exponent of such lyrics in music. In addition to his musical 
Greg Groovy Brian Lindgren Spag areer Mr. Hoke also was employed frequently as a bit player or extra in many motion picture, 
Alex Knight Marc Lopez Sport music video, and television productions. His comic visage and friendly manner made him a sho 
ws Ase Paul stig: box Ais Las business natural. Recently Mr. Hoke had appeared on the Jerry Springer Show in a show devoted 
jo eee Pan Atitioay oe an |fto Shock Rock, and in the National Enquirer and other tabloids domestically and international 
Little Artie Jim Peri Laurie Romano regarding his claim that he was approached by Courtney Love to kill Kurt Cobain. The last musical 
performance by Mr. Hoke was given on Friday, April 18th, at Al's Bar in Downtown Los Angeles. 
Mr. Hoke was born on March 24, 1958 in Seattle, Washington. He is survived in the by his mothe! 
Sales Representative and All Around Good Guy (Bastard!) and father, Mr. and Mrs. Walter Hoke of Seattle, WA, a brother, Steven Hoke, of Seattle, a sister, 
Ed Skinner Mrs. Christina Sherrod, of Renton, WA, a sister, Mrs. Annetta Boggs, of Los Angeles, an uncle, 
: David Hoke, an uncle, Charles Saltviet, or Portland, znd an aunt, Esther Moreland, of Woodland 
paar martial Hills. The loss is also grieved by his lifelong friends and group members of the Mentors, Eri 
: Carlson of Hollywood, CA and Steve Broy, of Riverside, CA. Donations in his memory can be 


Front Cover i 
Jello Biafra of Lard by Kelly Ann Brill made to the Salvation Army. 


Bastards at Large 





Distribution Management Other plugs: A new Down By Law full-length, entitled The Last of the Sharpshooters will be out 
Periodical Distributior Company. Ine /Publishers Circulation Corporation }ton Epitaph shortly; our friend, Mr. Smalley describes it as “a darker record than some of the othe! 
200 ieie2/9 stuff we've done.” Keep an eye out for that, and the “Superfucked” DBL 7” out on our tiny label, 
A D IN FORMATION inged Disk, as soon as | can get the art together (yes, it's been a very long time coming))... 
Book Your Own Fuckin’ Life is still available to stores through Mordam at (415) 542-6810. Single} 
DEADLINE FOR #39: JULY 20, 1997 opies can be gotten from us at P.O. Box §3, Nesconset, NY 11767 for $4 cash... There are 
ome zines on the Island that you should look out for, both jumping from photocopy to newsprint 
DEADLINE FOR #40: SEPTEMBER 20, 1997 ‘ormat: Journals of the Insane #4 ($2 cash from POB 7152, Garden City, NY 11530) feature: 
Wide x High INDIES MAJORS interviews with Suicide Machines, Screw 32, Pacifier, Let's Go Bowling, and Unwritten Law. | 
addition to loads of reviews, you get band photos, art and poetry. United We Stand ($2 cash fro 
Back Cover 7" x 10" $27500 _ $475.00 8 Dunton Ct., East Northport, NY 11731) has well-done interviews with Black Army Jacket, The} 
arped Weeble Wobbles, Tripface, Tribal War, Second Effort, Earth Crisis...Look for the 
hunderous Spazz to be playing on the Island this month...John Blenn, formerly of Good Time 
ie Pade ys 5" $110.00 $175.00 music paper, is now writing for stage and screen. See my pal Alana in Blenn’s Those Swingi 
nies eee Anzelones at the Purple Cow Playhouse in Hicksville from July 10 to July 20. Call (516)783-886 


$190 00 $325.00 


4 Page $60.00 $110.00 or tickets and info...I'm still doing Punk and Hardcore show listings for The Long Island Voice, 
iso send your flyers to P.O. Box 236, Nesconset, NY 11767. Also, send local band demos, 
ADVERTISING REQUIREMENTS: records, photos, zines, flyers and all that kind of shit to: The Long Island Voice, 393 Jericho 
Payment must accompany ad urnpike, Mineola, NY 11501, attn: Rob Wolliver. 
Make all checks payable to Under the Volcano, Inc Oh yeah! This issue contains the first short story submission we've received that | thought wa 


Make ads the right sizel 
Use biack ink on ail art 
All photos snouid be submitted as 85-line screen veloxes: no 
transparent tim or negatives 
Don't watt 'tii the last mirutel 
Press run is a minimum of 7,000 copies 
all Ed at 516/781-1905 if you have further ad questions. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: 


Prices for 6 bi-monthly issues “ p ear : 
USA tot Class $15/Canada and Mexico Air Mail $15 COLUMNS i.e iin smsressretiies 
Airmail to Europe or UK $30/ Overseas Surface Mai! $36 Interview: 2 


: Interview 
Send (US Funds) or Money Order made out to Check Payable to ; y SCS: 
Vital Music Mail Grder (NOT Under the Voicano -- this applies to Interview: JOHANN'S FACE RE 


subseripiions anty!} or well-concealed to: Vital Music Mail Order, Interview: KISS IT GOODBYE. 
P.Q. Box 210. New York, NY 10276. For the new Vital Music Interview: LARD : 
catalog, send $1 applicable to first purchase. ROACHCLIE 


DISTRIBUTORS: AOS (Long Tslauul Muse 
CAROLINE, DESERT MOON, DUTCH EAST, GET HIP, Sounds From the Drowning Poo 
PDC/PCC, RHETORIC, TOWER, VICTORY “Static Numbess”: A Short Story 
AUDIO RE Wecibuxsuccieesd 
‘By being a whore she's exercising her independence andj} SPORTS P. 
her feminist tendencies. She sees what she wants and shel] (CL ASSTFIEDS 
aKes it "- Rich being explained to why he was fondled : 


orth printing, “Static Numbness” by Rich Ristow. Yes, it's strange. Th-th-that's all folks! 














DUH PUNKS! It's pretty funny to hear a local band 
include a line that disses the paper that you've been 
working on for 6 years -- actually 7 if you consider 
the year that our first zine ran ("You mean there was 
one?" exactly bozo!). | know, it's pretty awful to 
always have the labor of a few reliable souls to fall 
back on through thick and thin, regardless of what 
happens in their personal lives, ranging from typical 
bullshit (car insurance, rent, food) and unusual 
bullshit (like having a neighbor threaten to snuff you 
out with a sniper rifle) that the paper still comes out 
like clockwork every two months.Shame on us... I'm 
sorry that | don't run to be on line to give rimjobs to 
every Pop Punk and Hardcore band that plops it's 
way onto the scene, but that's life, and I'd feel 
especially foolish since | have a collection of flyers 
from shows that featured bands that literally 
vanished overnight. | sincerely believe that there is 
no sense to sample the puckered starfish especially 
when you're not a seafood fan!! In recent weeks, 
I've heard some of the usual names have gotten 
another venue to host shows on Long Island. | 
thought this would be a cool thing, then | hear kids 
complaining about the size of the place, the sound, 
blah, blah, blah (the usual bullshit). | don't want to 
sound nasty but a whole fuckin’ slew of you are 
spoiled fuckin’ rotten. It's as simple as that!! A 
bunch of snot nosed fuckin’ pricks, and that's the 
bottom line. If you'd correspond with bands from 
shitsville USA you'd realize how fuckin’ lucky we are. 
While you and your run of the mill band sit around 
writing songs slagging some of our scene's key 
organizers, they are out there busting their rumps to 
find a decent hassle free place to play. As with any 
scene, no one should hold you back. You are all free 
to start a zine of your own. We suck, so deal with it 
and start publishing. If you slag us, fine; make sure 
you have your facts straight, and be man enough to 
take some of our heat. (Which I'll admit my 165 
pound body radiates a lot of). Having your little sister 
answering the phone saying you're not home, or 
"sleeping" isn't very punk, it's wuss-ish. As always, 
send us a copy so we can at least have a good 
laugh readin’ it on the shitter. 


HUG SOMEONE. 





Six Feet 
UnderGround 


Jim Peri 





i've read the lines before... tired, nothing new. kinda 
sucks. no progress. we repackage our own lives into 
new containers that we think will make us different, 
but it's always just the same. we think we're saying 
something new, thinking something new, doing 
something new--our egos are fat, our convictions are 
based almost entirely on them... blubbery, 
insubstantial, unhealthy, unflattering and basically 
just unfit for building upon. i'm convinced our culture 
is saturated in oppression envy. everyone wants to 
be the sufferer falling prey to the machinations of the 
man... everyone must create their own tormentor to 
explain away their fear and/or feelings of failure. and, 
surprise, i'm not here shit-talking about sally 
struthers' starving babies in guam, i'm talking about 
us, the fuckin spoiled american kids searching for 
an oppressor to explain why we're where we are, to 
give us an outlet for our spoiled american 
frustrations of having everything and doing nothing. 
we make up bullshit issues, we construct false 
antagonists, we sit around the house, spin the 
turntable and play pseudo-foot soldiers to the 
imaginary riots we write into our lyric sheets. we 
pretend we're making a difference by *not* doing 
things. as if there's any difference to make. the only 
difference is the action--action, my friend, action. 
stop talking, stop rallying the troops. there are no 
troops. we scream tired lines about how much we'll 
do once the time comes to do it. the time has passed 
and we haven't done it. these lines are tired and i've 
read them before--an old bitter man looking back on 
his days and seeing no progress made. bitterness is 
too sweet a stick, expectations of nothing and i'll spit 
it out because i believe in action. but i still feel the all 
too sickly kinship and the loyalties don't run dry--too 
much wasted breath but it won't stop my screaming. 
it's time for action, my friends spit the stick and bite 
at flesh, the blood will set you free. 
the movie update: i heard from sources that abc was 
such a pain in our ass about the potential shoot 
there last month cuz they had gotten word (from 
what seedy sources i know not) that the film's 
budget is $250,000--and that we were exploiting 
them by trying to figure out an inexpensive 
arrangement. just to try and figure out how one 
might have reached this sum as our budget, let's 
take a moment and go over our expenses: we get 
our equipment for free because i work at film/video 
arts (unpaid) in exchange for access when stuff's 
not being rented, we get our food on set for free 





because the producer, katie nisa, worked at dean 
anddeluca for four years and is on great terms with 
them so they hooked us up, we shoot the film on 
16mm short ends (which basically means it’s the 
cheap-ass film left over from melrose-type tv show 
shoots), we get a good deal on processing at duart 
cuz i work at fva, the entire cast is completely 
unpaid, the entire crew is completely unpaid, we 
have three core crew members--kate ben knight 
andme-—who live in the office because transportation 
is too expensive to cover... what am i forgetting? oh 
yeah, locations. we can't afford to pay for locations. 
most people let us shoot at their places for free cuz 
we screen them the dailies and they look un-fucking- 
believable. whatever. maybe it makes people feel 
better to think we're spoiled rich kids and that's why 
we're off our asses doing things. punk fucking rock. 


ELECTRO-SHOCKI 





Since Glam Rock was crushed by Nirvana and 
Co., music industry insiders and fans alike have 
been predicting "the next big thing." Well, this has 
been going on many years, way before the lipstick 
and spandex. But recently, more and more people 
feel as though they're "Nostradamus" and have that 
ability to predict musical shifts in popularity. Who 
gives a crap what is "going to be popular?" I've 
heard about all these prosperous or up-and-coming 
"scenes": Techno, Ska, Lounge, Pop, Rap/Metal etc 
etc. I'm sure most genres do well if you truly focus at 
it from various perspectives. Here's a thought: enjoy 
music for what it is. If you're open minded enough, 
indulge in all forms of music, not the scene 
associated with it. You'll probably learn a thing or 
two... 

When | was in 4th grade, | noticed something 
about myself. While | was listening to The Clash, 
Run DMC, Van Halen, UTFO (remember "Roxanne, 
Roxanne"?), and Pink Floyd, | was considered a 
musical freak. It was a time when Metalheads were 
Metalheads, Rap guys liked to breakdance, and 
mainstream, Z100 idiots were robots. Usually guys 
who listened to a certain form of music just hung out 
with that crowd and scorned the outsiders. Kids 
would prompt each other with questions like "What 
are you?" And the response would be something 
like, "Uh..a Metalhead." It could not be accepted that 
someone could listen to more than one form of 
music. That's when | started fuckin’ with people by 
saying "I listen to what | like." Simple statements like 
that scare off people. Fast forward to 1997: have 
things changed? None Of The Above Music is 
putting out a compilation CD this summer that's a 





Collection of diverse Long Island bands that fit under 


the Electronic umbrella. No, it's not called 495, it's © 


titled Blackout: Electronic Bands Drain Long Island's 


Power Resources." It will feature new tracks from 


The Aggression, Blind, Controlled Bleeding, Deep 
Fried Clams, Dystopia One, FIL, Journey Into 
Darkness, Mindframe, Nefarius, Neo-Cyber-Christ, 
Poly-Morph, Psycho-Horror Side 3, and Vaginal 
Cleansing Ritual. Despite the fact that each band is 
very different from one other, this CD was put 
together by those bands because they're all friends 
utilizing electronics in their music. Hopefully, this CD 
will help bring back some new life to the eroding 
Long Island Electronic scene. There will be a CD 
release show where most of these bands will 
perform. Details to be announced shortly. And 
oh......for those looking for that next big thing, look 
no further than in Rich Black's shorts. 





time since | graced the pages of UTV but I've been 
a very busy man. As you can see, there will be no 
more "Slag Party USA" -- not because I've changed 
my ways and decided to start kissing ass, au 
contraire. If anything, I'm more apt to really throw 
battery acid in your face if you so deserve it, so 
anything goes here, dig? On to brass tax: When | 
was doing "Slag Party USA," there was this huge 
emptiness deep inside my psyche that caused me to 
retaliate in such a way that certain bands got eaten 
alive by my unforgiving criticism, some justified, 
others just a voodoo doll for my own frustration. Why 
| felt this way is beyond me -- after all, | was 
fortunate enough to be in some of LI's cooler bands, 
varying in degrees from the wild garage punk of The 
Sporting Bachelors (probably the last real garage 
band to hail from LI -- hell, we even did an LP on 
Dionysus, for chrissakes) to the folk punk of The 
Vicious Beatniks to the melodic hardcore of Big Sniff 
(people still talk about how great Big Sniff was) to 
the space trash noise of Wildcat Transistor 
Outfit....well, you get the idea. 

Anyway, all that time off got me thinking, "What the 
hell are you doing Joe??? You're only 33 years old 
and you're acting like a fucking old man. WHAT 
ARE YOU GOING TO DO ABOUT IT???" It was 
this realization that gave me my second wind -- | got 
on the horn with some people, bought a computer, 
a printer and a whole recording setup, and came to 
the decision that if | want to create something to 
shove in the faces of this culturally underdeveloped 
sandbar then I'm going to have to do it myself. As of 
this writing, not only am | in the process of writing 
music and starting another amazing band (feel free 
to slag us when | do, we can use the publicity), but 
in the future this column will grow into a full fledged 
magazine covering the deepest and darkest corners 
of LI that mommy and daddy didn't want to tell you 
about along with the usual cool garage shit and 
semi-naked gogo girls in cages (how else do you 
think I'm going to sell the damn thing). 

Uh oh, I'm running out of space already??? In the 


words of Rich Black while he's fumbling around on 
my friends (especially the ones that | broke bread 
and made peace with recently) and fans (all ten of 
them!!!) who wanted me to come back and share my 


wild words of wisdom with the masses. As for every 
one else, well...ah fuck it, I'm in a good mood today. 


“Tales of... 


Lust aud Woe 
GREG ROSS 






Weird things seem to follow me wherever | go, so 
| always seem to have a story to tell. One of my 
favorites involves Marilyn Manson -- you know, the 
band that was to evil to play the OZfest at Giants 
stadium? Well, I'm in beautiful Syracuse, NY, the pit 
where | grew up. The Lunachicks are opening for 
Marilyn and the boys (or is that girls?) in Syracuse, 
and | figure it's a good excuse to go home and visit. 
My mom's never been to cool with the whole label 
thing, so | thought maybe if she sees a Go-Kart 
band in front of a big crowd she'll lay off the Jewish 
guilt for awhile. Now | know what you're thinking -- 
"How stupid is this idiot to bring his parents to a 
Marilyn Manson show?" -- but | planned to make 
sure they left well before the dark knight took the 
stage. Just long enough to see the Lunachicks in 
front of 1,000 people, be impressed, stop telling to 
get a real job, and leave. A perfect plan. Like | said, 
this was Syracuse, and it was the winter, so the 
temperature hit a beautiful -4. | get to the club at 
around 6:00 to find out there's no heat. Great. The 
parking lots are already starting to fill up with kids, 
but no one gets out of their cars because its -4. | call 
my parents and make sure they know exactly when 
the Lunachicks are playing and | tell them where to 
meet me so | can take them in the backstage way. 
Am | cool or what? By around 7:00 kids start lining 
up. By 7:10 the club owner takes a look at the kids 
in line and starts freaking out. He calls in more 
security and decides to frisk every person entering 
the club. There was over 500 people in line by the 
times doors open, and each one got an inspection 
that would make a Southern cop proud. Everyone in 
line was freezing, so they did what any 
semi-intelligent group of people would do: They 
started burning things. Little fires flared up and down 
the line. Imagine how much the club loved that. 

Around 8:30 | start wondering where my parents 
are. They're late and the Lunachicks are about to go 
on. | keep popping my head outside but to no avail. 
| call home, no answer so | figure they're on the way. 
The Lunachicks hit the stage, no parents. The 
Lunachicks leave the stage, no parents. Oh well. I'll 
just call them and tell them not to come. Stil,| no 
SRS CR Bi oer ser poste emerge eataciey Een Or 

At 9:30 to the chants of "Manson," everyone's 
satanic heroes start to play. But to everyone's shock, 
they leave the stage after three songs. Fifteen 
minutes go by and they reappear, for three more 
songs. The whole room goes black and stays that 
way. | walk outside to see if my parents have shown 
up and see a fight in parking lot. It seems that 
Marilyn has been complaining that he is getting 






shocked on stage, so he's done for the night. The 
promoter threatens a law suit, and since lawyers are 
scarier than the devil. Marilyn and the girls hit the 
stage for a third time. “This club fucking sucks,” 
cried Marilyn, "So we're going to do three more 
songs but only if you promise to destroy this place!” 
Seeing as how the kids are sheep, they followed his 
orders. Within seconds paneling was being ripped 
from the ceiling, the annoying neon beer signs were 
shattered on the floor, beer and beer bottles were 
flying everywhere and the club owner was no where 
to be found. Halfway through the first song a piece 
of paneling hit Marilyn in the forehead. Here's a guy 
who cuts himself on stage, blows a guy from NIN in 
front of his parents, and all of sudden he freaks out 
over a little cut. So again they're gone. The kids start 
a cheer "Fuck this club" and some genius working 
the board starts to play Marilyn over the PA. The tour 
manager takes the stage and tells the crowd that 
since they screwed up by hitting Marilyn in the head, 
the show is over. A cry of boos starts up but dies 
quickly when a renegade fan jumps on stage and 
yells, "Fuck Marilyn Manson, we paid for this show 
and they couldn't even play." As quickly as they were 
lead to violence before, they started to chant "Fuck 
Manson!" By now the riot cops have come running 
in and the whole place is a mess. The Manson bus 
outside is surrounded by angry fans throwing things 
and more police get called in to escort them to their 
hotel. The club itself is a mess -- over $4,000 in 
damage -- and they didn't include equipment. One 
kid is sitting on the side in tears, so | walk over, 
figuring he got hurt. | ask him if he's ok and he looks 
up and says "This was the only club in town that 
would do cool shows, now they never will again. It's 
back to bad Metal hair bands." | walk away laughing 
at the irony of his comment because -- let's face it -- 
Marilyn Manson is a bad Metal hair band. | get home 
and there are my parents, watching the 11:00 news 
in horror. Guess what the lead story was? "Riot at 
Marilyn Manson show!" It gets worse; the club 
owner comes on and says, "The band was 
complaining of being shocked but we think they just 
wanted a night off. The opening band, the 
Lunachicks, had no problem, so we know the 
system was okay." That quote was in all the news 
for the next week, even picked up by the AP 
newswire. So much for my plan. Now my Mom asks 
me when I'm going to move home and get a real job. 

The rest of this is going to be an advertisement sort 
of...but it's for a good cause so read on and shut up. 
On June 29th at Tramps in here in beautiful 
Manhattan, Go-Kart will be presenting a benefit 
concert for Hale House. All the profits from the 
concert entitled Go-Kart Vs. The Corporate Giant: 
The Benefit Concert and Auction will go to Hale 
House, which is America's oldest child care facility 
for children addicted to crack or alcohol, and those 
that are born HIV positive. The bands playing will 
include Lunachicks, Weston, Furious George, Silent 
Majority, Sea Monkeys, Black Velvet Flag, Doc 
Hopper, and more. We will be announcing more 
bands in the upcoming weeks. The show will start at 
noon and run till about ten. Obviously, there will be 
reentry at the door. Along with concert, Go-Kart will 
take over Tramps Cafe where we will hold a label fair 
and auction. Labels from all over the country will be 
participating. We will also be auctioning off tons of 
cool items. For more information check out 
http://members.aol.com/gokartrec/Benefit.htm! 
including band updates, which labels are 
participating and what items will be auctioned off. 
Again, all the profits go to Hale House, so come and 
bring your money, it's for a good cause. 





Barkmarket is one of the surviving 
Noise/Rock bands based out of Brooklyn, 
NY. Besides having a few albums out that 
kick ass, singer/guitarist Dave Sardy is an 
up and coming producer (Orange 9mm, 
Helmet, Cop Shoot Cop) who has been 
taken under the wing of producer/label 
guru Rick Rubin (Red Hot Chili Peppers, 
Beastie. Boys). Rubin runs the label 
Barkmarket called home, ° American 
Recordings, and | just found out that some 
funky shit has been going on between 
those two parties. This rogue reporter had 
to get to the bottom of it, and went down 
to Brownies in NYC during the IMF to see 
Barkmarket play and __ interrogate 
them...-BazTurd 


Under the Volcano: Basically, | called the 
label [American Recordings] the other day 


to see what was up with the show... 
Dave Sardy: They were like "who?" 
UTV: Exactly. They said, "Oh no, they 
haven't been on the label." | just wanted to 
see if there was any crazy story behind it. 
Dave Sardy: It was funny...I'm really good 
friends with the owner [Rick Rubin] of the 
label and all the A&R people. We're all 
buddies and stuff. We put out this record 
[L.Ron] and we were on tour. | was like 
"Hey...it doesn't even feel like the album's 
out." And they were like "Well, we're 
trying.” And basically they were like” We 
want to put out your records. We really 
NYE Talo Com o0) @tolU 1 ay AV lu ant Zo 10 [aug -tor0) ol — om oL0] WN -1 
_ don't know what to do with them." We 
, were like "Cool" because they had us 
locked in for a really long time. | signed 
the deal with them when | was 23, and |'m 
30 now. 
UTV: Wow. 
Dave Sardy: |'m a different person. We're 
ali pretty excited to be just scott-free. We 
got a great deal with a label in Europe 
called Play It Again Sam. We're signed to 
them in Europe, and they're really good 
peopte. Europe is moving ahead and 
everything's going really well over there. 
~UTV: Anything cool planned domestically? 
“Dave Sardy: Yeah. We're actually writing 


right now. We've got half an album 
written, maybe a little bit more. And we're 
going to record it. We have a studio... 
UTV: Is that Dessau studios? 

Dave Sardy: No. We have a place out in 
Williamsburg. We have an 8-track place 
where about four cuts on the last record 
were done 8-track at that place. Now we 
got some better gear there. It just sounds 
great, and it's simple and limited. 

UTV: Will there be a Heaven's Gate 
theme to the next record? 
Dave Sardy: Oh yeah. 
Heaven's Gate. 

UTV: Now let me ask you the ultimate 
question here: Since you obviously been 
following the Heaven's Gate stuff... 


I'm all over 


Dave Sardy: I've been trying not to. 
UTV: | got on the web site the other day. 
Dave Sardy: Did you? It's so hard to get 
on! 

UTV: | just got right through. There's a lot 
of reading involved... 

Dave Sardy: Do you feel like you want to 
L(a’mn come (0) an cal —mere)aal-1 Wg 

UTV: Naah. 

Dave Sardy: Are you sure? 'Cuz | kind of 
feel like I'm close to it. | feel it's the next 
step for me, logically. 

UTV: They have been talking in the news 
about maybe other groups possibly trying 
to rendezvous with them and... 

Dave Sardy: Barkmarket was thinking 
about rendezvousing with them, but 
ultimately, we sent out some psychic 
feelers by killing all of our close relatives, 
E Tate M or |-ter- 1 NV -Mat- NVA-10M LAL =1- 1K fl ox- (ol. @l ice) an) 
anybody, so we're not going to do 
Evan yadallare p 

UTV: Is Rick Rubin in charge of that: cult? 
Dave Sardy: No. He's much morg.into the 
Eastern religions. He's kind of an-incense 
and pornography kind of a guy. |'m into 
that as well. 

UTV: Is he into UFOs? 

Dave Sardy: How can you NOT be into 
UFOs? UFOs are like the succubus and 
incubus for the ‘90s. 

UTV: Do you think Rick Rubin should 


chop his beard off? 

Dave Sardy: No. Definitely not. Have you 
ever seen that Beastie Boys video with 
allan We-laleMcal-m ol-r- Ine ig 

UTV: Yeah. 

1BE-\Z=ah-F- 1 ce ) Va a=) Aum (0) ao (0) 0 (0) GH [MM [ole] <<) 
much better hanging out with Billy 
Gibbons with that beard. He's actually a 
great guy, and a big music fan...and a 
friend. 

UTV: Are you still tight with him even with 
i(ak-maate)(-wavaal-1aler- lam caliare ig 

Dave Sardy: The whole American thing -- 
like | said -- was mutual. We split on all 
really amicable terms. Such a small label. 
I've done records for the label, and they've 
(olo}at-molU] mug -Yere) co l-MmaYAA-Mal-]ale B-lale MV -m e-2e- 1 


friends. | know where they're at with the 
kind of things they're trying to do, and 
what they're up to. 

UTV: How did everything go working with 
the Helmet guys? 

Dave Sardy: It was great. [Turns into a 
brief conversation about the sequencing 
problems on Betty]. 

Uy AY ewan olen elgexolU lel] ate mel fe lmmerelaaliare el oltg 
Dave Sardy: I'm doing a band for 
Immortal called Far. | start on Monday 
Talon (al-\¥a cme -1-1 | \Vamerele) Ma Mal-1a i Ma alme (eli ale Br] 
band in Belgium that's amazing called Evil 
Superstars. They're so good, | don't even 
know how to describe it. Kind of a 
combination of John Lennon and The Fall, 
if you can imagine it. They're really 
wonderful. John Lennon meets The Fall 
meets Captain Beefheart...meets the 
Pixies! It's melodic but twisted, and great 
lyrics and simple...I'm totally freaking out 
over it. [turns into a conversation about 
The Pixies]. 

UTV: [Bassist John Nolan walks over] Hi. 
John Nolan: Hi. John Nolan. 

UTV: Nice to meet you. What do you eat 
that makes you go crazy on stage? 
Spinach or something like that? 
Dave Sardy: It's actually cardboard and” 
water. : 

John Nolan: [Hands a glass of water with 
bits of cardboard in it] Want a taste? = 
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the unwary while playing guitar in a Hardcore 
band named Neglect a few years back, but 
has turned his string slinging talents toward 
the more "musical" end of the spectrum in his 
new band, Cleanser, who've just released their 
first full-length, Grime, on None of the Above. 
This interview was conducted through snail 
mail by Mr. Hymson, who acerbically prodded 
Derek and vocalist Christian at times to the 
point of them ably returning his fire. | really like 
this interview, it is good-naturedly sarcastic 
and unpretentious on both sides. Nice going 
all around.-Rich 


Under the Volcano: What separates Cleanser 
from the hundred other LIHC bands? 
Christian: We never follow one specific type of 
sound with our music. Probably the only way 
someone could tell it was Cleanser would be 
my vocals. Keith and Derek are very versatile 
and can pull off lots of different styles perfectly. 
Now, I'm not saying that other LIHC bands are 
not capable of that, | just think bands stick to 
the formula that works for them. 

Derek: Originality. We play what we want, it's 
music to make us happy. | never tried to copy 
anyone Sometimes my influence shines 
through, but it is my own style. Ever since | first 
started playing guitar, | tried to stand out. When 
Neglect started, we sounded different from 
everyone else. It's a different story now, but 
Neglect can still hold its own now. That is what 
I'm trying to do with Cleanser: 

UTV: Chris, do you think your unique vocal 
style will help or hurt Cleanser commercially? 
Christian: At one point | was horrible. That 
definitely worked against us. Now my vocals 
are “unique,” which | don't know how to take. | 
think my vocals fit the unique sound of 
Cleanser. So more than likely, open minded 
people will decide on the overall package. | 
also think the commercial public is closed 
minded, so | can't see us having a huge 
commercial following. If anything, | see 

us having a grassroots following, like Neurosis. 
UTV: In 1997, do you think HC is still an 
exciting form of musical expression? 

Derek: No, it has become a trend. A big, 
overblown trend. "Let's make people dance, 
bust it up." Oh well. | liked it when it was 
Neglect, Mind Over Matter, Berzerkers, 
Putdown, Disciplinary Action...a real close 
scene 

UTV: Name some music you listen to that 
would turn off tough guy HC fans? 
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Derek at one time stomped the eardrums of . 





Christian: Veruca Salt rules. If they had male 
singers, crossover HC fans would love them. 
Hole, Bikini Kill, Sunny Day, Into Another, 
Smashing Pumpkins, L7, NOFX. Right now | 
love Jewel. Pieces of You is by far the best 
major label CD (non Metal or HC) in years. Her 
lyrics are written the way lyrics should be, 
thought provoking and insightful. 

Derek: Tori Amos, Sunny Day Real Estate, 
Paradise Lost, My Dying Bride, Anthrax, 
Overkill, Jane's Addiction, Kreator, Death 
Metal, Thrash, King Diamond, Sabbath. Pretty 
much everything, but | don't listen to a lot of HC 
these days. 

UTV: Derek, if Neglect were around today, 
would you be as big as VOD? 

Derek: Shit, do | really have to answer this? It's 
two different styles. Some people will like us, 
some will like them. It's like me asking you, "If 
Sorrow were around now, would you be as big 
as Internal Bleeding?" [Hymson was in Sorrow]. 
UTV: Chris, I've heard you speak on the topic 
of sexuality during Cleanser shows. What do 
you think of Ellen coming out? 

Christian: Someone close to me came to 











terms with their own sexuality. | saw what 
impact it had on my whole family. That is why | 
talk about it. | think most of America doesn't 
accept homosexuals. No matter what is said, it 
is not accepted. The term, "coming out of the 
closet’ sounds like they should be hiding 
something. When a person is well respected 
and liked (like Ellen), people might realize that 
gay people are everyday people. So kudos to 
Ellen for announcing she is gay...fuck her 
because her show sucks. 

UTV: Chris, is a live setting a chance to explain 
your lyrics, or is it just time to rock? 
Christian: To the point that it is preachy...no, 
definitely not. But when you have a strong 
feeling about lyrical content, there is nothing 
wrong with a simple explanation. Rocking out 
always helps. Both are extremely therapeutic, 
and we need all the help we can get. 

UTV: Will Cleanser ever evolve to the point 
that the term HC will not apply to you? 

Derek: We never were Hardcore. Do you 
honestly think Cleanser sounds like early SOIA 
or Krakdown? | love those bands, | just don't 
think Cleanser ever sounded Hardcore. 








Although you can hear some Burn influence, 
because they were the best Hardcore band. 
UTV: If you had a choice to play a show with 
25 ta Life or Deicide, who would you 
choose...and why? 

Christian: Deicide is a good band, even 
though they are nazi's. 25 ta Life are a great 
band and totally support the HC/DIY scene. 
Some things mean more than saying, "Guess 
who we are playing with?" 

Derek: | would choose Deicide and get 25 ta 
Life in on it, so we would both win. 

UTV: Can music get faster than Brutal Truth or 
slower than Winter? 

Derek: Yeah. With computers...or a lot of 
drugs. 

UTV: If Rick from 25 ta Life decided to wear 
tight leather pants from now on, would that 
trend catch on? 

Christian: We played a show in Connecticut 
last year. Voorhees from England played 
before us. During their set a fight breaks out. 
Tons of kids start brawling. Rick from 25 ta Life 
stands on a pool table and raises his hands in 
peace, and simply says, "Yo". The whole club 
stops fighting and starts clapping. So my 
answer is, Rick can start doing the "Macarena" 
during Keepin’ It Real," and do you know what 
25 ta Life fans would say? "Hey, Macarena.” 
Derek: Rick can wear a tutu and it will catch 
on. He deserves it because he got where he is 
through dedication. 

UTV: How bad does it suck to be on None Of 
The Above Records? 
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Christian: Hey, you are NOTA alumni...you tell 
me. All | know is that the Tension, Justice 
Unknown, and Kill Your Idols records all rule. 
UTV: What '80s Metal bands influenced 
Cleanser? 

Christian: Unlike Derek, | was into a lot of 
Glam. But besides that, Maiden, WASP, 
Megadeth, Exodus, Helloween, Warlock, COC, 
DRI, SOD, Anthrax, Suicidal, Slayer. Some 
early '90s stuff like Pantera, Exhorder, Sacred 
Reich, Prong, Sepultura. 

UTV: My favorite Cleanser song is "Soothe the 
Irritation." Would you ever write new material in 
that short, fast, simple style, again? 
Christian: It's not up to me...even though | 
would love it. 

UTV: What do you look for in a woman? 
Christian: Smoking, getting drunk, cheating, 
UCK! A girl who won't harp on the fact that | 
sing for a band. Very attractive, but not 
beautiful. A girl who will get more attractive as 
your feelings for her develop. |'m also attracted 
to someone who has goals in life, a good 
student, HC integrity, someone who is not a 
cheese-ball. Oh yeah, someone who doesn't 
play games. Basically, the complete opposite 
of myself. 

UTV: Name some LIHC bands and tell us why 
they suck? 

Christian: Every LIHC band could kick my ass. 
Ask Derek, he ain't afraid of no one. But | listen 
to Kill Your Idols, Synapse, Motive, Day In The 
Life, Fall Victim, Tension, Silent Majority, Leech 
Implant, GlassJaw, and Disenchanted 
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UTV: If a Cleanser fan told you they love your 
CD but never read the lyrics, how would you 
feel? 

Christian: Disappointed, but | don't expect 
them to agree with me or understand me. | 
guess | can relate because | always listen to 
Dystopia One... just not the drums. [Played by 
Mr. Hymson] 

Derek: |'d tell him, lucky for you. Or tell him to 
read them and explain them to me. 

UTV: Derek, why do you play a Warlock? 
Derek: It's all | can afford. | had a red one first. 
| traded it for this shit ass Ibanez with the silliest 
shape. Then | bought the white Warlock for 
$150, put in the EMGs, then my man Randy 
"D" gave me a black one. It has the best 
shape, it defines heaviness. | have other 
guitars, but | like the Ibanez. | always wanted a 
flying V, or a Jackson V, oh well...I'd like to add 
thanks to Mike and UTV for the interview. Look 
out for the Misc. CD coming out this summer 
on Gain Ground Records. It has me on guitar 
and bass, Pete Motive on drums, and various 
vocalists, including Rick from 25 ta Life, Jamey 
from Hatebreed, Mike from No Redeeming, 
Georgie from Mind Over Matter [and Day In 
The Life], Tommy from Silent Majority, Daryl 
from GlassJaw, Dan from One4One. Thanks to 
everyone for reading this and for the support. 
Peace. 


Christian: Thanks to LIHC, the biggest LI 
music scene. UTV has always supported it and 
should continue doing so. Keep up the good 
work. & 
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| recently got a chance to interview Marc, 
one of the co-owners of Johann's Face 
Records. It was done over that nifty tool 
called email, and it was pretty impromptu. 
This is a great Punk label that puts forth 
some of the lesser known bands in the 
scene like Cletus, The Strike, and Not 
Rebecca. | wanted to do this interview 
because it isn't often you find a label so 
diverse with such a high level of quality. 
Johann's Face records are available at most 
good DIY stores and are always a pleaser. 
Thanks to Mr. Black for settin' this up, and 
look for the new Traitors 7" out now.Write 
Johann’s Face, POB 479164, Chicago, IL 
60647.-Myk 


Under the Volcano: How many releases 
are on Johann's Face records? 

Marc Ruvolo: We're just about to release 
numbers 32 and 33. 

UTV: Why did you pick the name Johann's 
Face? 

Marc Ruvolo: It was originally a drunk joke 
but later we realized that we wouldn't have 
to worry about conflicting with any other 
labels named Johann's Face. Who the hell 
would want to name their label Johann's 
Face? | think we're pretty safe. 

UTV: What do you look for when signing a 
band? 

Marc Ruvolo: Good music first and 
foremost followed by some sort of ethics 
(Non-racist/ sexist/homophobic) 
followed by some stability as 
humans and a sense of humor. 
UTV: Do you book your bands' 
tours, or do they book 
themselves? 

Marc Ruvolo: The bands all 
book their tours themselves 
but | help sometimes because 
I've booked a lot of — # 

my own — bands 
Empathy/Traitors). 

UTV: Has the MTV Punk 
generation affected your 
sales? How? 

Marc Ruvolo: | guess we saw 

a little upsurge from more kids 
getting into Punk but thankfully 
that's all over and now hopefully 
the bands can get their egos in 
check and we can get back to 

making Punk records. 

UTV: What record has sold the most 
copies for you? What's an average 
amount of copies sold for a release on your 
label? : 

Mare Ruvolo: Probably The Smoking 
Popes Get Fired which sold about 10,000 
copies, but the average for most releases 
tops out at about 3,000 copies. 

UTV: What factors do you consider most 
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important in getting distribution for your 
records? 

Marc Ruvolo: Dealing with people who care 
about Punk/DIY ethics as opposed to just 
"moving units". I'm apt to be more patient 
with small fledgling distros in terms of them 
paying on time and for really small ones we 
usually pay the shipping ourselves so that 
they can get the records out and not lose 
their shirts in the process. 

UTV: What have you found to be the best 
mode of advertising? 

Marc Ruvolo: Zines. | love to read them, so 
| stay abreast of what's going on usually. | 
do a lot of ads in smaller zines 'cause most 
big Rock mags don't care about little labels, 
and I'm a sick person who actually likes to 
read endless record reviews. 

UTV: Do you still have a day job? If so, 
what is it? 

Marc Ruvolo: No, this is my only job. | get 
by just barely, but at least | don't have a 
goddamn boss 

UTV: Do you do this as a career or hobby? 
Marc Ruvolo: It's my 

career. | have no where else to go, and | 
don't really get 
sick of 
Punk 


PAs 


ock 

s Remoneed 
some reason, 
| still love it. No trip hop 
jungle for my ass! 


oe 











. ~ 
¢: 

& |; 

As ly 


<< 
themselves at the same 
time. Or when people just 
rumor monger to get attention. 


UTV: Who can we look forward to this year 
on JF? 

Marc Ruvolo: A new No Empathy album, a 
compilation called Marc's A Dick and Gar's 
Drunk: The Johann's Face Story (Gar's my 
partner) that has all the Johann's bands on 
it; a Scared of Chaka/Traitors split 7", an 
Oblivion/God's Reflex split 7", a new Cletus 
album, and a 7" by a band called the 
Alkaline Trio. And probably a lot more. 
UTV: What advice would you give to a 
person starting a label or zine? 

Mare Ruvolo: Don't, there's already too 
many record labels out there. Start a 


publishing company or something. 


UTV: Are you a Star Wars fan, and what do 
you think of the current wave of Punk Star 
Wars fans? For example, all the Straight 
Edge bands that use Star Wars images for 
their shirts. Do you feel that this is Punk, or 
they just capitalizing on trends? 
Mare Ruvolo: | like Star Wars and | like 
Science Fiction in general, but | wish all 
those people would realize that there's a lot 
more cool SF stuff in books published every 
day. | think Star Wars has been beat into 
the ground in terms of band names and 
imagery though. It's always been 
Punk to steal images from 
popular culture, but some are 
just more clever than 
ee It's time to move 


"UT: What's your 

opinion of us, 

the press? Do 

& we help or 


hurt the 


Pt eneak 
be scene? 
Marc 
Ruvolo: | 
like Rock 


Dee, 


music 
criticism 
when it's 
construc 
tive and 
tells me 
something 
about a 
music. 
hate it ae 
people use a 
review to prove 
how _ creatively 
they can slam a 











band and aggrandize 


The press is definitely necessary to 
Punk and the crazier the better: this way 
everyone can have a voice, not just the 
musicians. © 
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Featuring former members of bands celebrated for 
their lack of musical subtly, Kiss It Goodbye's first 
full-length, She Loves Me, She Loves Me Not... 
[Revelation] is a reality construct collapsing on itself 
beneath the weight of everyday living: the mental 
debris of broken promises, boldfaced lies, and 
desperate grapplings for self-worth are smeared 
over a shit-stained maelstrom that doesn't let up 
from the first frantic harmonics in "Helvetica." Kiss 
It Goodbye is the sound of the baby in a dumpster, 
the revenge fuck, or a face slammed through a 
windshield. Myk spoke to Keith, guitarist, at St. 
Mark's Pizza before the band played a raging set at 
CBGB's, and it's important to note that Keith 
allowed himself to be exposed raw in portions of this 
interview, and the opinions expressed are his -- not 
the entire band's -- and his alone.... Have a nice 
fucking day.-Rich 


Under the Volcano: So you're on the last date of 
your second US tour? 

Keith: First US tour. 

UTV: Well, you went home for a couple of weeks to 
Seattle for a week didn't you? 

Keith: Yeah, still one tour though. 

UTV: What were the good spots, bad spots? 
Keith: Christ, hard to say.... umm the tour was three 
weeks as us, Unsane, and Sweet Diesel. Unsane, it 
was their tour. Their booking agent set it up, so it 
was done for them and they were kind enough to 
add us to the bill. We missed a lot of places where 
if we booked the tour we would have played, but 


because they had been there in the passed couple 
of months we didn't. Like, we didn't play 
Minneapolis, Chicago, Wisconsin, and Florida. So, 
a lot of places | know that could have been good we 
missed. It seemed like a lot of the tour, a lot of like 
the bands, or hardcore kids, and people weren't so 
psyched to come to the show because it wasn't like 
a hardcore show. You know, it was us and the 
Unsane. We played like eight or nine shows by 
ourselves and just about all of those shows were 
fucking great. Ya know, maybe a little smaller, a little 
more chilled and relaxed, less club rock and roll. 
And all those little shows went really well, like in 
Boston, and we did a little show in Denver, that was 
fun. With the Unsane the best shows were in San 
Francisco and Austin, Texas. Those shows were 
amazing. San Francisco was fucking monstrous: we 
played on the same stage as that Slayer played on 
last time, so | was psyched. 

UTV: [laughs] So you're on Revelation now as 
opposed to Victory in the past with other bands. 
Keith: | was never on Victory. 

UTV: Explain. 

Keith: Me and Tim Singer were never on Victory 
Records. We recorded Fixation On A Co-Worker 
with Deadguy for Engine Records. We had a big 
falling out with Engine. We were dropped, released, 
quit, whatever you want to say, and the record 
subsequently went to Victory. Between that time we 
did the first tour... that was a disaster. Me and Tim 
actually left Deadguy. Deadguy at that time had 
broken up, and other members of the band kept it 
together to get the record released on Victory. So | 
didn't sign anything with Victory, and neither did Tim 
Singer. And subsequently we haven't seen shit from 
it and it's kind of unfair, but we'll deal with it. 

UTV: Revelation is many times bigger than it once 
was when it was known as a hardcore label. What 
have they been able to do for you? 

Keith: Umm, shit, they've done a lot for us. Christ, 
they have given us basically whatever we've asked 
for. We wanted a certain budget so we were able to 
record the album with Billy Anderson, a producer 
that we wanted to work with. They gave us that. 
They spotted us money so we could buy a van. They 
have done killer, | mean killer, promotion and 
advertising on this entire tour. Every club we've gone 
to our posters have been up and in a lot of cities they 
have done co-op ads with the club and us. They're 
just fuckin’ killer, they're treating us like gold. 

UTV: So how does it feel to be a big radio star? 
Keith: [laughs] | don't know, because | don't 
understand it. Ladies and gentleman, Ron Grimaldi 
is here. Grab a seat Ron. 

UTV: Grab a seat Ron! 

[Some kid in the back ground states that the band 
got free clothes]. 

Keith: Yeah, Revelation gave us lots of free clothes: 
we got hooded sweatshirts and stuff. Radio star? | 
don't know, | mean, this week | just found out that 


we broke the Top Ten at CMJ. And the Top Ten at 
HITS, and that's cool ‘cause we're Top Ten and it 
feels great but | don't know what that means. It's like, 
suddenly random people on the street aren't 
swooning over me or anything. People are still 
asking me for change and calling me a c*cksucker 
when | say no. So..[laughs] | was in Seattle and Ms. 
Laurie Romano the photographer was there, and 
some little punk, douchy, scummy kid goes "Hey, 
you gotta a quarter man?" And | said "No," and he 
said, "Straight Edge sucks." And | am walking down 
the street and it took me half a block to realize that 
he was talking to me because | was wearing a 
Revelation work shirt that they had given me. | was 
like, "Well, little fucking dickwad is still stuck in a 
stigma of six years ago." Trust me, everybody at 
Revelation, booze hounds! 

UTV: [laughs] So, there has got to be some good 
drinking stories from out on the road? Some ugly 
event? Falling off the stage or breaking your guitar 
on somebody's head? 

Keith: Not from me because every time | drink | get 
hung over, so | have been very good this tour. We've 
been really tame, we've been watching ourselves. 
Nothing more than Tim starting arguments with 
anybody and everybody, and that's about it. It never 
gets past arguments. We're pretty boring actually. 
Unsane, those guys fuckin’ know how to party. 
They're maniacs. 

UTV: So you just came off of a six week or so tour... 
you all had to quit your jobs | assume? Monetarily 
how is that affecting you? Better on tour or better at 
home? 

Keith: Holding a day job I'd be a lot more stable, I'd 
make a lot more money but... um it would be better 
in that but of course, your first tour, your hopes are 
that your second and subsequent tours you would 
make a lot more money. Ya know, so you gotta do 
the little shit in the beginning to hopefully do better. 
This is the first tour that I've done with any of my 
bands that I'm not losing my shirt. | am gonna see a 
little money at the end of this tour. How much is 
kinda up in the air, it's not a lot. It's not like I'm gonna 
kick back and buy myself a new car. Well I'm gonna 
kick back and buy myself a fucking Matchbox car 
[laughs]. I'll go back to buying lunch, that about it 
[laughs]! Or speeder bikes. 

UTV: So lets talk about Star Wars, since you 
mentioned speeder bikes. How do you feel about all 
these new jack Star Wars toy collectors who are 
making it impossible for us to get the figures? 
Keith: | don't care, none of that shit bothers me. 
Star Wars has finally made a realization to make 
more quality good things. Those Star Wars toys are 
not that hard to find anymore after the first couple of 
weeks, but people get bored with them. You know, 
after all the comic book geeks and collectors have 
enough, then they're easier to find. So, | don't care. 
UTV: I'm supposed to ask you about this giant Tick 
beach ball. 








Keith: It's awesome .. its about this big [shows with 


hands], the size of a giant hot air balloon, its 


gigantic. | biow it up myself and it takes me five 
days. | took it to the top of the Space Needle and 
some of us jumped off. It's just this cool little 
beachball. Buy it, it's like two bucks. 

UTV: So what music are you listening to on the 
road? 

Keith: Ch God! My entire band was yelling at me 
yesterday because | was listening to Destroyer 666 
and some side projects from Mayhem that | can't 
pronounce, it starts with a "K" and has about 40 
letters long. | have no idea what the fuck it is, its 
ridiculous. Um, what's the other shit | was listening 
to? | can't remember the name, they got the song 
called "Skull Crusher." 

UTV: | have that record, they re-issued it in Europe. 
Keith: | got the Dark Funeral CD recently, and | got 
the new one too on Death Box. The new Craw | 
heard in a club and that sounded killer. But I've been 
listening to Maiden and the first Van Halen album. A 
lot of the first Van Halen album actually, mainly the 
stuff | always listen to. 

UTV: So what do you think of the Ozzfest and New 
Jersey getting sued by Ozzy? Being that you're from 
New Jersey? 

Keith: Well, you know what? UTV is gonna be the 
first to hear about this umm... |... this is an exclusive 
for UTV... whenever the demise of this band is, 
whether it's 30 or 40 years or whatever, | am going 
to come back to New Jersey, and being the first 
person ever in history to move back to New Jersey, 
that's my platform for running for Governor. I'm 
going to run for Governor of New Jersey because | 
am the only guy who left and came back. 

Ron: That's New Jersey pride. 

Keith: | am the only person who likes New Jersey 
so, that's my feelings about New Jersey. As far as 
Ozzfest, they should just shoot Marilyn Manson 
‘cause they suck, | could care less if the play the 
show or not. 

UTV: But are you gonna go? 


Keith: No | am not going to go. | don't have the 








money to just drop on a fucking big stage with 
40,000 mullets pissing me off, puking on my shoes. 
| don't need that kind of crap. If | want that kind of 
aggravation I'll go tailgate at a Giant's game. I'd 
rather just watch it on TV -- it'll be on pay per view 
sometime, I'm sure. I'll just pay for it. Besides, I'm 
too crotchety. | don't like crowds or people. 

UTV: So you're saying you are a grumpy old man? 
Keith: Yeah, I'm a grumpy old man. 

UTV: Ok, so due to a mental lapse on my behalf, Mr. 
Ron has a question for Keith. 

Ron: Aside from Deadguy, name five bands that 
should hang it up? 

Keith: Oh God, This is tough... this isn't even 
something that | thought about. Christ, this is 
fucking hard... see, my whole problem is that | just 
don't pay attention when | don't care about 
something. Like, | haven't bought a fanzine or read 
one unless I'm in it in like the past six years. 

UTV: Editor's note: he will be picking up this issue, 
‘cause he's in it! [laughs] 

Keith: It'll get sent to me, | won't pick it up. I'll make 
no effort. I'm a lazy fuck! Ok, reunions that should 
hang it up: Bad Religion should hang it up, that's 
without a doubt, they haven't released a good record 
in years Laurie, I'm sorry. Are they still together? 
Ron: What about the Misfits? 

Keith: No way! They were so awesome when | saw 
them. They were so good, they were so cheap and 
cheesy they were great. Danzig should hang it up 
with that Techno Rock record. | just have to think 
about what bands tour Seattle... ok wait! Loverboy, 
DIO, Molley Hatchet, The Outlaws and Foghat, 
those are the ones that should hang it up. 

UTV: Not to mention the ones we already picked on! 
Keith: Oh, and the Scorpions and Duran Duran and 
Flock of Seagulls. Ok, you want to come to a city 
that rocks? Yeah New Year's Eve last year, big 
event, Flock of Seagulls, fuckin’ Seattle! Bomb my 
city, please | beg you! 

UTV: So how do you feel about the big Quiet Riot 
reunion? 

Keith: God, get me there. That tour will skip Seattle 
because | want to see it. 

Ron: They won't sell out a phone booth. 

Keith: Not if you gave them a quarter! 





[Tape fritzes as Keith goes on]. 

Keith: | like Black Metal. Black Metal has the vivid 
vision that the Straight Edge scene used to have. 
And even though that | am older and there are three 
hundred bands that sound the same, playing the 
same thing with the same bad boots. 

UTV: With the same bad make up? 

Keith: Same bad make up. | love it 'cause they are 
so full on into it, and you know what? Black Metal is 
all about ego and | fuckin’ love that. It's not about 
unity or friends that stab you in the back. It's all 
about "my band is the fucking greatest band on the 
planet. All your bands suck." 

UTV: "And if you don't believe me, |'ll kill you." 
Keith: Yeah, | love Immortal for that. | remember 
one of their records saying all bands are weak 
poseurs compared to us. Damn straight they are, 
just because you guys have the balls to say that! 
Fuckin’ love Black Metal! 

UTV: So what do feel about the big European 
re-issue of Witch Finder General on CD? 

Keithi never really dug them. | know Rob and Ron 
won't admit it. 

Ron: | never liked them. 

Keith They were a little bit weak for me. | was more 
into Diamondhead. 

UTVWhat do you think about Exodus? A reunion? 
Keithi'll go and I'll bang my head against the stage 
like | never did before. 

UTV: And you'll walk out saying that was amazing! 
Keithi'll walk out saying that was amazing, yet the 
most pointless thing | have ever seen. 

UTV: The important thing is how do you feel about 
Venom playing the US for the first time in 13 years? 
Keithi feel cheated 'cause | don't think that | will be 
able to go. But, just as stupid. 

Ron: It's like seeing the Sex Pistols in '97 
Keith:Yeah, it's dated, its obviously for the money. 
Who cares? | mean, | shouldn't even give then shit 
for doing it for the money ‘cause in 13 years if we 
break up and some kids give a shit and wanna pay 
20 bucks a head, fuck yeah, I'll do your reunion 
show, give me your fuckin' money. Bring it on you 
dumb asses! Can't even make the sense to start 
your own fucking bands? Oh wait, that's another 
thing... don't start a band that sucks ‘cause it wastes 
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my time and it annoys me. 

UTV: Do you feel the same way about labels ‘cause 
there's like seven million of them now? 

Keith: | don't even pay attention to labels. | pay less 
attention to them than | do fanzines. It's just more 
people to blow smoke up their ass. People are just 
aggravating, they're dumb. There are so few bands 
with sincerity, and so few people with sincerity, it's 
just like, you know, "Fuck you." And everybody's got 
that "Oh, support the scene." You know what? Fuck 
you. You're supporting a scene with bands that suck 
and bother me. GOD! 

UTV: How long have you felt this way? 

Keith: How old am |? 

UTV: | didn't ask you how old you are. 

Keith: Like | said, how old am |? | started getting so 
irritated with this so-called "scene" -- that Punk Rock 
and politics and shit like that -- about three weeks 
into the first Rorschach tour back in '91. Rorschach 
played to so many kids, and so many shows in 
bumbfuck nowheresville to these kids that wanted to 
see us. So we get there and there's them and there 
two jerk off friends in this VFW hall. We play, 
nobody's there, burn ourselves out, the kids like give 
you a dollar bill and say "That's all we can do." Ok, 
sorry | can't eat tonight douchebag! People don't 
think about the realities of the situation and... 

Ron: But it's playing devil's advocate. That's why 
people wanna see you, you know? They want to 
bring their favorite bands around, and the bands can 
have enough to eat and sleep. 

Keith: Sure they could, but you've got to be realistic. 
You've got to actually sit down with a pen and paper 
and figure out, "Can | do this? Is it worth it for me to 
drag this band 400 miles off course, to make sure 
they get a place to stay or give them enough money 
so they can get a place to stay and get some food in 
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their bellies?" 

Ron: It's selfish. 

Keith: Its just as selfish as me demanding money, 
which | don't understand why it's selfish. Its 
ridiculous. You know, I'm not a charity. | play ‘cause 
| love to play music. Me playing music is extremely 
fucking selfish. You know, I'm not here 'cause I'm 
hoping to please you. Fuck you. If you don't like my 
records then go away. You know, don't buy it. | don't 
give a shit, but I'm also not here to fucking play for 
you and your cousin, you know? That's just as much 
as a nightmare. | gotta sleep in the van, we're in 
fucking, God, knows it's gotta be in the south. Of 
course it's gotta be hotter than hell, nothing but 
mosquitos and sweat. And fucking me like eating a 
Slurpee, "Ummmmm dinner." Fuck these people. 
UTV: You know what? You need to write a book. 
Keith: Life would be so much easier if everybody 
had half a brain in their head. So many kids, you 
know what, I'm gonna say this right now, that like the 
Rumpshaker thing, this can't be a Kiss It Goodbye 
interview, this has to be done under my name ‘cause 
we have said way too much shit and those guys are 
not going to be down with it. Those guys are not 
going to be psyched about what I'm saying. But, kids 
have to look past their ideas and look to the fact of 
the matter. You know, it's great to do benefits and 
thisshit... You know, it's great to do, that or the other 
thing, and |'m all for it but, | have to be real about it. 
That's where a lot of the scene fails, and that's why 
there's not a lot of people as stupid as | am at the 
age of 27 who are still in the scene. That's why a lot 
of people get out at the age of 22 and say "God, that 
was a waste of my time, let me get my fuckin’ desk 
job and make some money and not have to worry if 
Bobby's Straight Edge this week.” 

UTV: That's as bad as me working for a record 
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distributor. I'm in this shit for life now... 

Keith: Like | was saying, don't let the man beat ya 
down. 

UTV: Being that you don't see any money from it, 
how do you feel about this eruption of Rorschach 
legacy, that you are now the greatest band ever? 
Keith:That's actually not true. Charles, who put out 
the compilation CD with everything on it, is very fair 
and we have seen money from it. Charles is 
awesome...now that Rorschach is broken up, | get 
along with everybody a hell of a lot better. Because 
there is no conflict of interest or opinions and you 
know, we can just like deal with everybody as five 
kids from Jersey like we used to be before the band 
ever started and politics ever played. | don't 
understand it; a couple of kids show up at our shows 
wearing Rorschach shirts, and all | can think is, 
"Man it's been a long time." 

UTVDo you think things would have been different 
in your life had these kids worshipped you then than 
the way they do now? 

KeithSort of, but it's another thing. Like, we see a 
lot of kids into Rorschach now, but sure, ok, there 
are some kids with like a vehement obsession with 
it, like they're really crazy into it, like the way | am 
about Slayer. But at the same time, those kids are 
like such a minority. Even if those kids were around 
back then, | don't know if that would have helped 
much. You know, | mean, for a band to sustain you 
need a serious amount of fans. Basically my theory, 
to go back in parts a few minutes, is like when you 
make money on a tour, you don't break up. You 
know, when you're not playing those bumfuck shows 
and you're not stressing because, eventually on tour, 
money is going to become a big issue. We're all 
fucking old men; we have rent to pay, we've got 
people back home that we've got to deal with, 
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phone bills, shit like that. Shit that everybody has 
to deal with, but going on tour and quitting your job 
is not the best way to sustain all that, you know? 
So Rorschach would have to have had a hell of a 
lot more back then for us to like, you know, done 
anything significant. We released two records that 
I'm proud of, even though the production kind of 
sucks on them but, it's alright, a learning 
experience. 

UTV: How do you feel about the drumming 
situation in Slayer? 

Keith: Who's playing drums right now? 

UTV: | don't know. | thought you would. 

Keith: Last | heard, it was back to Paul Bosstaff. | 
heard they got him back in the band, and | hope 
they would, he's one hell of a drummer. He's an 
amazing drummer, he's more solid than Dave 
Lombardo. | hate to say it, but he's tighter than 
fuck, | hope he's back in the band. 

UTV: What do you think of Grip? 

Keith: | try not to. | think it's bad Overkill. 

UTV: There was some sort of excitement in Ohio, 
small club or something with the Unsane? 

Keith: Alright... to go back, | remember the one 
funny story, we played this club Stashes in 
Columbus, it was the last night of tour... | mean the 
last night this place was to be open. So it was more 
for the bands, and this place in Columbus where 
everybody goes, so basically the whole night 
everybody who was on the tour -- except for Tim 
Singer, who doesn't drink -- got destroyed, 
everybody was fuckin’ wrecked! So, you know, all 
the bands played their sets, all the bands played 
fine, and then we were in this place for hours and 
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hours and | kept telling Tim "I'm gonna go load the 
van" and it took me an hour and a half to get four 
guitars loaded, because every time | got started | 
would run into somebody, and they would be like 
"Hey, how's it going?" | would talk for 25 minutes, 
and then I'd say "Oh, | gotta get the guitars." So we 
were there way late, everybody is totally destroyed, 
we're hanging out and suddenly all these 
motorcycles come inside the club! It turns out that 
the bartender and a bunch of his friends worked 
with motorcycles and they started doing donuts 
inside of the club! Just totally fucking shit up, all 
you can smell is gasoline and exhaust and burnt 
rubber on linoleum and on carpet, all over the club. 


- Its fucking black in there, tears in everybody's eyes 


and it was just completely out of hand and fucking 
nuts! By the time we finally get out of there it's like 
four something, and most of the Unsane split 
‘cause they had some friends to stay with, all of 
Sweet Diesel split to go with friends, and we were 
gonna go back to a hotel. | went with Chris and 
Jim, the merch guys from Unsane, and | stay with 
them in their room. So we get back to the hotel, we 
go out to the Waffle House at like six in the 
morning, the sun's coming up, we're eating. | go to 
Chris "Wow, what a fucked up night,” I'm all drunk, 
eating and being stupid. And Chris won't stop 
apologizing to me for how boring tonight was, he's 
like" Oh I'm sorry, it was so boring, usually when 
we go out, things are a lot crazier." And I'm wide 
eyed like, "Crazier?" and he said, "Yeah, usually a 
lot more fucked up shit happens.” And I'm like, 
"There were motorcycles spinning donuts in that 
club, what could be more crazy than that?" And 


he's like "Oh, you don't wanna know," and I'm like, 
"You're right, | don't wanna know!" That's my crazy 
tour story. It's not that outta hand, except that the 
Unsane struck fear into my heart. When it comes 
to partying, they're fuckin' masters! 

UTVit's the last night of this tour. In two days you 
go back to Seattle. For how long, and what's next? 
Keith: Well, things are up in the air... we are going 
to do another US tour next; we don't know if its 
gonna be by ourselves or possibly opening for 
another band. And after that it looks pretty good 
that we are gonna do Europe with Napalm Death in 
the Fall. But as far when our next tour is, its up in 
the air. 

UTV: What about you, at some point you 
mentioned you might have a 7" out. 

Keith: For our next tour we are gonna do a 7". It's 
two songs that are not on the record. One song off 
the demo called "Target Practice," and a brand 
new song called "Preacher." It's only going to be 
sold on the tour for awhile, and then they're gonna 
re-package it and you'll be able to get it in stores 
after words. It's just like a cool little thing that Rev 
is doing for us. 

UTV: So, after minutes and minutes of being down 
on everything, anything positive to say for the end 
of the interview? 

Keith: No! Why bother? Quit. Everybody should 
just quit whatever they're doing; give up. Don't 
bother me. © 
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Whether he's about to lynch the landlord with the 
legendary west coast Punk band Dead Kennedys 
or singing the praises of televised executions over 
the cyberfuck of Lard, Jello Biafra is not only a 
magnet for controversy, but a lightbearer for two 
generations. On Lard's latest, Pure Chewing 
Satisfaction [Alternative Tentacles] Biafra -- along 
with cohorts Al Jourgensen and Paul Barker of 
Ministry -- inhales pop culture and the stench of the 
brewing apocalypse, only to vomit it back in the face 
of ugly America. It's a breathless ride fouled by car 
exhaust and corporate agendas, but one of the 
finest performances Jello's blessed us with. Put that 
beer down, turn off MTV, and read something. 
Contains no additives or preservatives.--Rich 
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Under the Volcano: There hasn't been a Lard 
release for seven years; what makes you feel the 
time is right now? 

Jello Biafra: Well, because the music is finally 
done, finished, and mixed, and it's good. If there's 
any justice in the world it should put Alternative Rock 
in it's place. 

UTV: It actually took them seven years to get it the 
way you wanted it? 

Jello Biafra: No, no.....keep in mind their main 
project is Ministry, and number two is Revolting 
Cocks, so sometimes we both have free time, 
sometimes we don't. Some of the tracks date back 
to the Psalm 69 sessions and just never got 


used, but some of the others are brand new. 
UTV: Hows you originally hook up with Jourgensen? 
Jello Biafra: | had met him a couple of times in the 
early '80s when Dead Kennedys were playing in 
Chicago, and then when | heard the Pailhead "! Will 
Refuse" 12" it totally blew me through the wall it was 
so powerful, and all his dance mix knowledge had 
bee applied to guitar music in a particularly brutal 
way, a deliciously brutal way. | figured it was time for 
us to harmonically converge. 
UTV: Did you think about somehow being involved 
with lan [MacKaye, who did vocals for Pailhead] and 
Al at he same time doing something? 
Jello Biafra: At one point he wanted me, lan, and 
Henry Rollins all on one song, but that never got off 
the ground. 
UTV: That's very ambitious! How are the song 
written? Are you presented with a tape? 
Jello Biafra: In this case they did the music and | 
put the vocals on top...| did bring in some of the 
music to Power Of Lard and Last Temptation of 
Reid, but | heard some of the music for this quite 
awhile before it was actually recorded, so | knew it 
was really good, so to my surprise Al called up 
wanting to resurrect Lard and finish the long lost 
album, | decided to detour my life yet again and jump 
in. 
UTV: Do you listen to electronic music regularly? 
Jello Biafra: Very little Techno interests me that 
doesn't have Al's name on it. There have been some 
bright spots; Christian Lunch, who we put out on 
Alternative Tentacles and Grotus -- of course | have 
to plug them too -- and there were two early singles 
that both me and Al blundered into separately of 
each other, by a British group called The Flowerpot 
Men we both thought were really, really good. But 
again, this was more adding a Foetus style wall of 
electronics to Rock, rather than just trying to make 
and update on Saturday Night Fever. | mean, the 
last thing people need is this escapist Techno world 
that's basically Saturday Night Fever with piercings 
and tattoos. It may have a lot of macho and fascist 
imagery, but that doesn't necessarily make dweeby 
Techno music anymore bad ass than it already 
wasn't! 
UTV: Well, you know that's what the industry's 
pushing right now, Techno, everything being 
watered down and computerized... 
Jello Biafra: Well, not all Techno is watered down 
and computerized, but in the long run | don't think 
this is going to be anymore permanent than when 
the majors announced that there was no point in 
even writing new songs unless you were prepared to 
make a video of them as well. 
The same attitude with 
CD ROMs; there 
are plenty of 
artists like me 
that feel no 
obligation to 
make CD 
ROMs. I'm still 
confident that 
my _ listeners 
take pride in 
having an 
imagination! 
UTV: That's great 
man...! 
Jello Biafra: | think what the majors 
are pushing for the most part is what | call "“doinky 
doink" music...Doink, doink, doink...doink, doink, 
doink. | still think there's plenty of people who get a 
great deal of cathartic -- even spiritual -- energy 












from music played on real instruments, particularly 
really loud stringed ones. You're not gonna see the 
audience for No Means No or Horton Heat or even 
Diamanda Galas evaporate over night in favor of 
computers and doinky doink music. | don't think 
people are going to want to stare at a screen forever 
if they want to listen to music. They don't have that 
much free time. | Know I don't. 

UTV: Did Jourgensen's recent legal problems 
interfere with the recording of the project? He was 
busted for smack... 

Jello Biafra: Not with the recording of this one, no, 
but it threw a big wrench into Filth Pig if | remember 
correctly. It may have contributed to the predominant 
mood of that album [laughs darkly]. | mean, the big 
move to Texas was designed to get them away from 
the day to day music industry horse shit of a big 
city's underground, so they built their own studio and 
they had constant equipment problems with it, to the 
point where they eventually moved the album back to 
Chicago Trax and Al finished it there. 

UTV: You were actually present at Chicago Trax 
during the recording of Last Temptation of Reid and 
Power of Lard, right? 

Jello Biafra: And the new one! 

UTV: Oh, you actually went there while they were 
mixing and everything..... 

Jello Biafra: | had to put my vocals on it, didn't |? 
UTV: | wasn't sure how it worked. | thought they 
sent a tape. 

Jello Biafra: The sometimes Marx Brothers’ 
atmosphere of that studio is like no other, and | think 
that contributes to the overall spirit and vibe of Lard 
in particular 

UTV: There's definitely a lot of humor in Lard. 
What's that thing on the cover of the Power of Lard 
ea = 

Jello Biafra: That's a lamprey... 

UTV: A lamprey? Is that a leech or something? 
Jello Biafra: | think it's more a relative of the eel if 
I'm not mistaken, and there's a sea lamprey that 
swam it's way up the St. Lawrence Seaway after 
they dredged deeper in the shipping channel and 
found it had no enemies on the Great Lakes. It 
began sucking the guts of thousands and thousands 
of trout, and even some salmon they put in there to 
try to eat the lamprey. 

UTV: How big was it? 

Jello Biafra: | think they're only like, maybe a foot 
long or something, but they're definitely something 
you don't want grinding their circular teeth into your 
butt! They don't savor human flesh though; trout are 
more succulent. 

UTV: Aside from the obvious musical differences, 
what do you feel distinguishes Lard from the other 
projects you've been involved in? 

Jello Biafra: Uuuummmm....boy....[laughs] | mean, 
| always see anything | put my words and my voice 
on as being he thread of a common whole... 

UTV: Myself as well... 

Jello Biafra: And some of the songs on different 
projects relate to each other at times, too. One thing 
the Power of Lard broke open for me, it was the first 
time | used "cut up" lyrics since | wrote the final 
version of "Man with the Dogs" 'cause none of what 
| was trying to get to work worked. With Power of 
Lard it wasn't a planned record at all; we were 
working on mixing Christian Lunch's Unreliable 
Sources EP for Alternative Tentacles and Al 
approached the idea, "Maybe while you're here you 
should do something on your own," and who was | to 
object? | was fresh with Pailhead fever. So then he 
asked, "What should we call it?" And the first name 


in my long list of names for bands that came up was 
Lard, so | just blurted out "Lard" and Al fell on the 
floor laughing. So Lard was born. | didn’t have any 
lyrics, | hadn't brought any with me so | had to throw 
them together from what was there, so | just began 
pulling out phrases that | thought were really cool 
that I'd never found a song for, and cutting little 
particularly warped bits out of the daily editions of 
the Chicago Tribune and other papers, so | mixed 
advertising slogans and lyrics, and only later did | 
realize there was a thread to the song "Power of 
Lard.” You got people so worried about their weight 
they don't worry about what's important; it's a very 
important instrument of societal control, particularly 
When it comes to repressing women. Turn on the 
TV, open any magazine, they're constantly fucking 
with women's self-esteem..."Power of Lard." It'll be 
interesting to see what people make of "Moth." 
UTVi don't have a final mix of the thing, so I'm not 
too sure about some of the lyrics..."Moth" isn't the 
one where people are getting shot when they're 
answering the game show questions, right? 

Jello Biafra: No, they're getting gassed; that's 
"Generation Execute.” | mean, even the supposedly 
Liberal Democrat president we have is totally gung 
ho for executions, and Americans of course are 
brainwashed by bloodlust, to the point where our 
spiritual totem is the gun. So, an all-live execution 
cable channel is not very far off in our future if you 
ask me. It wouldn't surprise me if it was handed to 
us by Rupert Murdoch, the same one that gave us 
those horrible shows like Cops and America's Most 
Wanted. I'm toying with the idea of doing something 
on Real Stories of the Newt -- or should | say Newt- 
zi -- Patrol. All these rabid Gingrich rednecks drive 
around in dump trucks with pitchforks and start 
spearing welfare children and throwing them into the 
truck to make them into Soylent Green at the 
orphanage... 

UTV: [laughing, laughing} 

Jello Biafra: |'m sure if | said that to the average 
Republican or Clinton Democrat they wouldn't laugh 
at all, they'd say, "Wow, what a great idea! What 
spin can we put on this? We some how have to link 
it to fear of crime and drugs -- then people go for 
anything!" 

UTV: Oh god! Well, Newt's kinda been in the 
doghouse for a while anyway... 

Jello Biafra: People have put too much money into 
him to let him fall that quickly though. If he's 
deposed as Speaker he'll be running for President in 
the year 2000. 

UTV: Is that who you predict? 

Jello Biafra: | don't know who else. Either way, we 
all lose. | mean, how different really is Colin Powell 
from Gingrich? Their braintrust was hanging out 
together working on a platform for the Powell 
campaign before Powell withdrew. One of them, 
Aryana Huffington, even came right out and said that 
she thought Colin Powell was the perfect person to 
enact the Gingrich agenda and maybe getting the 
American people to accept it! 

UTV: | think that Pataki, the governor of New 
York.....are you familiar with him at all? 

Jello Biafra: He doesn't have a national name.... 
UTV: | think a lot of people are pleased with him in 
general... 

Jello Biafra: Especially if he can gut rent control in 
New York City. That's multiplying the homeless 
population by a hundred over night. Maybe they can 
all go down to Atlantic City and squat Trump Castle. 
UTV: We also have a mayor here in New York who 
I'm sure is a favorite of yours... 

Jello Biafra: Yeah, the bad toupee, real liberation 





movement and all that. I'm familiar with all that. 
UTV: Yeah, squeegee a window and go to jail. 
You've been to New York recently, right? 

Jello Biafra: Yeah... 

UTV: So you've seen marshall law on St. Mark's 
Place? 

Jello Biafra: It wasn't overtly marshall law, but | 
dichotice it was more gentrified and nicy nice than 
it used to be, but not as completely wiped out as | 
might have been led to expect. Then again, | guess 
there's a much higher concentration of white people 
who can actually spend money in all those little 
stores. 

UTV: It's the biggest gang in the city on a Friday 
night, all wearing blue, telling you to get the fuck out 
of their way, basically....Ministry is on Warner 
Brothers right now, right? 

Jello Biafra: Yeah. 

UTV: Considering that Ministry is on a much bigger 
label, why not release Lard on Warner Brothers as 
opposed to Alternative Tentacles. 

Jello Biafra: Why the hell do | want to get mixed up 
with racketeerers like that? 

UTV: It's a devil's advocate question; | mean, |! 
understand why..... 

Jello Biafra: I've never had any desire to be on a 
major label. As soon as you're on a major label you 
cease to be an artist and thereafter ar an employee 
of a cut throat global corporation that pays you less 
money than they promise you after all their 
recoupment, to basically become a cartoon of 
yourself and act as a circus clown entertainer so 
they can make money off your talent and your work. 
Fuck that! As the people from No Means No put it, 
"We've spent 14 years trying to make our music the 
way we want it. Why should we turn around and 
hand it to them?" | don't want some jackass in a 
satin baseball jacket up in the Sony offices telling 
me what | can sound like, whether or not | can make 
spoken word albums, and what those words should 
be allowed to be. That's why | have Alternative 
Tentacles -- to provide an outlet both for me and 
other artists who want to operate completely outside 
the mainstream entertainment industry and not even 
worry or care about whether MTV knows they exist. 
There's no pressure from AT for our bands to make 
videos or stay on the road a certain amount of days 
each year, or "Here rock star, have your heroin, now 
be a good boy now and go home, don't go out and 
meet anybody." Major labels prefer their artists to be 
fucked up on dope because they're easier to control. 
Depending on their manager or flunkie for their next 
chemical per diem, they're less likely to take the bull 
by the horns and run their own career. 

UTV: Does Warner Bros. have a problem with Lard 
being on your label? 

Jello Biafra: No. It was in Ministry's contract from 
the very beginning that they could do projects on 
other labels. Revolting Cocks was on Wax Trax! for 
years, and Warner had signed Ministry away from 
Wax Trax! knowing that they liked to jump around 
and do other things, so there was no way they could 
lay claim to Lard. 

UTV: Do you see a lot more hubbub around a 
project like Lard [considering the potentially larger 
sales volume] than other Alterative Tentacles 
releases? | mean, has Rolling Stone called you and 
asked to talk? 

Jello Biafra: | don't think they have yet, no. Rolling 
Stone's attitude towards Dead Kennedys and me 
from the beginning has been, "Well, the best way to 
keep them from fucking up our little Daisy Chain is 
to not admit they exist." So Rolling Stone rarely 
existed that Dead Kennedys existed until we broke 
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up, and the only two things they covered on me in 
‘recent years where when | got busted for 
Frankenchrist and when my knee got smashed. 
When something bad happens to me, "Oh great, 
tabloid news! We'll throw that in, but we sure as hell 
ain't gonna review his records." 

UTV: You really feel that's intentional? 

Jello Biafra: Totally. 

UTV: Nothing for nothing, that's just fucked up. | 
mean... 

Jello Biafra: | expect nothing more from the 
corporate commercial entertainment industry. 
They're not my world, but | guess | still fuck with 
theirs enough where they have to do that from time 
to time! , 

UTV: When's the last time you fucked with Rolling 
Stone's world? 

Jello Biafra: | mean, it's not a specific, tangible 
thing...the idea from the very beginning, with my 
music and my words, was to spread positive 
disease, and to show people that there are other 
ideas and other outlets that they could use on their 
own and do their own stuff with. | mean, you don't 
necessarily have to be owned by a major label or a 
large uncaring corporation that makes you wear a 
dog lease to work every day in the form of a neck tie. 
And what means the most to me is not when people 
come up to me asking, "Oh yeah, DKs, cool, Jello, 
you're God, let me have an autograph," that didn't 
mean a whole fot, but what is cool, some people say 
"Yeah, | listened to what you were saying when | was 
growing up,” or in some cases when they were going 
for an MBA or something, majoring in business, and 
Saying that what | was saying made them think about 
what they were doing and start asking questions of 
themselves, whether they really wanted to devote 
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same people will come up and say, "You've inspired 
me, so now here, I'm giving this to you, this is my 
record" or "This is something | wrote" or "This is my 
film" or something like that. A real cool one was 
somebody I'd known since childhood went whole 
hog for a fast track professor's job to rise in 
academia at the University of Colorado and found 
himself teaching classes of 300 people who didn't 
want to learn anything, and got severe shit for 
flunking a football player in the Bill MacCartney era, 
so he left. He took a huge cut in pay to go teach 
history at a middle school in a rural town in Colorado 
where a good number of his students don't even 
know English is their first language. He felt there he 
was making a difference. As he put it, "A lot of kids 
who are at risk to drop out of school who almost 
never go to class show up to my class! They even 
actually try to turn their papers in because | grade 
them on effort." That's far more punk in practice 
than trying to sound exactly like Bad Religion in 
hopes of making money or writing the name of a 
British band that broke up 15 years ago on the back 
of the jacket you bought at the mall that day, or trying 
to blend in and conform at Coney Island High. 
UTV: | might as well tell you...One of the reasons 
I've done a zine for the last seven years is because 
of some of your work. Your stuff directly influenced 
me to get into this lifestyle. 

Jello Biafra: Hey, it's a dirty job, but someone's 
gotta do it! 

UTV: | just want you to know. | mean, listening to 
things like this new record, you still re-define things 
and go places that people haven't gone before, and 
force people to think -- which is fucking amazing, 
because nobody does that. [Is it "kissing ass" if you 
really mean it?-Rich] 

Jello Biafra: All our school systems, they don't want 
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people to think, they want people afraid of their own 
curiosity and afraid to think, so they'll be more 
malleable rodents in the work force. Even when | 
was in high school it began getting drilled into 
us,"Hey, you're not really gonna like your job so you 
ought to choose something that is safe and will 
make you money, so here are your options: A, B, C, 
D, through X, Y, and Z. Nothing else is allowed." 
UTVHave you ever thought of becoming a teacher? 
Jello Biafra: Well, not full-time, no. I'd rather fuck 
with things on a global scale through music and 
words and my label. 

UTV Well, | guess you're sort of a teacher in a way 
now... 

Jello Biafra: And | don't have some dumbass 
principal or Tipper Gore PTA types telling me | can't 
say what | say. 

UTV Actually, there was a mass suicide yesterday 
[Heaven's Gate]. Do you think Tipper Gore might be 
behind that? 

Jello Biafra: | would doubt it. 

UTV: Sorry...a lame attempt at a joke. Let's say Al 
gets in next time... 

Jello Biafra: You mean Gore, not Jourgensen | 
assume... 

UTV: Yes, Gore! How do you see that shaping 
speech? 

Jello Biafra: A further erosion of Democracy into 
outright corporate Fascism. Al and Tipper were born 
with silver spoons in their mouths from old money 
families, they've never touched the street in their 
lives, and can barely contain their contempt for real 
people struggling to put food on the table. Just 
because you put a Good Housekeeping seal on 
someone's forehead -- in a blonde wig -- doesn't 
make Tipper that different from Phyllis Schlafly or 
George Bush; she and Schlafly have been 
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networked together before though, and Tipper Gore 
addressed the Eagle Forum Convention. 

UTV: That's the religious Right, right? 

Jello Biafra: Yeah..well, Schlafly's all over the map; 
she started out as a virulent anti-Communist John 
Bircher type, and then was funded by insurance 
companies in the late ‘70s to run around as a woman 
against women's rights to gut the Equal Rights 
Amendment for women. Insurance companies didn't 
want to pay equal premiums for both sexes so they 
created Phyllis Schlafly as a national force. She then 
took the ball and ran with it for a variety of other 
sinister causes. [Laughs]. | have an album of hers 
from her anti-Communist days, and she has the 
nastiest, bitchiest voice of anyone I've ever heard! 
UTV: What does she sing about? Is it a Gospel-y 
thing? 

Jello Biafra: She doesn't sing, [imitating in a voice 
like nails on a chalkboard] "She just stands there 
and lectures about how Communist North Korea and 
the Russians are poised to take over the United 
States any day now!” What a laugh that one got me! 
Oh, you were talking about if Al Gore gets in...AS 
stands now, we are a one party state masquerading 
as a two party; the only difference between us and 
the PRI situation in Mexico is that people harbor the 
illusion that there are two parties that ideologically 
oppose each other, but that isn’t true at all! People 
go on and on about how spineless Clinton is, but 
he's not spineless at all! That's the media 
smokescreen, just like all the talk of George Bush 
being a wimp when he was actually a rabid wannabe 
dictator who had lots of experience setting up death 
squads when he was back in the CIA! No, Clinton 
can be remarkably steadfast and consistent when 
he's fighting in the class war that's going on right 
‘now -- and he's fighting on the side of the rich! He 
was steadfast about the NAFTA treaty, steadfast 
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about that horrible crime bill, steadfast about the 
telecommunications bill that gave away public 
ownership of our airwaves to a handful of privately 
held multinationals. | mean, a lot of his social 
policies are to the right of Richard Nixon! The 
Healthcare Plan that fizzled was actually based on 
a Nixon plan that they were working on ‘til Watergate 
burned up Tricky Dick's momentum. 

UTVThat whole Health Plan thing was a fiasco. I'm 

covered, you're probably covered, most of the people 
| know are covered... 

Jello Biafra: | kind of am and I'm kind of not, and 
boy did | find that out the hard way! 

UTV: Ooooh....yeah.... 

Jello Biafra: When | got my knee smashed and | 
could barely move | had to go to all these different 
places to see who would operate on me to fix the 
damn thing 

UTV: So you belong to an HMO? 

Jello Biafra: Eventually, | did go to that doctor, but 
not until | was sure he was a good doctor. 

UTV: You're okay now, right? 

Jello Biafra: Not totally, no. 

UTV: Not totally? That blows.. 

Jello Biafra: | did some live shows with DOA and 
No Means No when they came through together. | 
mean, visualize both bands on stage at once playing 
"Full Metal Jack-Off," that's pretty cool. But even 20, 
25 minutes on stage, my knee felt pretty damn funky 
the next day after those, so full shows and touring 
could be a problem. | don't wanna just stand there 
and sing and bore everybody to death like a lot of 
other so-called performers we know today. | like 
people who work on stage, or people who are so 
demented you can't get away with ‘em, like Mike 
Hard, the singer from Thrall. 

UTV: Are there any plans for Lard to perform live? 
Jello Biafra: No. 






UTV: It's strictly recording? 

Jello Biafra: Yeah, | mean, their main thing is 
Ministry and I've got so many other things that | 
bounce from one to the other while some things | 
wanna do never get done. 

UTVi just figured even if you did a few shows just 
for kicks, just to see what it would be to play live with 
them... 

Jello Biafra: Contrary to his Jolly Roger reputation, 
Alis very exacting about rehearsals and live shows. 
To throw together even a live line-up and get it tight 
for a Ministry tour takes a lot of time and preparation 
in advance. To do all that just to play a handful of 
Lard shows is probably not something that would 
interest them, and I'm not sure it would interest me. 
Plus, Ministry plays for much higher ticket prices 
than I'm used to doing, so we might run into some 
disagreements on that. 

UTV: What's going on with Alternative Tentacles 
right now? Greg Werckman left, right? 

Jello Biafra: Hardly anyone who reads your 
magazine even knows who he is; it's kind of old 
news. The place the buck stops with Alternative 
Tentacles is me; I'm not the one who does the 
general management and runs it every day because 
'ma totally incompetent businessman and being in 
the office every day would KO my art once and for 
all, so you have to hire people and trust them at 
some point. There are a lot of changes going on 
because Alice Donut broke up, and Neurosis signed 
to a Metal label [Relapse], and Grotus is gone now 
too, so we have yet another generation of Alternative 
Tentacles bands. For awhile | was almost in despair 
about how unoriginal and unenergetic most of the 
underground music scene was. The only thing | was 
listening to for a while was Wesley Willis! | still think 
it was the most punk thing we put out in years; he's 
completelypriginal, he says exactly what he wants 
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and what he thinks, he doesn't lie to you, and 
beneath the torment of it all is a very warm heart. So 
we didn't put out a lot, but now all the sudden there's 
a flood of good, new artists that want to be on the 
label at this point. | figured if we were gonna get 
back into Punk it was gonna have to be somebody 
interesting with their own personality and sound, or 
somebody so extreme that it completely blew the 
Pop Punk plague and generic Thrash out of the 
water: Bad Fixtures, Buzzkill, Facepuller -- which is 
kind of a missing link between Punk and Techno or 
Noise -- and coming up real soon, Logical 
Nonsense, who are the best pure Hardcore bands 
I've heard in the last 10 or 15 years... A New York 
label, Tee Pee, put out their last CD, Sou/ Pollution, 
which | highly recommend to everybody; that's what 
got me into the band 

UTV: Facepuller, they have a video? 

Jello Biafra: Yeah, they have a few. In Canada they 
get played on Much Music, they're MTV equivalent 
I'd love to get Facepuller down here to play but they 
put most of their energy into their own country at 
present. They're in a unique position to do that 
because they have real jobs and stuff. It makes 
touring tough, but it also means you have money to 
go to town with TV cameras when you want to too. 
UTV: What kind of climate do you see in 
underground music right now? You're obviously 
dissatisfied with Pop Punk, which | think most 
people have been for a while... 

Jello Biafra: Not out here! 

UTV: No? 

Jello Biafra: Oh man..... There's not just Green Day 
and Rancid wannabes, but now there are Swingin’ 
Utters wannabes to! And having Fat Wreck Chords 
and Lookout! in the area means that there are an 
awful lot of people that figure if they stick to that 
sound, originally stick to the formula, that they'll 
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quickly get popular -- as if that was what Punk was 
supposed to be about -- and quickly make money. | 
Was back in Denver, back in Colorado over 
Christmas, and | noticed that Pop Punk and 
Lookout! in particular totally ruled the roost in that 
town. 

UTV: | see a lot of gritty stuff, garagy stuff... 

Jello Biafra: It better not be Sex Pistols sound 
alikes, because the really plodding slow ones drive 
me up the wall. They do not have the talent of the 
Sex Pistols. Any time you try to ape something old 
too closely it just isn't as interesting. The Cramps 
had a far fresher take on Rockabilly than people who 
try to play Rockabilly exactly as it was done in 1955. 
So it goes for people delving into older forms of 
Punk. | mean, it's totally myopic to call it "Old 
School" Punk -- | can't stand that term! When we 
were actually creating the stuff, it wasn't about going 
to any goddamn school and looking up to any 
teachers making rules, it was about blowing up the 
fucking school! With schools gone, whattaya do? 
Everybody has different ideas about what should be 
made in its place, so everybody does different 
things. The pressure back then among different 
bands was that everybody should sound different, 
not that everybody should sound alike! And 
conservative fundamentalists like Maximum 
RockNRoll have helped create a completely 
intolerant audience who only want to hear one sound 
over and over and over again. | don't even wanna 
play for those people! The whole Nostalgia thing 
just drives me up the wall. Punks were supposed to 
know better than to fall into that shit -- to run out of 
ideas. And we had a very good example right in front 
of us. The reason Punk was so volatile in the early 
days was because it was a reaction to all the 
stupidity of the '70s. The '70s were so bad that 
people were actually sucking up the nostalgia of the 
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‘50s, especially Happy Days and Fonzie. Now what 
do we get? Punk Rock Fonzies! The most punk 
thing to do with those people are to fuck with 
everything they hold dear. 

UTV: | remember that era! 

Jello Biafra: You know exactly what I'm talking 
about! Go down to St. Marks’ place any time day or 
night and you'll find some. 

UTV: Does it disappoint you that maybe some of the 
kids, the "next generation" has no sense of history at 
all? 

Jello Biafra: It's important to say some, but not all. 
Granted, there's a plague of Pop Punk and Punk 
Rock Fonzies that has nothing in common with the 
real spirit of Punk and what it was about, except 
watered down versions of the music. But other 
people do have some sense of history, and hopefully 
some of them are grasping that what you do with 
history is you take it and make it into something new, 
or you hone it to an even finer point than anybody 
has before. | mean, Logical Nonsense can't be 
dismissed as generic Thrash because they're just so 
damn powerful. | mean, they'll probably go over really 
well with Sepultura fans too, but six months after | 
got the Tee Pee CD it dawned on me, "Holy fuck, 
there are no guitar solos on this album. How totally 
cool." 

UTV: Do you like Electric Frankenstein? 

Jello Biafra: I've heard a couple of songs on some 
7's of theirs that | thought were pretty good, but I've 
also heard ones that fell into the other category. In 
some cases, bands that put out a single or two every 
month are putting out too many records too quickly, 
an not always taking the time to make sure that 
they're good enough songs to justify being on a 
single. My favorite singles are ones that have a total 
one-two punch, or they're two really great songs. 
The beauty of it was in the early days nobody had 
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enough money to put out albums, and there 
wasn't this whole thing about expecting a 
record contract to be handed to you by 
somebody in a college dorm with rich parents 
wanting to be the next Sub Pop! You really had 
to scrape to get something going, which also 
meant that bands chose only their very best 
songs to put out first, and didn't waste people's 
time with the other ones. We didn't make a 
single for a year....then we didn't make another 
one for another year. 

UTV: How many speaking engagements do 
you do a year? 

Jello Biafra: It varies. 

UTV: You take them as they come, or as you 
wish to them......... ? 

Jello Biafra: As | wish to take them. I'm not 
very good at concentrating on more than one 
big project at a time. Other wise | rise to my 
level of incompetence, meaning none of 'em 
will get done, or they threaten to get done 
badly. | agree with Patti Smith -- that 
sometimes you have to isolate yourself from 
your adoring public -- or whatever -- and not 
worry so much about more records, more 
tours, more this, more that, if you want to 
create quality work. So, spoken word often 
comes in chunks, | do have a couple more long 
involved pieces, sort of delving into these more 
solution oriented -- more the solution side of 
Beyond the Valley of the Gift Police. Maybe | 
should have released it before the last election, 
but | didn't want to release two pieces. That'll 
come out some day, but I'm not sure when. 
Plus, I've also been trying to get away from the 
goddamn phone and AT biz and everything 
else and wrestle with a lot of musical and lyrical 
ideas that have piled up since before Plastic 
Surgery Disasters. |'m talking about dozens of 
songs here...a pile ol' pile is done, but there are 
ideas for several more that | really, really like 
and want to get done undisturbed before 
testing the waters to whether or not | really 
want to go full on back onto the Rock n' Roll 
treadmill or not. It'll mean finding people to 
record with again, and borrowing bands can be 
a lot of fun, but the downside is it never really 
stays together long enough to really delve into 
forging something that can only be done in a 
situation where a lot people are pouring 
different ideas into the sound that creates a 
"Holiday In Cambodia" or a Frankenchrist 
album, that side of my "sound" has not really 
been used enough, and it's been frustrating 
trying to find people to do it...people who are 
really warped, play well, rock, and have fire in 
their bellies and all that are generally in bands 
they would be fools to leave. If the right thing 
falls into ny lap at the starting point, then off | 
go. In the meantime, there's a lot more, 
creation, and composing, and spoken stuff and 
whatever else to deal with. | never have enough 
time to do all the things | want to do, so | got 10 
or 15 years behind where | wanted to be. As 
other people run out of ideas | seem to get 
more and more of them, and have no time to 
finish them. 

UTV: Have you or Ray been approached to 


reunite Dead Kennedys? Well, I'm sure you 
have... 

Jello Biafra: Usually by fans, who -- as well- 
meaning as they are -- | sometimes go off on 
how much | think retro is poison while trying to 
avoid hurting their feelings at the same time. 
"Hey, wait a minute! Punk was not supposed to 
be about feeding something you already know, 
it's a narcotic against the horrors of daily life." 
So, | don't think any of the four of us would 
really be into it. We've all scattered in such 
different directions | can't imagine the energy 
and soul being anywhere what it should be. | 


. felt like the other guys were less and less 


interested in pushing the boundaries of new 
ideas towards the end of our band, so | didn't 
shed too many tears when we broke up. We 
were together for eight years and we 
accomplished almost everything we wanted to 
do, so eight was enough. We broke up before 
we sucked, and | want it to stay that way! 
UTV: You've been approached by promoters 
though, I'm sure... 

Jello Biafra: They know better. | was hard 
enough to deal with when Dead Kennedys were 
still together! 

UTV: How'd you end up doing the "Disclaimer" 
at the beginning of the new Offspring record? 
Jello Biafra: Just a little get together among 
friends... | don't believe in cutting off your 
friends and shunning them Amish style if their 
band blunders into popularity. | don't think 
Offspring, or Rancid, or even Green Day 
intended to sell millions of records at the start 
of their bands. Offspring has been playing tiny 
little places for many, many years, and they 
were happy. So, | see no problem doing 
something with my friends. Plus, | think cutting 
people off and shutting people out for being 
sellouts or Rock stars as soon as they have 
more of an audience than you and your friends 
is the stupidest tactical blunder the Punk 
underground ever made. Here we have a case 
where finally there are people who have come 
into mainstream popularity and have the media 
and financial clout to put punk ethics into 
practice on a mass scale and a lot of things to 
other people, but who's gonna help encourage 
them to do it and do the leg work if everybody 
from below has cut them off and won't talk to 
them anymore? It's a great way to isolate 
people into Rock star fantasy land, sometimes 
against their will. And when you're in that big a 
bracket you don't have a lot of free time, so it 
helps if other people can not only keep feeding 
you ideas, but maybe help execute them. So, 
| thought it was really cool that Green Day 
played a benefit for Food Not Bombs out here; 
an organization that has been shunned even by 
the Paul Kantners and the Joan Baezs of the 
world. It raised ‘em $50,000. That fed a lot of 
homeless people! A well meaning benefit in a 
small place like Gilman St. would have only 
raised a few hundred dollars. I'm sure that 
would help, but why not help organizations like 
this even more? I've probably given close to 
20% of my net income to political groups -- 
especially direct action ones -- but | can't do 


that alone, so | try to encourage people with a 
lot more money than I'll ever see to do the 
same. My dream some day -- whether I'm 
involved or not -- is to see a Punk Rock version 
of the Rex Foundation. Rex was started by The 
Grateful Dead, of all people! Yes, here | am, 
finally finding some inspiration from The 
Grateful Dead! | never thought I'd see the day. 
But what they did was they played a few shows 
every year as benefits for Rex, and in the later 
years, Rex's endowment got up to 1.5 million 
dollars. That's a hell of a lot of grants that you 
could hand out to needy people and 
organizations. They had a board or directors 
that would meet every year to decide who got 
the grants and how much the people got, two 
Dead members were on the board along with 
everybody from a dentist in Alabama to Bill 
Walton, the basketball commentator, and it 
was un by a former Grateful Dead manager 
who made the Rex Foundation almost his full- 
time job. Consequently, money came down 
from the music world and the Dead's fans to 
soup kitchens, battered women's shelters, rural 
California schoo! districts that couldn't afford a 
music program for children -- because the 
Republicans fucked up all their funding through 
tax cuts and stuff -- and a good chunk of the 
money for Earth First's Redwood Summer 
Action came from Rex. | noticed the Beastie 
Boys have started an organization like this to 
help the people of Tibet. As far as I'm 
concerned, the more the merrier, above and 
below ground! But you can't encourage the 
people above ground to do this if you won't talk 
to them anymore because they're shunned as 
"wicked sell-out Rock stars"! 

UTV: Well, you're supposed to use the media 
that's in place in order to get the message 
across, that's a basic fundamental... 

Jello Biafra: A lot of the reaction of the so- 
called "old school" or "old guard” to newer 
bands getting popular was pure and simple 
elitism. "We were there before you, therefore 
we're better than you." 

UTV: What are some of the other solutions you 
have in mind? 

Jello Biafra: Well, it's on Beyond the Valley of 
the Gift Police. People always hoot and howl 
when | talk about the idea for a maximum 
wage, but | think that's a great idea. It would 
shut those people up about balancing the 
budget right away because you could get the 
rich people who stole all the money to put it 
back in the public coffers. | mean, how much 
money do people really need any way? lt 
seems like becoming really wealthy becomes 
its own addiction, maybe the most dangerous 
narcotic there is in this country. You'll notice 
that as people become really rich they become 
more and more obsessed with making more 
money for themselves, even though by then 
they have far more than they know what to do 
with. 

UTV: | remember one of your solutions in 
Beyond the Valley of the Gift Police was to 
recycle by just writing on the other side of 


paper. 
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Jello Biafra: We get so damn many press 
kits, how could | not write on them? "Generic 
band number 5,010 combines a little bit of 
Punk, a little bit of Funk, and a little bit of 
Techno into a sound uniquely their own." At that 
point | pull out the staple, flip over the paper 
and toss it into the pile. But on with maximum 
wage...There would be a paycheck too: free 
medical care, free education, | think free 
transportation including air travel to where 
anybody wants to go..The kind of Arts 
subsidies you can only get in France these 
days if you wanted to pursue that. | think 
"Midnight Hip-Hop" would have a more positive 
effect in the ghetto than "Midnight Basketball.” 
It doesn't have to be Hip-Hop; it could be 
poetry, or pure and simple classes for people 
who want to learn something, but have been 
locked out of the system by Giuliani and greedy 
Republicans. | thought that was a really good 
idea. If | hadn't joined the California Green 
Party | wouldn't have found out about that one. 
UTV: What do you consider yourself politically? 
| mean, you despise Left and Right because 
they're the same anyway... 

Jello Biafra: | don't think in those kind of black 
and white terms. | do think it moves in a circle, 
where one end of the circle is the middle-of- 
the-roaders, and then you go out on either 
fringe, Left or Right, and then it meets back at 
the other end of the circle in the completely 
militant nut cases, who get especially nutty if 
they get access to guns... 

UTV: Well, they're readily available, so | don't 
see why people shouldn't get them! 

Jello Biafra: It's everywhere though. | think for 
example the Red Brigade in Italy just got totally 
addicted to people and knee-capping them and 
kidnapping people for money for the hell of it. 
They've lost their idealogy entirely, and that's 
because they were in the blurry part of the 
circle. The same with the IRA. 

UTV: Have you considered running for office 
again? 

Jello Biafra: | had considered running for 
governor of California, then my knee got 
smashed. It's probably a little late to start on 
that one, anyway. It's a shame in a way, 
because there was Pete Wilson and Kathleen 
Brown watering down the whole election to a 
choice on who was the most racist and anti- 
immigrant, which should never have been 
tolerated by anyone. 

UTV: Don't you think what the public tolerates 
from politicians these days is quite a bit more 
than what they tolerated 20 years ago? 

Jello Biafra: In some cases they tolerate less. 
Less people per capita voted in the 1996 
election than any American election in history. 
That means there are still some people who 
vote, but it's not a majority; the majority of 
America has voted for nobody for president! 
They're so fed up they think there's nobody to 
vote for, so they just dropped out figuring the 
best they can do is scramble to try and put 
food on the table. Michael Moore is even of the 
opinion that these people make up the majority 
of Americans now, and if they could just be 
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awoken to see that point...that there might 
actually be a chance to start taking over. Then 
comes the really hard part, which is the focus 
of the later spoken word pieces...if you do get 
the big takeover, then what the fuck do you 
do? It might be wise to start thinking about this 
- and to some degree planning it -- now. | don't 
think it's too egocentric for anyone to start 
thinking, "What would | do if | was in the 
president's shoes?" or "Mayor Giuliani's shoes? 
What would | do about homeless people in 
New York? What would | do if we got rid of the 
badass boss and | was running this place?" 
"Fuck the Police" or "Cop Killer," etc, etc? 
What if you find yourself in charge of a corrupt 
and violent department? What do you do? At 
least people in Czechoslovokia and South 
Africa had some sort of plan or savvy to be 
able to take control and run things without 
everything blowing up ad falling apart like it did 
in Bosnia, or like it is now doing in Zaire and 
Liberia or something. | mean, those 
governments aren't perfect, but it could have 
been a complete disaster in either case. That's 
where radical resistance in America has failed 
on two fronts. Number one, not spending 
enough time to hash out real solutions to real 
issues, and number two, treating a lot of people 
who are potentially on our side as stupid 
ignorant rednecks simply because they work in 
blue collar jobs...or in this day and age, don't 
work in blue collar jobs, because there are no 
jobs. And as more and more people get laid 
off, you're gonna have more and more Rush 
Limbaugh/Buchanan types thrown in their paths 
to try and diverge them from being able to work 
with each other and go after the real problem. 
We have to be able to fight that instead of 
bickering and whining over whether Jello Biafra 
or Rancid have sold out to the man. | mean, 
you can argue about The Offspring till you're 
blue in the face, but it sure as hell ain't gonna 
feed somebody homeless outside your door! 
That's where the Punk underground has turned 
into complete escapist bullshit...building a 
whole cocoon of non issues so you never have 
to do anything about the real issues. That first 
began to dawn on me when people started 
bringing me into different places to do spoken 
word shows -- especially at colleges -- where 
there were very, very concerned activists who 
despised Punk because they thought it was just 
people hanging out on street corners spare- 
changing people and starting fights and stuff, 
and not really being interested in fighting the 
system in a way that would do any other human 
being any good. 

UTV: Do you see a revolution taking place in 
this country? 


Jello Biafra: | see something going down in~ 


our lifetime, and | sure as hell hope it's not a 
Timothy McVeigh wet dream or a mass scale 
version of the LA riots. | fear the worst, 
because we are a nation that has replaced 
God with a gun for spiritual guidance, but in 
some cases, like Czechoslovokia, it goes down 
peacefully. That's what I'm hoping for here but 
we'd damn well be ready for that. 


UTVDo you think that things like voting make 

a difference? 

Jello Biafra: | think they do, especially at the 
local level. There may not be much choice 
between Clinton and Dole, or Colin Powell and 
Al Gore for president, but at the local even 
you've talked about there being a very definite 
difference when Giuliani got in. Mayor, City 
Council, School Board...those little boards that 
nobody cares about that make real decisions, 
like Public Utilities commissions and stuff. And 
let's not forget ballot initiatives; the biggest 
threat in New York | would think right now 
would be that upstate legislator in the pockets 
of the landlords who's trying to gut rent control. 
That's a very big right wing corporate tactic now 
that the NRA and tobacco companies have 
used very successfully....that the way to pre- 
empt a local ordinance is to wine and dine 
legislators at the state level so they pass a 
state law that guts the much better local law. In 
the case of the NRA and the tobacco people, 
they often package it as a much watered down 
version of the local law so it's, "Hey, see, at the 
state level we're doing something about this 
problem!" 

UTV: What do you think about the tobacco 
company Ligget admitting cigarettes are 
addictive? 

Jello Biafra: | think the next step is they're just 
going to try and function as the liquor industry. 
"Hey, we know they fuck you up! But still, they 
make you sexy! Smoking cigars is all trendy 
now, So you can give yourself mouth cancer 
while we laugh all the way to the bank....And 
suret's dangerous! That's what makes it fun!" 

You might have noticed that tobacco 
companies have seized ownership of 
entertainment outlets and gotten on the board 
of directors at movie studios and stuff you have 
alot more people smoking. It's amazing to me 
how many people at Gilman St. are, "Boycott 
this, boycott that, animal rights, fuck the 
system, we're not going to have anything to do 
with that shit," chain smoking. If there's 
anything people should boycott it's tobacco, 
because a huge amount of money from 
tobacco went into the creation of Jesse Helms! 
That's who put him there, the tobacco 
companies, so he would gut the tobacco laws. 
And the reason why they want him named as 
the head of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee was because of the dirty work he 
was able to do. For example, when he was 
running in the '80s he was able to hold up all 
foreign aid to Taiwan and South Korea -- for 
example -- until they lessened their restrictions 
on tobacco, which were tightly controlled state 
monopolies in those countries. Once they 
caved into Helms, whattaya know? It's women 
in hot pants at school yards giving out free 
packs of cigarettes in Taiwan. This is all 
documented in Multi-National Monititor, among 
other places. 

UTV: Is there anything else you wish to speak 
about? 

Jello Biafra: No, | think that covers it for now. 
''TV: Thank you so much. © 
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What's up? | am back a‘ter a few months. Last issue | figured I'd rest up since 
nothing was really going on in my life. So a few months ago, Steve O., Jeff 
Judas, and myself go to Brownie's on a Sunday night to see Severtron. Luckily 
enough, Pansy Division was opening up the show. What we find out is that there 
we were, three ugly ass straight men, surrounded by a shitload of gay men. 
Pansy Division hit the stage and all these men go crazy like a bunch of 12 year 
olds at a Green Day show. For the first time in my life | felt gay. | found myself 
touchiiig Steve O. more than normal. After a song or two a few skinheads with 
"SCREWDRIVER" patches on their flights walk by us. We're thinking, "Oh shit, 
there’s going to be trouble." Steve O. and myself felt like we were going to 
witness some "fag bashing." We were a bit nervous, but no one else seemed 
one hit worried about the Nazi skins. After a few more songs Steve O. tells me 
to turn around. The skins are dancing and getting rowdy like a bunch of idiots. 
We were thinking they were making fun of everyone else. Within minutes the 
skins rushed the stage. One of them was of a medium build and tall. His partner, 
shorter and stocky So the tall skin grabs Stocky and bends him over the stage 
and starts fucking him from behind while smacking him in the head. We were 
still convinced they were just making fun of the gay men, singing along to songs 
about boys with hockey hair until the taller skin started tonguing down with the 
stocky skin while the others cheered on. There | was, surrounded by gay men 
and gay Nazi skinheads. Now I've seen a lot of crazy shit on Avenue A, but shit 
where did this come from? | have no problem with gay skinheads, but Nazi ones 
concern me. What's next, black Nazi gay skins who only date Jewish boys on 
Jenny Jones? Only in NY kids. Oh, by the way, Severtron were fuckin’ great. 
Buy their records. 

A few nights later a bunch of us got completely shitfaced at the Blarney and 
went to see Electric Frankenstein, Nashville Pussy, Pleasure Fuckers, and the 
Turbo AC's at the Continental (which by the way is the best fuckin’ bar in NYC). 
This show was totai sleaze, total drunk, and one of the fuckin’ coolest shows in 
a long time. | was hung over for a week after than night. I've been sick of all 
these cheesy Punk bands coming out and playing the same boring shit with no 
excitement. So I've decided to turn those tables and start a band. Yes, that's 
right, | am in a band again and we're going to get you fucked up. We're going to 
be playing fast 3-chord drunk Punk. All the songs are about beer, hockey, fast 
cars, and women (in that order of importance). | figured why now if these other 
bands could tour and get signed to Fat, | would have Sony knocking at my door 
any day now. The name of the band is 2 MAN ADVANTAGE. We're touring 
Europe and Japan in July, so you might not see us until September. But shit, 
you've waited all your life for the Descendents to reunite a few months, so 
waiting to see 2MA is no big deal. | expect to see every motherfucker who ever 
hated me, loved me, or known me to get their fix. 

| was excited about the Humpers and Dwarves show. | couldn't stop talking 
about it for six weeks. Who the fuck would book that show during the week? 
How am | going to get wasted after work and go to a show that was going to end 
by 11:30. Fuck CIH. | eventually never made it anyway. | figured I'd do my fat ass 
some good and play softball on my corporate team. Yeah, that did me real good. 
| fucked up my ankle and had to get x-rays. | stepped on the ball during 
warm-ups and after only one beer. | think I'll stick to drinking and leave the sports 
to jocks. Funniest shit..... our pitcher, who's about 60, tells me his daughter has 
more tattoos than me. | am thinking, "Hook me up.” Ends up his daughter is 
Squid. the bassist of the Lunachicks. | should be drinking with her, not playing 
ball with her old man, although he's cool as shit. Last Sunday, Steve O. and Jeff 
Judas go to Smithtown to see Pacifier, Pretty Polly, and Kill Your Idols. After that 
joke of a show (well the place was a joke, two bands Indecision and Ensign 
canceled), we went to the Massapequa Bowling Alley to see Kill Your Idols and 
the Suspects from Virginia. Well, we get there and the Suspects canceled so we 
did a 180 and wroke the fuck out in time to go to Brownies. The Quadrajets were 


playing and we knew they weren't going to cancel ‘cause we saw them the night 
before. There we were at Avenue A about 9:00 and we're at the local store 
buying water (yeah, no beer that day cause we were kind of fucked up from the 
Candy Snatchers and Guest the night before). This guys walks up to us and 
says "Hey, you wanna buy a brisket? Only two left,” and pulls out this grey 
bloody piece of beef. "What the fuck?" | am thinking. Jeff responds quickly 
before we start to die laughing, "Sorry, | don’t eat meat.” I've been approached 
on the streets before and asked if | wanted to buy crack, a gun, heroin, but a 
piece of beef? A buddy of mind couldn't find a bag of weed down there the night 
before, but beef briskets, no fuckin’ problem. Only in NYC.-Spag 


There is a price to pay for spending a lot of time in the great outdoors. If |am not 
pulling deer ticks off me with a pair of tweezers, then most likely | am scratching 
away at another case of poison ivy. Right now it is the latter of the two that | must 
contend with. | got it while setting up a telescope behind some shrubs at the 
edge of a salt march in Lido Beach. | was trying to get a close-up view of a pair 
of ospreys nesting on a platform in the salt marsh. Well, | had a kick-ass view, 
but unfortunately for me, | neglected to take a close look at the shrubs | was 
sitting behind Fuck it, at least the poison ivy got me out of work for a few days. 
As far as the ospreys go, things seem to be looking up. Aside from the pair at 
Lido Beach, | have also seen four pairs nesting at the Seatuck National Wildlife 
Refuge in Islip and a pair nesting at Cow Meadow Park in Freeport. | assume 
that the rest of Long Island is also faring well with nesting ospreys. This is good 
fuckin’ ews because 25 years ago the osprey was an endangered species in 
New York state because of overexposure to the chemical pesticide DDT. Since 
the banning of DDT and conservation efforts such as the placement of nesting 
platforms along shorelines and in fields and marshes, the osprey appears to be 
on the rebound. Another species of bird benefiting from man-made nesting 
structures is the tree swallow. Their nest boxes can also be seen dotting the 
landscapes of fields and marshes in our area. By the good number of tree 
swallows | have been seeing around lately they seem to be doing just find on 
Long Island, but in other parts of New York this does not seem to be the case 
Along the Hudson River large amounts of industrial byproducts known as PCBs 
(polychlorinated biphenyls), are showing up in tree swallows. The birds appeaz 
to be having problems in reproduction and feather development as a result. 
What happens is that the PCBs sink into the river's muddy bottom where insects 
such as mayflies and gnats are born. Eventually these insects take to the air and 
become a main food source for the swallows. When the swallows ingest the 
insects, they also take in the PCBs. Other birds which feed on these insects, 
such as herons and terns, are also being affected. It seems that the PCBs were 
dumped by General Electric factories along the river up until the 1960's. Although 
over 30 years have passed since then, the PCBs do not appear to be degrading 
naturally, and are still present in the sediment of the river bottom. | don't know if 
it's related or not but this discovery follows the report that the Hudson's population 
of Atlantic sturgeon is rapidly declining. In the 1800's, over-fishing almost wiped 
this species off fish off of most the East Coast, but the Hudson River was thought 
to be one of the sturgeon's last strongholds. Then in 1996 it was discovered that 
only about 3,000 sturgeon stil! remain in the river. This count was down from 


25,000 in 1977. As of now there is a ban on Atlantic sturgeon fishing, but 
biologist say that it could be at least a couple of decades before a good deal of 
recovery happens. So there you have it, some good news and some bad news. 
New York still has its many environmental problems such as these to deal with, 
but when | go outside and see ospreys flying overhead | can't help but think that 
once the efforts are put forth we can get it done. Let's keep this shit 
...PEACE!! 


rollin’ 





Well, I'm already a week late on this thing, and for the first time, (well, maybe 
not) | don't really have too much to say. I'm still unemployed... man, finding a job 
that pays good is fucking tough, but things w/the lady are amazing, the band is 
going great, (by the time this comes out, our demo will be released!, and we're 
still looking for a drummer, so contact me VINMINT@AOL.COM) but following 
leads for work is as depressing as | knew it would be. Considering there haven't 
been too many bands, or records that have blown me away, and | have no funny 
drinking stories, hell, NOTHING funny going on to report, I'll give the rest of my 
sacred column to that old punk papa Mr. Marc Lopez, who makes the best 
fucking fajitas anywhere. Has he told you/written about how he has seen Black 
Flag w/every one of their singers? (Yep, Keith Morris too). Ok, you old bean, take 
it away 


Ok, so | don't tell everyone the Black Flag thing, only those with an appreciation 
for the guys. That's it, won't mention it again.... Ok, lots to say this time around. 
The 16 and over matinees at Dr. Shay’s have been doing ok but they have to keep 
the capacity to 54 people. 54 people including bands and staff'! That's not a 
whole lot, but | guess it's better than nothing. For all of you that were there on 


Saturday, May 3rd and couldn't get in I'm sorry, I'll try to make it up to you. It was - 


kinda beat. Ensign didn't even play, and | wasn't there to keep things in order; | 
was on my way to play in New Hampshire. Ok, lets discuss that. Before you pack 
up everything and play out of state, make sure your vehicle is in mint condition 
'm learning the hard way Pacifier never made it to the show in New tampshire 
We broke down in Framingham, Mass, had to sleep 5 schlongs in a room, and 
had to rent two cars just to get home to play a show in Smithtown. My van is stiil 
up there, and at this writing | still don't know the extent of the damage, hopefully 
not too bad. One final thing: those who had problems witii UTV doing the latest 
version of BYOFL can kiss my Mexican ass! Fuck all of you holier than thou types 
and next time it comes around for volunteers, YOU FUCKING BO IT! Had to get 
that off my chest... peace 


WHEN YOU'RE ON YOUR OWN 


mai 





One Saturday | was sitting around my house trying to take it easy for once, and 
who comes to my door? Yes, the single most annoying people in the world, 
Jehovah's Witnesses. You all know the type, pushing hooks on you and asking 
you what you believe in, all the while not letting you brush them off After ail they 
took the time to invade my personal living space, why shouldn't they hold me 
hostage at the door as well? As these religious mental morons spew their 
hrainwashed dribble at me, | started to realize that they were reminding me of 
someone that | just couldn't put my finger on. Who on the earth is equally 
bothersome? Equally as persistent? Equally as dedicated to convert you or at 
least not leave till they get a good kick? Well | pondered this for severai days, 
searching over all the people that | have contact with. Who was it that this brief 
confrontation had so bothered me about? Then it finally came to me, it was those 
damri hardline kids. No, these people don't come banging on my door at 7:30 a.m. 
on a Saturday, but they do come to shows. Shows being like my second home, 
! started to ponder the similarities between Jehovah's Witnesses and the hardline 
kids. which of course led to the inclusion of hare krishna’s cause they do the 
same damn thing. JWs, while blabbing away, hand you oodles of paper about 
thetr all important cause; hardliners set up those fucking PETA tables at shows 
and bombard you with slaughterhouse videos. Seems to me that you are so 


annoyed by JWs that you immediately throw the papers away and curse them 
under your breathe as they walk away. Seems to me that you see as many PETA 
flyers on the floor at the show as you do on the table. Now, I'm all for standing up 
for what you believe in, but both of these are extreme, and | believe them to be 
detrimental to their respective causes. Like | said, the fact that JWs come to my 
house and bother me (and usually at ridiculious times) is enough reason for me 
to never listen to a word they have to say. When | go to a show and see these 
kids with their tables and their videos, | am automatically disposed to ignore them. 
Is their cause right? Probably, but their are better ways to do it. | make a habit of 
watching horror movies as much as possible, and find these videos no more 
offensive than any cheap Saturday rental. A lot of people will fall into this same 
catagory. There are also people that are indeed offended by these videos, so 
offended that they turn away never to return or see any of the precious paperwork 
that litters the table. The few people that this attractes seems to be... who? 
People who are already following the same beliefs. The kids that are already 
vegetarians are the ones reading the pamphlets, just as the religious are usually 
the only ones not pissed off that they were approached about Jesus Christ. Do 
| have a guilty conscience for eating meat? No. Do | have a guilty conscience for 
not believing in God? No. But apperently others have enough grief to share, and 
will continue to do so no matter how much we protest. | guess what I'm trying to 
say in my own adorable little way is: FIND SOME OTHER FUCKING WAY TO 
CONVERT PEOPLE, 'CAUSE SHOCK TREATMENT AND EARLY MORNING 
BOMBARDMENT IS JUST PISSING US OFF!!! 
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So here comes Summer, and that means 
schools are closing and we should have a 
whole summer of shows to look forward to. 
Unhke last summer, when the main venue 
was the PWAC it looks like we have a hell of 
a lot more opportunities this summer. The 
Common Ground Collective has a new space 
opening in Bayshore. Mare from Pacifier is 
booking at Dr. Shay's and several other 
locations, the guys from the Sandvebbles are 
booking at the Liquid Lounge in Cceanside, 
Chris from Chimi Changa is booking snows at 
the Massapequa Bowl, and Ed from Second 
Effort is doing some stuff in Northern Suffoik 
| haven't been to the new Common Ground 
yet, but | recently went to the Liquid Lounge 
and Massapequa Bowl. Chris Changa 
brought the Goons from DC up and they 
played great, as did Disorderly Conduct and 
Kill Your Idols. Kill Your Idols continue to kick 
ass and it seems like they play every weekend 
on LI. | caught two new up and coming bands 
at the Liquid Lounge. The Swifties play some 
snotty Pop-Punk, and Simon Has No Pants 
play Opivy tinged Ska-Punk which was a lot 
better then what | expected from a high 
school band. |, for one, am really happy to see 
that other people have taken the initiative to 
locate new venues and attempt to put on 
shows. Driving out to Suffolk County is a pain 
in the ass, but when the only venue was the 
P\VAC it was a necessity. For the first time in 
yéars (since the departure of the Right Track 
inn, and the Angle), shows are happening in 
my end of Nassau County. Now the only thing 
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these kids need to do is learn the art of 
flyering their shows, which Artie Philie has 
mastered. Promotion brings people to shows, 
flyers handed to your friends doesn't cut it. 
Put flyers in Slipped Disc, Utopia, Tower, 
None of the Above, go to other shows and 
give out flyers. Hell, mail one to me, or call me 
and I'll come. Nassau County kids have been 
driving to Suffolk for two years, so let's make 
the Suffolk kids drive out this way. 

The biggest Long Island news, that I'm sure 
the rumor mill has spread to everyone, is the 
breakup of Clockwise. In early May as the 
band worked on material for a full length CD 
they called it quits. | have heard too many 
different reasons for the breakup to print one 
here, so | won't. Also, last issue | was a little 
quick to say Sleepasaurus had signed to 
Go-Kart -- as of today they have yet to do so. 
Silent Majority's CD should be out. I'm sure it 
is good but since they never let me hear it, 
who the fuck knows... maybe Tom squeals like 
a stuck pig the whole damn thing! Now that 
would be something. | heard that Day In the 
Life (which is former members of Mind Over 
Maiter) have signed to TVT, now | don't know 
if that's true but if it is then best of luck. /Yes, 
it's tue They signed to a TVT spinoff named 
Building that producer Don Fury is involved 
with.-Rich] Holbrook's Pop-Punk band 
Supermatchboxx have been recording for a 
split CD with Port Jefferson's The Howards, 
who (no surprise) are also a Pop-Punk band: 
this may be released on Traffic Violation 
Records. My brother's band Inspector Klause 


¢ 
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have enough songs to open a show. They 
play snotty punk, and are looking for shows. 

In the next few weeks | am sure | will be 
attending loads of shows and will have much 
more Long Island info to relate, but my head 
has been in hockey mode, not music mode 
and it took till Mother's Day to knock me back. 
| wear my Devils jersey out and nearly get in 
fights everywhere. Yeah, I'm a big time Devils 
fan, and seeing them lose to the Rangers was . 
a major blow. Now | switch into Mets mode. | 
have missed only two games this year, and 
both were because | was watching Devils 
playoff hockey. It's been hard to be a Mets fan 
the last few years, but let me say it: now that 
they are .500, the Mets will finish second to 
Atlanta and just miss the wildcard, and the 
Mets will win two of three against the 
Yankees. Any Mets fan who wants to go to 
Yankee Stadium with me to root for the Mets, 
get in touch!! 

CMJ is taking applications for bands now for 
the annual event held this year September 
3-6. Yes it's a corporate type event and all, but 
hell, why not take a shot at playing? Call (516) 
498-3117 to get an application, and anyone 
that can weasel me a free badge, I'd like to 
have one. (No way I'm paying $275). 


Decoy (2971 Bayside Ct., Wantagh, NY 
11743, 516/785-6284). Decoy's second 
demo, and once again the recording quality is 
ass, but the music almost saves it. Julie is 
more up front on this recording and seems 
stronger then on the last demo. Good HC, 
though nothing overwhelming or very original 
here. They have since added a second 
guitarist which may be a plus.(Cassette) 


Under Privileged Nation (2 Pinewood Dr., 
Downingtown, PA 19335, 610/594-0296). 
Grindcore-Punk with dual female/male vocals. 
This is some sick ass shit, reminds me of 
Those Who Survived the Plague. Political 
lyrics, | could kill to this. Get IT!!(Cassette) 


Drop 82 (1027 Clayton Rd., Valley Stream, 
NY 11580, 516/561-3723). Mid tempo punk 
with stupid lyrics. Lyrics don't really flow to well 
with the music, but maybe that is the effect 
they want. Best track "Fat Fuck". HC kids stay 
away, punkers pick this one up.(Cassette) 


Target (19056 63b Ave., Surrey, BC Canada 
V3S 8G5). A nine song demo from three 
Canadian teenagers with the best quality 
recording of the month. Some damn good 
stuff here, mid tempo HC punk like the stuff 
Traffic Violation has been putting out. Good 
stuff!!(Cassette) 


KAOS will try to review Long Island bands that send a quality demo (or ED: LP..7") if you feel your band should be talked about here or if you need help contacting any of 


the bands, questions. comments...email us at PaulMOTHER @ aol.com.:,..pr write us KAOS c/o Motherbox Records, 60 Denton Ave.° E. Rockaway. NY 11518 
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“| can’t find your releases anywhere!” 
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Pom 
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Music 


_ Cleanser - “Grime” 
Met and Hardcore battle it out for the future of music... 
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Mail order: Tension* CD = $10, Cleanser CD = $10 
also available: Justice Unknown CD = $7, “516 - Long Island 


Mon y order only, made out to “None of the Above’. 
None of the Above PO Box 654 Farmingville, NY. 11738 
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The Big Fix 
From the label that knows how to do 
compilations right, atest features 22 
| independent punk bands: 
| CARDS IN SPOKES / CLEON’S DOWN / 
~_CRESTFALLEN / DARIEN / DISCOUNT 
/TWe FRURLANES / Tae GREAT BRAIN / 
J CHURCH / MAN AFRAID / MY LIFE IN 





STINK BUZZOVeEN 

Radioactive Tie Geena Rocoedia 
Four songs recorded live onthe air at They're back and as good aseverwith _ 
KOMU in Seattle. Power chord punk, these 5 great new studio tracks. 
‘lied No. 86 7”: $3.58 Hed Ne. 34 CO EP $5.00 
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Peace And Love : 
20 dedicated and passionate punk 
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Atari Teenage Riot “Burn Berlin, Burn!" (DHR Grand Royal, POB 26689, Los 
Angeles, CA 90026). Alec Empire seems to be the first truly controversial personality 
to rise out of the new European electronic/drum and bass scene. He flirts with many 
genres and has created some beautiful dark ambient soundscapes, and some visceral 
drum and bass, but little could prepare us for the blind death speed chaos that is Atari 
Teenage Riot! The idea here is to tear down the system and spit in the face of tradition 
in the spirit of Punk, but using electronic instruments instead of the usual guitar, bass 
and drums. Burn... is way over the top - everything is distorted. Rhythms are slammed 
into overdrive at 220 BPM, and vocals are screamed, often in unison. Titles like “Fuck 
All’, “Sick to Death” and “Deutschland (Has Got To Die)" pretty much sum up the 
attitude. Anarchy in Germany?? Empire, undoubtedly, will catch a lot of shit from his 
detractors - some might say that Burn... is little more than a cheesy parody of Punk. But 
| think that’s the whole point of ATR . Burn... is meant as one big “fuck you" to the oh 
so insular electronic/dance community. Indeed, Empire is a force to be reckoned with; 
he's inspired by so many areas of modern music. Everything from Jungle to screaming 
Noise (like that of Merzbow and Massona) goes into his musical blender. ATR should 
be viewed next to the rest of his impressive, complex body of work. Like it or not, 
Burn. is, in fact, the first recording to truly combine the punk ethic with breakbeat and 
hard core electronics -- thus it's a landmark recording! (B+) 


King Crimson “Epitaph” (Discipline Global Mobik, POB 5282, Beverly Hills, CA 
90209). Continuing the archive series that brought forth the essential Great Deceiver 
box a few years ago, comes the equally essential Epitaph, the finest and only official 
representation of this first lineup of the band, live in their formative stages. Volume One 
of this double set presents highlights of performances, circa 1969, at the Filmore East 
and West, as well as BBC sessions, which not surprisingly, feature the best sound 
quality. Volume Two contains an entire Filmore West concert. The performances 
throughout are urgent and exciting, illustrating an incredibly tight, well rehearsed 
ensemble capable of unleashing the blazing metallic assault of the timeless “21st 
Century Schitzoid Man" one moment, and the complex free Jazz improvisation of “A 
Man, A City’, the next. Between these extremes exist the lush mournful epics that have 
since become the group's most famous works, the harrowing “Epitaph” and the 
majestic “in The Court of The Crimson King”. Unjustly, Crimson has, throughout its 
nearly 30 year history, been lumped into the progressive Rock genre, inhabited by 
groups like Yes, Rush, Strawbs, ELP etc.... King Crimson was and is progressive in 
the truest sense of the word; in that their music has never stagnated, and has 
continued to evolve through the years, and is still doing so! The ideas presented in the 
pieces contained on Epitaph hint at the various directions that would be pursued by 
later and possible greater line ups of the group. In the mid-seventies, with works like 
Lark's Tongues and Red, the band would reach its creative peak, taking Rock into 
uncharted realms of darkness. Greg Lake, Mike Giles, lan McDonald and Robert Fripp 
would record only one studio LP together, In The Court of the Crimson King - and what 
a spectacular recording it was in its day (or any day, for that matter). But this studio 
release did not reveal Crimson’s strong Jazz roots, and only hinted at the intensity of 
their live performances. Thus, Epitaph gives these songs new life after nearly 30 years! 
For completists and collectors, Volume 3 and 4 (available only by mail order), present 
this same lineup performing at the Plumpton Festival and The Chesterfield Jazz Club. 
Again, the performances are as strong as ever, but the recording quality is extremely 
rough. Still, itis exciting to hear Crimson constantly experimenting with arrangements 
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and improvising. No two performances were alike, as is evident from the 18 minute 
version of “Get Thy Bearing”, which appears for only some six minutes on Volume 1. 
Also fascinating for fans of the group's later work is the presence of a young Robert 
Fripp whose playing at that time was much rougher and jazzier than it would be in later 
years. Fripp's ideas, however, were decades ahead of their time! (A) 


Iggy and The Stooges “Raw Power” (Remixed version) (Legacy/Columbia, 550 
Madison Ave., New York, NY 10012). Here it is! Finally, after twenty four years and 
much debate, Columbia is laying to rest the original Bowie mix in favor of Iggy's recent 
remix of this classic and most aptly titled recording. My life changed in 1970, upon first 
hearing Fun House (for me the single greatest Rock n' Roll record ever made). After 
being dumped by Elektra, it seemed an endless wait for a new Stooges record, if in 
fact, there would be a new record. But | clearly recall the day in freshman year, going 
into Macy's record dept, seeing Iggy's half naked body gracing the cover of Raw 
Power, feeling the adrenaline rush, then the immense disappointment after getting 
home and slapping it on the stereo! Over time | came to love the album. Although tinny 
and compressed sounding, the songs were often brilliant, visceral and intensely 
sexual. | always imagined what could have been, had this fucker been produced by 
someone else! Unbelievably, my wish has finally come true, and this version is killer. 
Now Williamson's guitars writhe and slash through the mix, and the Ashton brothers 
flail away, driving the songs with propulsive, seductive rhythms -- and the Ig's voice is 
way up front as he squeals pants and growls his way through a record that defined 
Punk long before the scene exploded in New York's Bowery some years later. Indeed, 
Raw Power is aptly titled -- this is the sound of a band that played as if their lives 
depended on it. Such bands can't last long, and indeed this one soon fragmented and 
Iggy disappeared, in a heroin haze, only to reappear with the “new adult sound" of The 
Idiot a few years later. He would then be lauded as the “grandfather” of Punk. Fun 
House and Raw Power are absolutely essential documents in the history of Rock n 
Roll. With this new mix | finally hear what | imagined all along! Indispensable!! (A+) 


Yo La Tengo “I Can Hear the Heart Beating as One” (Matador, 676 Broadway, New 
York, NY 10012). Had the Velvet Underground continued into the eighties and 
nineties, perhaps they'd sound something like Yo La Tengo, for me the finest band in 
New York. With their eighth album, | Can Hear...., the group continues creating the 
very subtle, beautiful songs and hauntingly hypnotic grooves that made their past 
couple of releases so enjoyable. Indeed, Yo La is on a roll, making the most creative 
music of their career, integrating samples, electronic steel guitar and trumpet into the 
fabric of their work, | Can Hear... celebrate's the group's tenth year together and marks 
a departure from the past. Although the band has always possessed a very individual 
sound and approach, their influences have been obvious. In the earlier days, the 
Velvets, and more recently Stereolab. But here, the band moves into other several 
stylistic areas, as evinced by atmospheric dub of “Moby Octopad” and “Autumn 
Sweater’, and the slow, mournful grace of “We're an American Band” and “Deeper into 
the Movies". Certainly there are the usual, consistently excellent trademark Yo La 
songs, like the Velvety "Shadows" and the aggressive “Sugar Cube", both of which are 
propelled by Ira Kaplan's ever present guitar drone and Georgia Hubley’'s throbbing 
bass. Overall an adventurous release by one of the most consistent bands around (B+) 


Panacea “Low Profile Darkness" (Force Music, Untermainkai 30, 60329 Frankfurt, 
Germany). Panacea’s music is the aural equivalent of a nightmare in rhythm, taking 
the listener into the very darkest realms of “the jungle”. Low Profile Darkness brutally 
assaults with siren shrieks, hammering, distorted rhythms, grinding bass...all swirling 
in a queasy storm, moving at very high speed. This is indeed the sound of digital 
Hardcore, and the most dangerous side of a genre that began as dance music, but is 
now splintering into fascinating sub-genres. Panacea's sound, known as Tek Step, is 
a throbbing mass of sonic viscera that will surely unnerve and intrigue. For me, this is 
an essential, innovative release, one requiring concentration and tolerance. Drawing 
inspiration from screaming power electronics purveyors of the early 80's and brutally 
distorted rhythms of more modern industrialists, Panacea’s music adds the key 
element of Jungle, where the rhythms are constantly shifting and the bass swoops and 
decapitates...This is evil and engaging stuff! (A) 


We “As Is" (Asphodel, POB 51, Chelsea Station, New Yok, NY 10113-51). Asphodel, 
New York's most consistently exciting electronic music label, presents yet another 
fascinating excursion into “illbient’. We, fueled by the combined talents of DJ Lloop and 
DJ Olive, creates a beautifully bent set of electronic instrumentals with As Is. Sparse, 
often dissonant samples and strangely off-kilter loops, interwoven with break beats and 
Trip Hop rhythms entangle the listener within a surreal vortex that is both challenging 
and seductive. Throughout As /s, the group synthesizes elements of Drum and Bass, 
Trip Hop and experimental music into a unique hybrid -- a sort of fractured electro- 
acoustic Jungle, if you like. Interesting, rewarding, and definitely worth your attention. 


(B) 


Doctor Octagon “Dr Octagonecologyst’, Doctor Octagon “Instrumentalyst” 
(Dreamworks, 100 Universal Plaza, Bungalow 477, Universal City, CA 91608). 
Formerly part of the innovative old school Rap group, Utramagnetic MCs, Kool Keith's 
new persona is none other than the over hyped Dr. Octagon. Dr. Octagonecologytst 
appeared about a year ago on indie label, Bulk Records, but has bafflingly been picked 
up by mega-corp, Dreamworks, probably because of the group's present affiliation with 


the oh so prestigious Mo'Was label from the UK. Stripped of the hype, what we are left 
with is a mediocre Rap release, somewhat novel at points, but not terribly new or 
appealing to one uninvolved with this given genre. The Instrumentalyst, however, is 
an entirely different story! Applying the concept of Dub, remixers have removed the 
vocal tracks from the original LP and beefed up the groove factor, creating a fairly ass- 
kicking CD of very cool rhythms. Indeed /nstrumentalyst is far superior to its vocal 
counterpart and works best when avoiding the kitschy classical novelty that 
occasionally drags it into the muck. Dr. Octagonecologyst(C+)/ Instrumentalyst (B+) 


|-Roy “Don't Check Me With No Lightweight Stuff (1972-1975),” Prince Alla “Only 
Love Can Conquer (1976-1979)" (Blood and Fire, Ducie House, 37 Ducie St., 
Manchester, M12JW UK), Junior Byles “Curley Locks 1970-1976," Burning Spear 
“Living Dub Volumes 1-3" (Heartbeat, 1 Camp St. Cambridge, MA 02140). Blood and 
Fire, in the UK, and Heartbeat, in the USA, are two of the premiere labels that have 
been reissuing obscure “roots classics” from the 1970's and 1980's, the creative peak 
of Jamaican music. |-Roy, one of the original “toasters” proves that he was indeed, no 
lightweight and surely the equal of his competitors, as he effortlessly delivers his rapid 
fire stream of conscious lyrics in heavy patois, over the cool rhythms provided by a 
team of crack studio musicians. |-Roy would sing-speak over other artists’ tracks, 
remixed without the original vocals. His early work, documented here, along with that 
of chief competitor U-Roy, marks the beginnings of modern DJ and Rap style. Prince 
Alla, unlike |-Roy, is a singer in the great tradition of more commercially recognized 
vocalists like Gregory Isaacs and Michael Prophet. Alla's plaintive, hymn-like delivery 
strongly recalls the aforementioned artists and would influence future singers like Black 
Uhuru's Michael Rose. Alla's heartfelt songs present meditations on love and faith in 
a world scarred by poverty, violence and abuse. His songs of love, devotion and ghetto 
life are pure, melodious and optimistic. We can only thank Blood and Fire for 
preserving these delicate and beautiful performances on one CD. Such music could 
have easily been lost forever. The Heartbeat releases possess a somewhat lighter vibe 
but present an equally important dimension of this period of Jamaican music. Junior 
Byles comprehensive collection spans the career of another fairly obscure vocalist 
whose music has never been widely available in America. Here Junior, produced by 
innovator and madman genius Lee Perry, delivers various versions of his “hits”. The 
tone is often lighthearted as Junior croons sweetly. Occasionally guest toasters like 
Alcapone, Jah T or Perry, himself, show up. The melodies are lovely throughout, and 
the musical backing is first rate, courtesy of major players like Augustus Pablo, Peter 
Tosh and the Barrett brothers. Moving away from vocal releases the continuing 
Burning Spear Living Dub series presents instrumental versions of some of this 
legendary group's finest songs. Volume 1 and 2 are pure roots, digging into and 
stripping down Spear's early work. Here the mixes place emphasis on interlocked bass 
and drums, interwoven with nimble percussives and accented by echoing guitar 
chords, vocal shards, horns etc... The grooves are at once hypnotic and infectious, 
luring the listener into Spear's uniquely spiritual dub. Volume 3, while equally 
enjoyable as prior volumes, is a much larger, slicker production. Thankfully, the sound 
here is not digitized, but as is the case with so much recent reggae, synth washes and 
synthetic wind instruments occasionally float out of the mix. Also intricate horn 
arrangements are prominent here, creating a muscular, lush brand of modern Dub. 
Overall, Volume 1-3 provide a fine selection of Burning Spear in Dub. All three volumes 
are recommended. |-Roy (B+) Prince Alla (A) Burning Spear: Vol 1 (A) Vol 2 (B+) Vo/ 
3 (B) 


Tone Rec “Thugny-Trugny,” David Shea "Satyricon" (Sub Rosa, POB 808, CM1000 
Brussels, Belgium). Thanks to Dutch East Distribution, a wide array of very 
experimental European releases has become available in America at domestic prices, 
Sub Rosa's ever expanding catalogue is one of high quality and aesthetic purity, well 
represented by these two recent additions. Tone Rec is a fascinating, very obscure 
project, and for me, the more appealing of these works. The five tracks contained on 
Thugny-Trugny vary between minimalist soundscapes and strange, bare boned drum 
mantras. The former are built from interwoven loops of contact mic scratches, 
telephone signals, shortwave interference, etc... Although these sound sources appear 
quite basic, these are sophisticated pieces, delicately and deliberately constructed, and 
quite, disorienting in their repetition. Anyone interested in artists like Scanner, Main, 
Hafler Trio, etc... will find much value in Tone Recs work. A challenging, curious CD! 
With his sixth release, prolific New York City composer, David Shea creates an aural 
interpretation of the ancient Roman novel Satyricon. This new work marks a departure 
for this sampling genius in that he is working with a host of other players and rarely 
sampling from records or CDs. So, for Shea, this is a much more organic approach, 
and indeed, the results are more intimate than usual. The music contained here covers 
tremendous stylistic ground, incorporating elements of Drum and Bass, Techno, 
“downtown” improvisation, electro acoustic processing, conventional Jazz, etc...Shea 
brings together his many interests and influences with mixed results. At times the work 
becomes too busy for its own good, shattering any mood that might be developing. But 
| suppose that is the whole point, to remain predictably unpredictable. Overall, this is 
a very complex, creative and personal work, but one that | may not often return to. Tone 
Rec (B+) David Shea (B+) 


Giya Kancheli “Caris Mere" (ECM New Series, 1540 Broadway New York, NY 
10036). The ECM New Series continues their release of powerful, deeply somber 
works by Georgian composer, Giya Kancheli. Although the composer left his homeland 
before it would be ravaged by war and economic despair, he still carries the heavy 


burdens of his heritage, which are channeled into his music. Kancheli’s work, so 
deeply imbued with suffering and grief, inhabits deserted spaces, devoid of human life. 
His compositions are shattered pictures of lost beauty, broken dreams, ruptured hopes 
and happiness. The extremes of emotion contained within these pieces, crawl painfully 
from dissonant quietude of mourning to explosive rage of anguish and fear. The 
centerpiece of this harrowing recording is the haunting “Midday Prayers”, written for 
small orchestra and solo clarinet - A meditation that moves suddenly from silence to 
controlled cacophony within it's 23 minutes. “Night Prayers”, featuring renowned 
saxophonist, Jan Gabarek’s emotionally riveting performance, continues this ominously 
dynamic excursion into darkness and contains the same somber beauty that is often 
achieved by composers like Alfred Schnittke and Henryk Gorecki. Caris Mere is a 
potent, emotionally demanding work, highly recommended to anyone interested in truly 
modern classical music. (A) 


TUU “Mesh”, Robert Rich and Alio Die “Fissures” (Fathom, POB 31321, San 
Francisco, CA 94131). With these two fine new releases, Fathom continues an 
unblemished record, issuing the most elegant, pristinely recorded dark ambient music 
available, by some of the most prominent artists in the genre. TUU's Fathom debut (but 
actually their third or fourth release) is a major improvement on past work. Mesh is full- 
bodied, exotic and haunting music. Somber electronic textures encrusted in dark 
rhythms of clay drums, bells and “ancient howls” ebb and flow within these seven 
extended pieces. The tone here is similar to that of the more exotic works by artists like 
O Yuki Conjugate, Paul Schutze, and Steve Roach -- rich, tribal and deeply sensual. 
Veteran electronic innovator, Robert Rich purveyed the depths of “dark ambient" music 
long before such a term was coined. With Fissures, his eleventh or twelfth release, he 
continues a series of unexpected and extraordinary collaborations. Although Rich's 
lushly textured, deeply exotic solo work is consistently moving, it is rarely dangerous. 
This element of menace does, however, permeate Fissures. Noted Italian electronic 
artist Alio Die (Stefano Musso) has long delved into such dank realms, and his 
influence on the resulting music is powerful, but hardly overwhelming. Rich's strong 
melodic sense and warm, organic playing (wood flutes, steel guitar, dulcimer, etc...) 
balance Musso's dark droning textures. Fissures is meditative, ritualistic music, often 
unsettling but always rich and alluring. Both CDs (A) 


Ana-Maria Auram / lancu Dumitrescu “Volume 1008" (Rer Megacorp, 79 Beulah 
Road, Thornton Heath, Surrey, UK CR7 8JG/ Wayside Music, POB 8427, Silver 
Springs, MD 20907). Romanian composer Dumitrescu specializes in the creation of 
nightmarish musical monstrosities for large orchestra. Past works have incorporated 
grinding steel and agonizing percussive hammering, emerging from the insane shriek 
of orchestral cacophony. To call Dumitrescu’s work “difficult” or “experimental” is an 
understatement, to say the very least. His compositions are deeply influenced by the 
early works of composers like Penderecki and Ligeti, who explored similar realms of 
aural terror in the late 1950's and 1960's. Much of Volume 1008 is devoted to works 
for string quartet, so the tone is somewhat less threatening than some of Dumitrescu's 
past releases, but when the eight minute orchestral piece, “Fluxus” does appear, one 
hears the composer in glorious form. This is disturbing, intensely grim music inspired 
by the torment of brutal oppression that characterized Romanian life before the 
revolution. The work of Dumitrescu makes almost everything else seem fairly mild in 
comparison. Volumes 1-5 are most highly recommended, if you can find them. Try 
Other Music in NYC and you'll probably locate at least one of them...or contact 
Wayside Music at the above address. (B+) 


Microstoria “Reprovisers” (Mille Plateaux, Untermainkai 30, 60329, Frankfurt, 
Germany). Microstoria, a collaboration between Jan St. Werner from Mouse on Mars 
and Markus Pop from Oval, has issued two fascinating discs, exploring the gray area 
between electro-acoustic and ambient music. Their music, similar in tone to Oval's, is 
built on tight tone clusters and sparse shards of sound from sources manipulated 
beyond recognition. Reprovisers comes as an unexpected surprise. Here artists like 
Stereolab, Jim O'Rourke, Ui, Nocolas Collins and several other prominent 
experimentalists remix tracks from Microstoria’s second CD, SND. The results are 
consistently exciting, as mixers add significantly to the minimal basic tracks, 
embellishing pieces with their own distinct stylistic marks. C-Schultz's jazzy revision 
of “Performal", Stereolab's Euro Trance reconfiguration of “Endless Summer’, and 
O'Rourke's droning guitar adaptation of NAMM are but a few examples of the limitless 
possibilities of this process. (B+) 


Blame Presents Logical Progression "Level 2" (FFRR, 825 8th Ave, New York, NY 
10019). The lush, sweeping jazz grooves of Logical Progression have returned, 
courtesy of FFRR, who have brought these essential collections from the UK based 
Good Looking label to our shores. With Leve/ Two, LTJ Bukem, label owner and mixer 
of the previous “Level One", has stepped aside, allowing the equally gifted DJ Blame 
to assemble and mix material by a host of good looking artists, including Nookie, Blu 
Mar Ten, Odyssey, PFM and Bukem, himself. Like Blame'’s sensuous, Jazz based 
collaboration with Justice on the recent /cons release (see last issue for review), his 
work on the “mixed” CD, the first of this double set, contains a high degree of polish 
and musicianship. Subtle, constantly shifting Jungle rhythms intermeshed with exotic 
percussive sequences and shimmering washes of sound create the ultimate “chill”. 
Level 2 is definitely drum and bass fused with a powerful dose of “Acid Jazz", 
propulsively potent for the dance floor but textured and intelligent for home listening. 
The second, Unmixed CD consists of various artists and is far less polished and more 
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demanding than Blame's set. Here rhythms burn with greater urgency, creating tension 
and fire. Although beautifully textured at points "unmixed" is rapid fire Jungle, stripped 
of Blame's subtle sheen. Both discs are delectable examples of the finest drum and bass 
available domestically! (A) 


Steel Pulse “Sound System: The Island Anthology” (/sland, 825 Eighth Ave., New York, 
NY 10079). in the pantheon of great Reggae groups from the late 70's, Steel Pulse must 
be ranked with the very best of them...Although English in origin, the group was the 
hardest and most militant of its time, inspired by the ferocity of Punk (which was at its 
peak at that time). The power of leader David Hinde's lyrics was borne out of the daily 
Struggles of ghetto life in Birmingham, a post-industrial wasteland. Steel Pulse's first two 
LPs, the mighty “Handsworth Revolution” and the equally potent “Tribute to The Martyrs" 
were classic roots recordings; majestic, fiery and deliciously melodic. Sound System 
presents the first three Island releases (Revolution, Tribute and the third LP Caught 
Yoti), digitally remastered, along with unreleased live tracks and 12" mixes The reggae 
contained on these two CDs (more than 2 % hours of music...) is rich, full bodied and 
passionate, performed by an ensemble of seven players who would influence the future 
of the genre with the complexity and sophistication of their arrangements. Absolutely 
recommended to anyone involved in this most vital period of Jamaican music. (A) 


VIA “This is Home Entertainment Vol 3" (Liquid Sky, 67 E. 3rd St, Suite B, New York, 
NY 10003). New York's premiere Trip Hop/Jungle label has issued another very cool set 
ofinner city rhythms in the form of Home Entertainment Vol. 3. Featured here are New 
York heavyweights, We (see review, this issue), DJ Spooky, and DJ Wally, as well as 
newcomers, Lux, Recloose, and the truly excellent Tube. Most of these pieces feature 
Jumbering Trip Hop grooves, laced with sound bytes, queasy loops, and various 
electronic textures, all submitting to the plundering force of the rhythms. DJ Spooky turns 
in “Island of Lost Souls", a disorienting track, swirling and gourged with sonic toxins. DJ 
Ani's “Ginseng Plus” is a potent shot of Acid Jazz, and swings as deftly as anything this 
side of DJ Cam. The big winner in this set, however, is the aforementioned Tube, whose 
“Ziehen’ is a truly ass kicking exercise in experimental Drum and Bass (When can we 
expect an album?!!) Volume Three is a fine representation of the sounds coming from 
Downtown, and should be heard before the scene mutates or dissolves. (B) 


VIA “This Is Drum and Bass” (Beechwood Music, Littleton House, Littleton Road), VIA 
“This Is Jungle” (Ashford, Middlesex, TW15 1UU, UK). Beechwood specializes in budget 
priced three CD box sets, each representing a different facet of popular electronic music. 
For the money, these sets are a tremendous bargain, since they include top quali6ty 
artists and mixes. Each is carefully compiled by specialists in the given genre and within 
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each box set is a bonus disc of special mixes created by a major artist. Thus far, ten 
volumes have appeared representing everything from House to Rap to Drum and Bass. 
Although | have always used the terms “jungle” and “drum and bass” interchangeably, 
there is a very definite difference in the music that are represented within these two box 
sets. “This is Jungle" is an exciting selection of better known, somewhat more 
mainstream artists including Alex Reece, Goldie, Omni Trio, Photek, LTJ Bukem. The 
frantically rhythmic, kinetically charged music contained on these three CDs is constantly 
shifting tempo and texture with primal intensity. A better overview of jungle cannot be 
found for the price (about $20). “This is Drum and Bass" is a much subtler affair. Indeed 
each of the tracks is propelled by the rhythm of drums and bass, but the grooves are a 
lot lighter and steadier that those found on the jungle compilation. The tracks here are 
quite listener friendly, bordering on the commercial. Included are some major players of 
the genre like St. Etienne, Skylab, Art of Noise, A Guy Called Gerald, Alex Reece, and 
Goldie. Strong emphasis is placed on soaring saxes, melodious female vocals and 
gentle washes of synthetic color. Rhythms rarely dominate or overshadow the delicate 
pleasing web of sequenced electronic texture. Although “This is Drum and Bass” is 
made for club play, and does not offer the more rigorous challenges of “the jungle”, it 
stands as a fine representation of the genre. Both are well worth owning. This is Jungle 
(A), This Is Drum and Bass (B) 


VIA "Chiky(u)u (Mother Earth)" (Ash International, 13 Osward Road, London, SW17755 
UK). Following the brilliant Antiphony compilation comes the new Ash International 
release, Chiky(u)u, consisting of recent sound experiments from Japan's new school of 
electronic sound sculptors. During the past few years a lot of Japanese noise (in the 
form of Merzbow, Hanatarash, Masonna, etc...) has penetrated the US market. In 1984 
such work was shocking in its high powered assault, but today it seems fairly one 
dimensional and tired, since almost no progress has been made by these artists. The 
new school of Japanese electronics, as documented here in the sound scapes of the 
highly prolific Aube, MSBR, etc...is slightly more interesting. These artists employ a 
greater degree of texture and electronic processing in their sonic explorations. As has 
usually been the case with Japanese electronica, the recordings are low fi. Four track 
gear, contact mics and minimal equipment is used to maximum effect. As the title 
implies, these pieces are based on the sounds of nature, electro acoustically processed, 
amplified and reconfigured. A few of the tracks like Hatohan's “Quake" contain 
interesting textures, but overall these compositions severely lack depth and development, 
indicating limited ability and vision. After listening to the aforementioned Antiphony 
produced by real innovators in experimental music, it's hard to hear such pale imitation. 
(C+) 


Write to Paul Lerios at *4 Locust St, Massapequa, NY 117358. 
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After working a double shift as a dishwasher, John walked into his apartment and threw himself 
onto his sofa. He pulled off his hat and lightly tickled and scratched the pink folds of the vagina 
in his forehead. God, it felt good, like the warm tingling sensation he felt whenever he had sex. The 






fluttering feeling urged him to probe deeper and ease a few fingers into the cavity, but a rin 
phone startled him into pulling out his fingers and wiping them on his pants. Then, he picked up 
receiver. = 
"Hello?" He said. "What's going on?...Really? ...Whose paintings are up? ... Oh. Well, | heard he ai 
that good....Yes I know, maybe tomorrow.” 
“He touched the pink folds on his forehead, softly. 
"No, | thought I'd spend some time with the television... Ok, see you tomorrow.” 
‘He hung up the phone and raised his other palm to the pink folds and massaged them with both 
hands. That warm feeling returned, as he leaned back into the couch, closing his eyes. Thoughts 
became erratic, as he shifted from images of women to images of televisions. Air sighed in and 9y 
of his body; a smirk twisted his mouth, but the phone rang again. & 
"Yes," said John. "Oh, hey Missy...whats up? ....A benefit show for Food Not Bombs? Who's 
playing? ...Uh yeah, but not tonight. | don’t feel like seeing a band... No, | just want fo spend some 
time with the television...You know how it is... Yes, | know that they need the money, but |! want fo 
be with the TV tonight...Talk to you later; | love you.” eh 
He hung up the phone and stared at the television, bringing his . 
fingers to the pink folds. Televisions in the twenty second century came with everything, and they 
were big too, with intricate parts. He traced tiny circles, playing with the sensitive outer lips. He 
got an urge fo turn it on, but the phone rang, again. 
"Yes what is it?... No, I'm not interested!" 
John slammed the phone down and pulled the cord from the wall. Ha! 
Try and call me now, he thought. Rubbing the cavity in his head, he walked to the television an 
turned it on, quickening his wrist action. Then he sorted through the channels one by one == even 








over, and eased it into his forehead vagina. 
Drool leaked from the corner of his mouth, as he bobbed his 
head up and down. With his eyes rolling to the back of his: 
head, his tongue hanging out, groans of "'yes’’ repeating, his 
hands gripping the sides of the TV, sweat beading on his face, 
and his blood racing, he had a sensual explosion. 
“Exhausted, he slumped onto the sofa and got tissue from a 
box on the coffee table. He wiped sticky fluid from the genitals 
on his head, resting his head on the armrest afterwards. Static 
glowed from the television,.and.John didn't move. for..hou 
staring at the television, drooling and feeling numb. — 
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2.Sect.8 "88cm. Kanone" (Big Disc Music Inc., POB 4273, Hackensack, NJ, 07601). 
In the beginning of this CD, it sounds kind of like a poor man's version of Soundgarden 
meets Deep Purple meets Living Color. But by the middle of this it starts to turn into 
80's poop Metal. The vocalist reminds me a bit of Lenny Kravitz --Helen from the 
Jeffersons son. A bit outdated, maybe ‘cause it was recorded in Feb 957(CD)-Mr.Noiz 


Anti-Flag "Die for the Government” (New Red Archives, POB 210501, San Francisco, 
CA 94121), A few months ago when this came out | was taking the train home with 
Myk, who works at Dutch East. He was telling me about this record and how the people 
at NRA were pissed that it wasn't selling like hotcakes. Myk thought it was because the 
type of kids who like Anti-Flag are the summer squatters NY is filled with. They won't 
walk into a store and buy this record ‘cause that's not Punk. | was interested in this 
band ‘cause | heard good things from Jeff, who played with them when he was in 
Submachine. | then heard Anti-Flag amazing at Coney Island High with the UK Subs, 
so | went to Tower and bought this. No wonder the NRA people are pissed... This is 
brilliant! Each song makes me wanna listen more and more. Those bass lines are very 
similar to Matt of Rancid, and lyrically it's fuckin’ great. "You've Got to Die For the 
Government’ is totally true, and "Summer Squatters Go Home" is my new theme song 
for each time | walk down St. Mark's. “Punk By the Book" is yet another example of 
brilliant writing. These guys dis Punk and every little clique. It fuckin’ rules. | am just 
wondering if they're all what they say they are. Perhaps that's why record sales haven't 
soared, ‘cause shit, this should sell just as many as Rancid.(CD)-Spag 


Anti-Heros "Live On A Five Vol. 3" (Headache, POB 204, Midland Park, NJ 07432). 
You know, when this series first started out | was too dumb to figure out how to play 
these things properly, then my buddy Corky showed me how to do it. Anyway, Armen 
continues his 5" series with the Anti-Heros. The recording quality is great -- it captures 
the band perfectly. Anti-Heros can be described as punky Hardcore laced with Oi! 
There's a cool Kubrick Clockwork inspired photo of the band which looks pretty 
menacing. You get two tracks on this, "The Herbert Moonstomp" and "The Rapist." 
After listening to this you'd certainly want to pick up their other tunes, and | guess that's 
the point. Another good release from Headache.(5")-Groovy 


Antiseen "Here To Ruin Your Groove" (Baloney Shrapnel, POB 6504, Phoenix, AZ 
85005). Gun totin’, truck drivin’, beer swillin', Southern as fuck Punk Rock. It don't get 
no more redneck than this. Seventeen new tracks, three of which are covers. The cover 
of Alice Cooper's "Sick Things" is a small masterpiece, and the production of this is 
surprisingly good. | don't see these guys having tremendous sales but give them credit. 
They kick out music like a dog kicks out fleas, and most of it rocks. GG fans look 
out!(CD)-Myk 


Atari Teenage Riot "Burn Berlin Burn" (Grand Royal, POB 26689, Los Angeles, CA 
90026) Innovation. If there has been ANY visionary spirits in this wide spectrum of 
what we call MUSIC lately, this is it hands down. DIGITAL HARDCORE? Absolutely. 
Musical anarchy? Without question. Hey man, anyone who knows ME knows | 
shouldn't be liking this. Major label? If you care, you're a fucking idiot. 1997 fortunately 
is the year (actually, they've been around longer than that) where three young punks 
from Berlin took the real roots of HC minus the trappings of most cliches that every old 
motherfucker and new jack badass thinks is Word, mofo. Not only that, but it's done 
in true modern fashion: samples, drum machines,and a lusty fraulein screaming her 
brains out more than any bogus self righteous street crook that | know ever could, Miss 
the point? Go ahead, it's your funeral. A1 Recommended with a bullet up your 
ass!''(CD)-Joe 


Baboon "Secret Robot Control" (Wind-Up Entertainment Inc., 72 Madison Ave., 8th 
Floor. New York. NY 10016). Wow! Listening to Secret Robot Control is probably 
more of an intense experience then roughhousing with a female mudwrestler on 
steroids! Since Baboon's last disc, Face Down In Turpentine, the band has gotten 
tighter and has expanded their horizons with uplifting noise. Songs such as "I'm OK 
if You're OK" and "The Man With The Plastic Penis" finds the band pumping out thick 
layered chords, pummeling drumming and squealing feedback. Another fine song, 
"You And |," is more or less a brutal Germs like punk ditty all doctored up with a very 
anthematic chorus. Yes, all eleven tracks will please your ears and rattle your 
brain. (CD)-Alex 


Birmingham 6 "Error Of Judgement" (Cleopatra, 8726 Sepulveda Bivd., Suite D&2, 


Los Angeles, CA 90045). Error Of Judgement is definitely one of the better 
techno/synthcore releases I've heard recently thanks to a large amount of spaced out 
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synth programming, blazing beats and metallic guitar riffs here and there in the mix. 
The chaps in Birmingham 6 wind up getting a two thumbs up salute. This release sort 
of reminds me of Nine Inch Nail's Pretty Hate Machine minus sixty percent of the guitar 
playing with more of a focus on heart pounding, Euro-Techno dancebeats. As a matter 
of fact, the Birmingham 6 hail from Denmark, so the "Euro Techno" reference should 
really not be quite a surprise. Vocals are sung in a sort of raspy voiced, mysterious type 
of way, and along with some interesting lyrics regarding emptiness, despair and 
politics, this disc wound up winning me over. Forget about that played out Prodigy junk 
that tends to unite the mall rat/Sam Goody crowd; the Birmingham 6 deserve all the 
attention and this CD is proof!(CD)-Alex 


Blithe "Verse Chorus Verse" (Alias, 2815 W. Olive Ave., Burbank, CA 91505). 
Sweden is best known for breeding Death Metal and Epitaph inspired Punk bands, but 
now in the form of Blithe, this country has something different to offer, and it's quite 
impressive. Verse Chorus Verse is a collection of quirky, Indie Rock tunes that may 
slightly bring to mind bands such as Superchunk or Silkworm. Actually nailing down 
a solid comparison is rather difficult simply because Blithe maintain a sound that is 
definitely their own. Their vocalist's throat -- which at times is deep, but mostly middle 
ranged -- reminded me a little of David Byrne from the Talking Heads. Along with 
hummable choruses, upbeat bass playing, and a bit noisy but mainly melodic six string 
strumming, this disc wound entertaining me. Hey, you've got to dig a band who sings 
about sitting on the porch smoking dope and reading porn!(CD)-Alex 


The Bomboras "It Came From Pier 13!" (Dionysus, POB 1975, Burbank, CA 91507). 
Man oh man, these cats pull out all the stops here -- top o’ the line Surf/ hot rod exotica 
complete with the essential springy reverb, fuzz drenched guitar and cheesy Farfisa 
organ sounds that pay true homage to the originators of the California sound. Most of 
the Bomboras' untamed wildness is purely instrumental, but the boys prove that they 
can howl when necessary on "She'll Do Ya Wrong", a raw 'n' rude frat rock rave up 
that'll have fans of the Back From the Grave comps salivatin’ for more. As if there's not 
enough icing on this cake, former X string smasher Billy Zoomalso makes a rare guest 
appearance here handling sax and bass playing duties to add to this already 
happening group of hooligans. Guaranteed to get the floor movin’ at your next shindig, 
this bad boy is a cut above the rest.(CD)-Joe 


Brainiac "Electro-Shock For President" (Touch and Go, POB 25342, Chicago, Il 
60625). This is the first time I've actually heard 3rain1ac (as they spell it), and | like 
them. Sort of Devo like, but not so geeky. "Flash Ram" is really mellow and melodic, 
as opposed to the frantic "For My Beloved." | fell asleep with my CD player on one 
night and was woken in fright from "“Eashion 500" which is a bunch of freaky sounds 
with a French lesson over it. Kind of a better version of Nine Inch Nails... maybe Trent 
should take some lessons.(CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Brawl "Thalidomide" (Allied, POB 460683, San Francisco, CA 94146). Six song EP 
on Allied that is a little lower than their usual quality. The music is hard and driving but 
the vocals are just hard on the ears. The band would be some really good California 
Punk Rock if it wasn't for the poor vocals. Heavy bass, good guitar sounds and fast 
drums. It's a great start. (CD)-Myk 


Buck O Nine "True Or False” biw "Voice In My Head '96" ( Taang, 706 Pismo Ct, San 
Diego, CA 92109). Ughh... what happened? | never thought I'd end up writing a bad 
review for these guys, but this 7" is just lame. The formula just isn't happening, maybe 
it's because of time limitations or something, but this was way off the mark, from an 
otherwise fairly good quality Ska Punk band. This is more traditional sounding Ska, but 
lacks that certain something that makes it enjoyable. | hope their release on TVT 
doesn't continue in this direction.(7")-Groovy 


The Business "The Truth, The Whole Truth...” (Taang, 706 Pismo Ct., San Diego, 
CA 92109). This late in the game, do the Business really need an introduction? Over 
the past few years I've watched these guys move from skinhead cult heroes to 
becoming household names where every punk claims to have been listening to them 
for ages. (yeah right!!!) Despite whether you've actually been following the Business 
from the get go or if you've picked up on them within the last two years, one thing is 
certainly undeniable: they're a good band. This CD outshines their Century Media stuff 
and their Death I Dance EP. | don't know, the production on this (which is handled by 
Lars Frederiksen -- wowza!!) is great. Perhaps too clean for the rough and tumble 
street kids, but nonetheless | really dug this. Lyric wise these are probably some of the 
better lyrics that they've come up with, they seem more honest and heartfelt. If you're 
not familiar with this group, this is as good as any place to start. The same can be said 
for Streetpunk in general, but nonetheless, don't neglect to seek out stuff by the slew 
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€ music is great and the vocals are twice as great...much cooler than Nation Of Ulysses..." PUNK PLANET 
wl am at a loss for words at how great this record is...1 can't wait for more..." RUST 
..this is the #1 surprise 7"...real good job!" CHANGE 


-«l think it's awsome that there are new bands such as |.0.L. creating a new sound that is heavy and powerful 
et crossed with melody as well..." SLUG & LETTUCE 


BOUT LATE |UNE: ...this is how it should be, angry at times, melodic at others and just downright fucking original...awsome, 

A CAs totally heartfelt and sincere..." NO LABELS ; 

OT ibex 7"EP/MCD  detinitely one of the best Long Island bands around..." HODGEPODGE 
“vwel'm pretty impressed...these four songs are perfect..." U.T.V. 
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of other Streetpunk Oi! bands that are carrying the torch onward!!(CD)-Groovy 


Buzzov*en "Useless" b/w “Never Again" (Reptilian, 403 S.Broadway, Baltimore, MD 
21231). Anewer, kinder, Buzzov*en kicks out their revamped evil. The vocals are a lot 
more Tom Warriorish and the‘music is a tad slower. This is still more brutal than most 
bands could muster at the height of their insanity, and like all Buzzov*en releases it's 
a must own. Then you must see them live; the last time around they were the most 
together | have ever seen them. Great stuff.(7")-Myk 


Cleanser "Grime" (None Of The Above, POB 654, Farmingville, NY 11738). These 
local hero's come at you with their first full length CD. Tracks 1-7 and tracks 8-13 were 
recorded about nine months apart, and you can definitely see a difference. There is a 
progression in songs and style that is good to see in a still relatively new band. | prefer 
tracks 8-13, they are a little more raw and in your face which | prefer, but the other 
songs have the maturity. All in all, a very solid release of crossover Hardcore and 
Metal. Mostly Hardcore but the guitar has so much chunk you can't help but call it 
Metal.(CD)-Myk 


Coal Chamber (Roadrunner, 536 Broadway, New York, NY 10012). Korn-Inch- 
Pantera minus the hard guy looks, not to mention the Marilyn Manson clone on the 
front cover driving an ice cream truck. This is one of those "this music is hot at the 
moment” type bands. If this sound dies, so will this band.(CD)-Myk 


Crowbar "Broken Glass" (Pavement Music Inc., 2123 S. Priest Dr., Suite 206, Tempe, 
AZ 85282). Compared to Crowbar's releases in the past, Broken Glass differs a bit 
because this time the band has added some speed to their tempos and chord 
progressions with an end result that gives this disc a hyperactive, caffeine fueled feel. 
Nothing else has changed. Trademark bellowing, growling "I'm in pain" vocals, super 
crunchy guitars and a devastating, pummeling rhythm section still remain intact. No 
ballads or commercialized crap can be found here, like that should really surprise you. 
There are still some doomy, slowed down moments on this CD like the track "Nothing," 
but mostly everything else can be filed as "Sounds From The Mosh Pit." Altogether, 
Crowbar's latest unit is superior like everything else they've put out and yes, Crowbar 
are the coolest band to have the word "crow’ in their band name. As for the Counting 
Crows and the Black Crowes..... (CD)-Alex 


Dead and Gone "God Loves Everyone Except You" (Alternative Tentacles, are you 
senious?). Billy Anderson can do no wrong. Another masterpiece of pain and anger ala 
Neurosis and Kiss It Goodbye. Piercing sonic guitars that go from a slow trudge to 100 
mph instantly. A drummer that doesn't know the meaning of the world "fill" and a 
vocalist that could easily make Buzzov*en sound like Barry Manilow. The is the most 
brutal CD AT has ever ventured to release, and it is a blockbuster. To top it off these 
guys are on tour with Neurosis and EyeHateGod.(CD)-Myk 


Deadsy (Sire, try the fuckin’ phone book). Well, well, what do we have here? Deadsy 
isa band that is somewhat gothic, but is basically an alternative band that features -- 
believe it or not -- Cher's son, Elijah Blue. Anyway, Deadsy is definitely not goth 
enough to be on a label like Projekt, due to the fact that Deadsy seems more fixated on 
melody and just creating an overall sound that's not really deep, dark and mind 
boggling, but being quite suitable for alterna-FM stations. Think a more rhythmic Type 
O Negative rather then the Sisters Of Mercy. This release is not the greatest, but some 
crunchy chords here and there along with Syd Barret like vocals and some trippy 
keyboard tinkering prevents this effort from falling totally flat.(CD)-Alex 


Die My Will (Drawn and Quartered, 20 Newell Ave, Bristol, CT 06010). This is one 
of the better bands | have heard come out of CT in some time. As originality goes it is 
not earth shattering, but it is solid. Lots of influences, including: Integrity, Dead Guy, 
some good old fashioned Metal, and a little Metallica. The artwork is so Metal it hurts, 
all in black and white, all with some type of religious outlook. | really like this for a small 
local band: it definitely grows on you. People should check this out and support the 
locals, not to mention hear some really good chunka-chunka stuff.(CD)-Myk 


Dinosaur Jr. "Hand It Over" (Reprise, who needs an address?) Yes indeed, Dinosaur 
Jr. are back again with yet another release and this time the group seems more noisy 
and aggressive compared to their last couple of discs. In fact, you can say Hand It Over 
finds these lads pumping out tunes that are reminiscent of the band's earlier years. 
Many tracks are served in a loud and fuckin’ proud guitar wailing fashion that is ina 
way kind of retro. Gee, maybe J. Mascis has been stocking up on Neil Young and 
Crazy Horse material at Sam Goody. Experimentation works out quite well on the song 
“tm Insane," which contains some interesting flute playing which jives along gracefully 
with the sonic backdrop. The gruff, somewhat rusty vocals of J. Mascis help towards 
lending this disc a raw and dirtier feel. A must for any Dinosaur Jr. fan.(CD)-Alex 


Drowning Room "The Divinity Syndrome" (Trip Machine Laboratories, Po Box 36, 
New City, NY 10956). At a quick glance | thought this would be a Gothic band because 
of the name and the artwork, which is actually a cropped HR Gieger picture. Instead 
it's actually that Hardcore laden Heavy Metal or vice versa. The lyrics have that 
menacing heathen quality to them that | like, but music wise | felt like it was a yawner. 
One of the band members is wearing a Straight Edge sweatshirt, which | thought was 
amore bizarre mishmash, especially with the Gieger photo and all. | really don't think 
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Mr. Gieger is one for absolute sobriety.(7")-Groovy 


Electric Frankenstein "Sick Songs” (Neask International, 21000 Bold Rio Road 
#A-15, Boca Raton, FL 33433). Well, if you haven't heard these guys by now you 
should drop this mag and start listening to disco ‘cause this record is just like all of EF's 
in the past: fuckin’ brilliant. I'm having a hard time writing about this ‘cause ! just want 
to get up and dance. Play this loud and over and over again. A friend of mine said they 
wrote the best song and stuck with it -- totally true. Each song delivers the energy of 
a 7 year old who ate 20 Snickers bars. Hard pounding, clean, solid guitar licks with 
intense vocals. Scott Wilkins, oh sorry, Daveno is a great front man. His replacement 
at one time was questionable, but there's no question that this is the greatest record 
this year. A few songs were released on 7's but this disc is worth the bucks. Includes 
gems like "Action High,” "Not With U," "| Wish | Could," and "Back At You." Great beer 
drinking, balls breaking, hard dancing record. (CD)-Spag 


Everready "All Time Low EP" (Mighty Idy, POB 7756, Clearwater, FL 34618). This 
band has a shitload of 7" all of which are OK. Jawbreaker-sounding Pop Punk with 
snotty nasal vocals. OK stuff if you like that sound. If you liked them in the past then 
you would probably like this one. Not bad. Just nothing special.(7")-Spag 


Fates Warning "A Pleasant Shade of Grey" (Metal Blade, 2828 Cochran St, Suite 
302, Simi Valley, CA 93065). One song? Are you fuckin’ kidding? What is this, 
ambient Metal? This is recycled garbage! This band should have quit after No Exit. 
Now they should be called No Idea! There's a reason no one listens to your music. Dull 
would be too good a word.(CD)-Myk 


Flipp (Hollywood, 500 S. Buena Vista St, Burbank, CA 91521). There's nothing really 
special or unique about this band. Just like any other alterna rock group striving for 
airplay, Flipp will surely provide FM radio spin doctors with massive hard-ons due to 
a megadose of hummable choruses, cliched guitar arrangements, over the top 
production and vocals that can range from occasional punkish screaming to downright 
obnoxious and pretentious crooning particularly found on the band's more ballad 
oriented tunes. Imagine the trippier, guitar driven side of Jane's Addiction impregnating 
a bozo band like Sponge and you sort of get the picture. Flipp actually don't even 
deserve to be even slightly compared to Jane's Addiction, but because fifteen percent 
of this disc was worth paying attention to, the honorable comparison stays in 
place.(CD)-Alex 


Flotsam and Jetsam "High" (Metal Blade, 2828 Cochran St, Suite 302, Simi Valley, 
CA 93065). This is it, the triumphant return of Flotsam And Jetsom. | haven't listened 
to these guys since their second album; and | didn't plan on starting now, but this is 
good. All the major label bullshit behind them, they set out to make some fuckin’ music. 
Produced by Bill Metoyer!!! The guy is a fuckin’ genius, and proves it here. The cool 
song titles in other bands’ logos is amazing too. Nothing but ass kickin’ Speed Metal 
on this release, a must own. I'm listening to it right now.(CD)-Myk 


Fuzz "Beloved" (Fuzz, 1743 Camino Lindo Bivd., South Pasadena, CA 91030). The 
sticker on the CD case reads “Heavy Psychedelic." As soon as | noticed it | pretty had 
a hunch that | was going to appreciate this. Sure enough, all six tracks on this EP 
impressed me thanks to an abundant amount of swirling, wah-wah guitar riffs, sedate, 
well flowing vocals some Middle Eastern melodies and arrangements here and there. 
Mysterious song titles like "Quoth |" and "Dream Of Me, Bacchant" help intensify the 
exotic aura of this group. There's no need for any comparison simply because Fuzz 
have their very own identity. | am already psyched up for Fuzz's next effort!(CD)-Alex 


Gnomes Of Zurich "33rd Degree Burns” (Amphetamine Reptile, 2645 1st Ave S., 
Minneapolis, MN 55408). Hard to describe this, but the Gnomes have that melodic 
noise element that about 1/3 of the AmRep roster share. It's a good sound, but this one 
took a few weeks to grow on me. Some songs to check out are "About Yay High" and 
"Bath In Me." Gnomes features ex-members of Janitor Joe. There are about 20 tracks 
on here, so it's a long one. | recommend this to AmRep fans.(CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Go! Dog! Go! "Glad To Be Unhappy" (Risk, 11908 Ventura Bivd., Studio City, CA 
91604). There's no lack of innovation here. Go! Dog! Go! simply deliver the goods in 
a very creative manner that finds the band crossbreeding cranked up guitars with 
superb, screamed out vocals along with some jazzy saxophone playing as icing on the 
cake. Imagine Captain Beefheart, Helmet, and Tanner all thrown into a blender and you 
pretty much get the idea. Go! Dog! Go!'s saxophone wailing quite often moves along 
in a identical rhythmic pattern with the chord arrangements and rhythm section giving 
songs like "Socket' and "Intent To Change" a bouncy, aggressive jazzcore vibe. Even 
ona couple of the CD's mellower moments like "Spacegirl," these dudes prove they're 
more then just some sonic noise mongers by adding acoustic guitars, smooth crooning 
vocals and laid back sax arrangements. Overall, Glad To Be Unhappy got me more 
excited than witnessing a lesbian orgy and it will definitely make my top ten CD list for 
1997. Become the most cutting edge freak on your block by adding this to your disc 
collection.(CD)-Alex 


Grief "Miserably Ever After" (Pessimiser, POB 1070, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254). 
Fuckin' doom at it's moodiest. This is one band | have to admit that | absolutely hated, 
but this is the big turn around album. They do a St. Vitus cover, and they sped up their 
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sound just enough to make them listenable. It is still gut wrenching, and you may still 
want to slit your wrists while listening, but the metal is strong. This is the stuff that is 
making EyeHateGod dangerous. If you like the doom, if you like the Southern Rock 
influence, if you like the SABBATH, this is for you.(CD)-Myk 


Grip Inc. "Nemesis" (Metal Blade, 2828 Cochran St. Suite 302, Simi Valley, CA 
93065). This definitely better than the first time | listened to it. This is a really good 
thrash record, but I'm not crazy about the vocals -- they aren't heavy enough. The 
guitars are really crunchy, and -- hey -- Dave Lombardo on drums. 'Nuff said about 
that. The solos do showcase some talent, and the song structures do make it 
interesting. This is one of the better discs on Metal Blade in a while.(CD)-Myk 


Gwar "Carnival Of Chaos” (Metal Blade, 2828 Cochran St, Suite 302, Simi Valley, CA 
93065). Well, | guess you would call this a Gwar concept album. Every song has a 
different type of musical influence, showcasing either Gwar's musical ability, or their 
ability to copy other people. Let's face it, the only reason for Gwar is their ‘90's version 
of an Alice Cooper stage show. They aren't that good, never were. But this is at least 
interesting due to the musical exploration -- | ‘Il give them credit for being better 
musically than | ever did.(CD)-Myk 


The Hate Bombs "One Thing On My Mind" (Speed O Meter, 1430 Lake Highland Dr., 
Orlando, FL 32803). These guys play truly inspired '60s Garage pop Good clean '60s 
guitar licks. Similar to stuff you would hear on a Garage Punk unknown LP. Let's put 
it this way, it's so vintage sounding my mom likes it. See them live, they rock.(7")-Spag 


Helmet “Aftertaste” (Interscope, 10900 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 1230, Los Angeles, CA 
90024). Finally after a three year wait, Helmet are back with a brutal, menacing disc 
which finds the band striving for a more stripped down, in your face approach as 
opposed to the more experimental, artsy nature of Betty. As always, the pummeling 
rhythm section is still intact along with Page Hamilton's stop and go rhythmic guitar 
assault. This time around Page seems to be exploring the world of guitar solos a little 
bit more, but don't worry Helmet fans, the solos work out to be more or less a depth 
enhancing factor rather then a commercialized, watered down approach. While songs 
like "Insatiable" and "Broadcast Emotion" could've easily been on Meantime, tracks like 
"Renovation" and "It's Easy To Get Bored" feature a more bouncy, melodic vibe with 
some sing-a-long choruses thrown in for good measure. Lyrically, this release contains 
some hateful rage and the bitter words are even more fueled up thanks to Page's 
charged up yells and screams. Altogether, | still feel Meantime is Helmet's best effort 
ever, yet Aftertaste has plenty of beef and spice to give any member of The 700 Club 
with a daring ear a major case of the sweats.(CD)-Alex 


Inch "Dot Class C" (Headhunter/Cargo Music Inc., 4901-906 Morena Bivd., San 
Diego, CA 92117-3432). Once upon a time, Inch released their debut CD on a label 
called Seed Records back in '94. Even though | never got around to checking them out 
back then, | assumed they were just another jangly ass, radio friendly alterna outfit. 
How wrong | was. With Dot Class C, | wound up discovering this band's unique blend 
of progressive melodies, tight rhythm section antics and punchy chords all combined 
to create a genuine listening experience. While lending my ear to songs like "Sugar" 
and "Eugenics," | conjured up the thought that these chaps sound a little bit like an 
angrier Pixies colliding with some Headhunter band like, let's say Chune. To help add 
some overall variety, Inch cooks up a groovy, psychedelic atmosphere on the 
instrumental "Moot Point," which contains some moody, drifting riffs which will 
definitely put you in la-la land. I'm sure you the avid Under the Volcano reader will 
appreciate this.(CD)-Alex 


Indicators "12 Ton EP" (VML, POB 183, Franklin Park, IL 60131). Let's see, it's on 
VML, its on clear vinyl, it is only 6 songs, and it features ex-members of Government 
Issue, The Effigies, and Bhopal Stiffs. One of the best records of the year? Fuck yeah! 
Very reminiscent of the first Joykiller album, except sped up. Maybe TSOL would be 
a better comparison? Lightning fast garage-y Punk Rock with catchy choruses. There 
are a lot of bad x-member bands and clones out there, this ain't one of them. You need 
to get this. NOW!(12")-Myk 


Integrity "Seasons In The Size Of Days" ( Victory, POB 146546, Chicago, IL 6061 4). 
Yeah baby!!! Ten new Integrity tracks ready to bust out. This is leaps better than the 
10" that came out, and that rocked. They're back to their old form with the exception 
of one song that they re-recorded which isn't as good as the first time around. The 
bonus track is the most demented thing ever, it is a recording of the Jonestown 
massacre layed over a drum beat. Yes, it is the actual final sermon by Jim Jones, with 
death screams and all. This is an advance so | don't know what the artwork looks like 
yet, but I'm sure it's really demonic, just like the music. These guys are off touring 
Europe, so maybe there is still hope of them coming East. Get on line now, you need 
this day one! No joke!(CD)-Myk 


J Church "The Drama of Alienation" (Honest Don's POB 192027 San Francisco, CA 
94119-2027). More poppy stuff from Honest Don's. This is a decent record of angst, 
but lyrically some of it is pretty lame. The band can pack a punch when they want to 
but for the most part, it's a little weak.(CD)-Marc 


Jakkpot "3-2-1 Go!" (Junk, POB 1474, Cypress, CA 90630). Two blasting Punk Rock 
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numbers. Great drinking anthems. Glad to say I've seen them a few times at the 
Continental. | think this is their second 7" and it's rockin'.(7")-Spag 


Judas Iscariot "Harrison Bergeron Bound?” (Mountain, POB 220320, Green Point 
PO, Brooklyn, NY 11222). Eight blasting, chaotic, noisy-as fuck songs. Some include 
trumpet for extra flavor. Each song is diverse and full of rhythmic bass strokes. "Ages 
Like Rhinoplasty’ is my favorite number on this record. Watch for a Judas on tour this 
summer. Great live performance too.(7")-Spag 


Judas Iscariot "Skeptics, Mystics, and Blind Idolaters" (Denied A Custom, 3-5-12-106 
Hashigadai Narita-Shi, Chiba 286 Japan). This rage of noise has 42 tracks containing 
a bass player who plays thru 2 amps, a vocalist who screams, shouts, yells, and a 
drummer who hits uncontrollably hard. At times they break things up to Jazz tempo, 
and then blast in speed noise and power John Zorn comes to mind, even though 
there's no horns on this record. (Horns have been added on newer songs). Each song 
is short and sweet. Recommended to those who enjoy what some may call "Power 
Violence." Got to love the cover of the Jerks’ "Deny Everything."(7")-Spag 


Judas Iscariot “Skeptics, Mystics and Blind !dolaters " (Denied A Custom, 3-5-12-106 
Hashigadal. Narita-shi Chiba 286 Japan). The first release from Long Island's very own 
Judas. [twas recorded last year, and it took a long time to come out due to the fact that the 
label is in Japan. If you don't know what they are about, here it is in a nutshell: the rhythm 
section (bass and drums) are as tight as a mutant insect's anus. Bassist Jeff and drummer 
Aaron, have been playing together for years and have played with the who's who in Long 
Island's guitar player list. Top shelf musicianship here. Vocalist Rich O's only concerns here 
are to educate. harmonize with the chaos, and blow out your eardrums with each breath 
There are classic songs such as "Non-living Room," "Tainted Grapevine," and "Where Is the 
Cheese and Mission." and | can't forget the sentimental, "Sitcom and Pajama Effect.” The 
last song "Spaghetti Cured My Cancer" is so short that you can't say the title of the record 
before the song is over. Oh yeah, it comes with a tree's worth of paper (7")-Mr. Noiz 


The Judas Iscariot "Harrison Bergeron Bound" (Mountain, POB 220320, Greenpoint 
Post Office, Brooklyn, NY 11222-9997). The three piece has expanded internally 
Vocalist Rich now plays a trumpet, and they added a "The" to their name. This record 
sounds great. Some more classics on this include "Zoot Suit Riots," "Manifesto For 
Metal Detectors,” and my favorite title, "An Atheist Says G'Bless You." A surprising 
change of sound is the Low influenced "Rock The British Monarchy."(7")-Mr. Noiz 


Jungle Rot "Skin the Living" (Jungle Rot, POB 452, Gurnee, IL 60031). This was one 
of those things | just kept staring at and didn't really wanna listen to, but | was in fora 
pleasant surprise. Most of these Metal demos are absolutely awful, but this was 
different. There is a good mix of Death Metal and Hardcore. The majority is Metal, but 
the mosh parts seem like they fit right into a Fury of Five song. Good fast tempo, which 
has been missing from a lot of Metal due to the new gloomy slow trend. The vocalist 
is very Obituary-ish, good mix. Write these guys. Who knows? They could be the 
future.(Cassette)-Myk 


Kiss It Goodbye "She Loves Me, She Loves Me Not" (Revelation, POB 5232 
Huntington Beach, CA 92615-5232). First off, if you like Deadguy, you will love this. 
In fact, two of the members were in Deadguy. Three quarters of this band are also 
x-members of Rorschach. This record is very, very heavy (sound, not weight).. The 
musicianship is top notch. Vocalist Tim Singer (what a fitting name)., is one scary 
sounding mother fucker. When he isn't screaming, he's speaking. Two songs, 
"Manthing", and "Hartley," were on their demo, and sound about the same here. Album 
opener “Helvetica,” (named after a font style) is one of my favorite tracks. KIG reminds 
me of the band Blast (who wére very Black Flagish), whose first record was on 
Wishingwell Records (only four releases on that label -- including Youth Of Today, 
Uniform Choice, and Shades Apart, all three somehow connected with Rev today, so 
this record really fits into the Revelation's gamut). This is probably one of the best 
releases of the year. Revelation has outdone themselves this time. Oh yeah, the album 
doesn't even compare to seeing KIG live.(CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Knapsack "Day Three Of My New Life" (Alias, 2815 W. Olive Ave., Burbank, CA 
91505). Well this disc contains some punchy Indie Rock that is full of emotion and 
plenty of energy and is bound to have you dancing around like a chicken without a 
head after just one listen. Songs like “Thursday Side Of The Street" and “Decorate the 
Spine" find this trio ripping through upbeat chord progressions, spirited choruses and 
spine tingling harmonies that can easily snap anyone out of a coma. Knapsack tend 
to not dabble in any turtle paced songs, yet a couple of tracks like "Diamond Mine" start 
out as slow and calm, but eventually the band will pick up the pace and build up the 
song into a shrieking display of screamed out vox and amplified guitars allowing YOU 
the listener to forget the fact that the song had some sedate moments. Guitarist/vocalist 
Blair Shehan's slightly raspy voice may bring to mind Rancid minus the fake British 
accent. During the band's noisier moments his delivery resembles Jeremy Enigk from 
Sunny Day Real Estate. Don't let my Blair/Jeremy wailing vocal comparison make you 
think this band is Sunny Day Part 2. Knapsack have their own sound and they kick 
ass. Buy this before the Sponge fans catch up with it.(CD)-Alex 


The Leaving Trains "Smoke Follows Beauty" (SST, POB 1, Lawndale, CA 90260). 
Trashy and decadent! What more would you expect from a garagey, bluesy, Punk 
Rock band that's fronted by a guy in a dress who goes by the name Falling James? 
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Well aside from the "dude looks like a lady" factor, Smoke Follows Beauty contains 17 
tracks of blistering three chord progressions, infectious choruses, and more guts then 
you can imagine. Most songs have that trashy New York Dolls feel to ‘em. As for the 
lyrics? Well | found some amusement in the pro marijuana themes. This disc is rather 
impressive altogether. Hey, if you can get past the testosterone in garter belts and 
stockings on the CD sleeve, you'll wind up digging this (CD)-Alex 


Limecell (Headache, POB 204, Midland Park, NJ 07432). This is pretty much what 
| expected from Limecell, that snotty, aggro Punk Hardcore thing that they've been 
doing from the start. Meaning they're nasty ass humor and sound isn't lightening up 
any to perhaps win the hearts of 16 year old Epi-punk chicks (though if that were the 
motivation | wouldn't necessarily condemn them for such a move). Anyway, this starts 
off with that "Pirate" song, Which to me sounds like something I'd expect one of the 
Village People or Pansy Division to sing about "I wanna be a pirate -yah- tah-tah". 
"Ready To Try’ is one of the standout tunes because it sounds like it was written to one 
the band member's girlfriends or something. Who knows? Maybe tt'll be a skinhead 
wedding song or something. The rest of this is straight forward Limecell, stuff that will 
trouble your mother, but make the old man proud. Which, depending on your point of 
view, may or may not be such a good thing. | should mention the production on this is 
fantastic. If you like your Punk and Hardcore to sound like Punk and Hardcore then you 
should pick this up, you won't find any of that B-boy hoody stink here G!(CD)-Groovy 


Love Spirals Downwards "Ever" (Projekt, POB 1591, Garden Grove, CA 92842). 
This is the most straight forward disc | have heard on Projekt. Female vocals, real 
drums, and folk guitars. There is no reason stuff like this isn't on the radio and huge. 
itis totally accessible and is well written and moody. The only reason it is not huge is 
because it isn't on a major label. Well thank god, this is some really beautiful stuff that 
almost reminds me of a toned down ‘80's new wave group. This Is rather original and 
thus kind of hard to describe. AT best attempt to compare this to anything, | would say 
it is very Edie Brickell-ish. Whatever it is, it's good as is everything i've heard on 
Projekt so far. (CD)-Myk 


Man or Astro Man? "1000X" (Touch and Go, POB 25520, Chicago, IL 60625). This 
here is their weakest release to date -- which by the way is not bad -- but after a million 
amazing releases | guess one OK release is allowed. This record lacks power and a 
few songs have vocals that are kind of weak. | don't know, maybe it's me, but | was a 
little disappointed. [No Spag, this review is dead on -- it was the band, not you. | was 
also disappointed, and couldn't have said it better myself.-Rich}(CD)-Spag 


Marky Ramone and The Intruders (Thirsty Ear, 274 Madison Ave., Suite 804, New 
York. NY 10016). Ok, so the Ramones broke up, but fear not; there's Marky Ramone 
and The Intruders and they kick mucho ass. All 13 tracks are absolute winners, if this 
group's '77 Punk/Sex Pistols meets the Ramones style does not stimulate your ears 
you're either in a coma or maybe you're in need of the Miracle Ear. On tracks like 
“Anxiety” "Can't Take It With You" and "Man Of God" the band tears through some raw, 
grinding three chord progressions and some extremely tight skinbashing courtesy of 
Mr. Ramone. Many other songs contain some nice added touches like surf guitar riffs, 
slightly bluesy, Steve Jonesish solos and some excellent, snotty vocals courtesy of 
vox/guitarist Skinny Bones. Of course you can hear a Ramonesy influence in the 
chorus structures, guitars, and Skinny's voice, which sometimes does sound a little 
Joey. | give credit to Marky Ramone for assembling a fine team of musicians that will 
continue to help Marky thrive in the world of Punk. This is one of the best Punk outputs 
I've heard so far in '97.(CD)-Alex 


Mob "Let The Tribe Increase” (Broken Rekids, POB 460402, San Francisco, CA 
94146). |am not ashamed to admit the times when | am ignorant, | didn't know this was 
a band on the Crass label. | thought it was a band that stole the name from the NYC 
band, until a good (and well informed) friend set me straight. This is a CD compilation 
of everything that this English politico band did and what a masterpiece it is. Elements 
of Crass, and many of the other great anarcho bands of the time, but the most obvious 
comparison would be to the Subhumans. Fans of Dickie and company will absolutely 
love this. This is 20 tracks showcasing some of the best talent in early '80's Crust 
Rock. A most own!(CD)-Myk 


Mustard Plug “Evildoers Beware!” (Hopeless, POB 7495, Van Nuys, CA 
91409-7495). Punk Ska with a lot of horns. What like about this is the fact that you 
can hear all the horns and that's what makes this a lot better then some of the other 
Punk Ska that is out there nowadays. Mustard Plug obviously aren't Less Than Jake 
or Suicide Machine wannabes, but then again if you've been into this genre longer then 
6 months you already knew that. Ain't that right dildo breath? Yeah | thought so! My 
favorite tune off of this fucker was "Beer (Song)," for the obvious reasons. Like | said, 
this is pretty good above average stuff and actually stands out from most of the Punk 
Ska that we get: then again I'm not surprised, since these guys are from Michigan, 
which has a past history of having good Ska bands from that area, i.e., Gangster Fun, 
The Exceptions. Then again you already knew that as well, right?(CD)-Groovy 


My Life In Rain "Slow Burn" (Allied Recordings, POB 460683, San Francisco, CA 
94146). Their singles, past records, were great and this one, well, is just as good as 
in the past. Melodic straight-up Emo-style rock. Great guitar work with vocals that 
remind me of Sun Brain. This is a good record to sob to or to listen to on a lonely night. 
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It's like a friend when you need one.(CD)-Spag 


My Life In Rain "Slowburn" (Allied Recordings, POB 460683, San Francisco, CA 
94146). Extremely good! Quite refreshing! No, I'm not talking about some new type of 
toothpaste but instead I'm giving plenty of praise to My Life In Rain's latest release. 
Slowbum is a collection of aggressive/progressive music that can sort of be labeled as 
Indie Rock yet not quite. During some points of this disc, this quartet dishes out 
abrasive guitar riffs that reminded me a little of Fugazi. Another interesting aspect of 
this effort is the band's tendency to break into odd time signatures and progressive 
chord progressions when you least expect it. In a way, there is a jazz fusion element 
in My Life In Rain's songwriting. Along with gutsy, emotional vocals and a truly original 
vibe, | must say this band deserves your attention. Nuff said.(CD)-Alex 


My Dying Bride "Like Gods Of The Sun" (Fierce, 286 West Broadway, New York, NY 
10013). Progressive, goth, Metal at it's finest. This record is in the same vein of 
Paradise Lost with the exception of the lyrics. The lyrics more resemble a Goth record 
than a Metal record. The tone is very dark and gloomy, right down to the art work. The 
base of this is all set on top of a powerful drum beat. So powerful in fact that sometimes 
| think this would fall apart without it. This is the epitome of suicide music, almost a 
Mercyful Fate minus King Diamond. Gloom, doom, dark... fill in the blanks. This just 
begins to describe the tone of this piece. Something that must be heard.(CD)-Myk 


Nefilim "Zoon" (Metal Blade, 2345 Erringer Rd., Suite 1 08, Simi Valley, CA 93065). 
Well this doesn't hit too high on the originality chart, but as far as quality, | like it. It is 
that Ministry type Industrial mixed with some John Tardy-esque vocals. Take this and 
add some ripped off noise samples and you get Nefilim. Like | said, it isn't original but 
they steal well. If you like these genre's you won't be disappointed. Anyone remember 
Fields of the Nephilim? This is vocalist Carl McCoy.(CD)-Myk 


Obituary "Back From the Dead" (Roadrunner, 536 Broadway, New York, NY 10012). 
At last, they're back. The one Death Metal band that! just couldn't believe was gone 
and they're not (at least not at the moment.) Ten new tracks, plus a Rap remix. Ok, so 
we all make mistakes, but it is the last track, so there's plenty of good listening before 
it. This album has a totally new flavor from the previous releases. This is a Hardcore 
record, a heavy one but a Hardcore album none the less. This could be gangster style 
Hardcore with Death Metal lyrics. Mr. Tardy is as brutal as always, and once again a 
pleasure to listen to. This was definitely worth the wait in my book.(CD)-Myk 


Ohm "Strapanoid" (Ohm, 643 Broadway, #268, Saugus, MA 09106-1995). Yawn, 
yawn. Ohm's approach to songwriting is just about as dull as taking up a hobby like 
collecting bottle caps. All seven songs feature Ohm coming across as a beefier 
sounding Alice In Chains with a few mosh parts here and there to keep the 
crewcut/baggy pants crowd happy. Yes, this band has a miserable vocalist who'll 
appeal to the spandex and leather crowd thanks to his tendency to reach for those high 
notes that will get the neighborhood dogs barking in no time. | could care less if the 
singer in this group growls and grunts a few times throughout certain songs. The 
bottom line is that 80's/Fates Warning styled vox don't fit well with ‘90s guitar crunch 
music, and Ohm's vibe sucks. You'd be a lot better off searching the sidewalk for bottle 
caps instead of listening to this garbage for twenty seven minutes.(CD)-Alex 


Once Against "Demo 2" (Contact Once Against, 516/421-0290). Yet another new 
killer band has emerged from Long Island. Let's see... Once Against rip through some 
brutal territory which you can say hails from the land of psychosis. This Hardcore/Punk 
crossover unit creates some very moshy, gushing powerchords and interesting time 
changes on songs like "Without You" and "Apathy," which by the way features some 
way intense guitar harmonics. On "Red Paint" the band displays some ultra fast 
tempos and chord progressions that may bring to mind a thicker sounding Anti-Flag. 
Vocals are basically screamed out in an okay way. Better then what | expected, Once 
Against prove good bands still sprout up on this traffic congested sandbar we call 
home.(Cassette)-Alex 


OS 101 (Resurrection AD, POB 763 Red Bank, NJ 07701). Former members of 
Hogans Heroes have their six song debut here for us all. More straight ahead Hardcore 
that kicks some serious ass. This line-up reminds me a lot of Jughead's Revenge, a 
band that | really like. OS 101 also features lan on bass -- remember he moonlighted 
with the Trans Megetti at CB's? This is an awesome record and they are the coolest 
bunch of guys. Check them out!(CD)-Marc 


Parasites "Hang Up" (Lookout, POB 11374, Berkeley, CA 94712). Three more 
amazing pop numbers from the Parasites. Nikki finally decided to use his real name -- 
Dave. More songs for you to sing to your loved one. Their first Lookout single, and 
probably a full length is on its way. Well worth the money. If you like Pop Punk, they're 
the kings. Great band, great songs.(7")-Spag 


PELME "Relax With..." (Grand Theft Audio, 501 West Glen Oaks Bivd., Suite 313, 
Glendale, CA 91202). This is a pretty wacky CD. Actually it's not what I'd expect from 
Grand Theft Audio but then again, who the fuck am I? This is very experimental music 
that | could easily see wetting the panties of those rich goth vampire chick who'd knock 
off their parents in a second with hopes of gaining strength from their exiting souls. 
This reminds of Pigface, minus all the pretentious images that particular name 





SEA MONSTER 
“DEATH, TAXES, AND SEA MONSTER” 


Legendary NYC Garage Punk, with a sound that fits somewhere between the Stooges and the Cramps, 
Sea Monster has been a fixture at clubs like CBGB's and the Continental for almost 10 years. Tracks 
include crowd pleasers like “Oil Well Driller,” “Barbecue at Phil's,” “Sexy Thriller,” and the soon to be 
classic “Just Like E-Z Rider.” Perfect for your next beer bash, or just conquering Rome. 





Format: CD 
Price: $10 


SPLINTERF ACE 
“SEVERED FROM THE WORLD” 








Words like “brutal,” “ugly,” and “what crawled up their asses and died?” apply here. This ferocious 
four song EP is produced by Controlled Bleeding/Skin Chamber's Chris Moriarty. Misanthropic dye! 
NYHC style vocals rejoice in the end of polite civilization amidst a bottom heavy din guaranteed to § 
to Christ's suffering. Not for wimps. 





Format: 7"' EP 
Price: $3.50 


SPLINTERF ACE 
“SEVERED FROM THE WORLD” (BODYBAG VERSION) 


You lucky dog! This is an extremely rare (limited to 200 copies) version of the aforementioned “Sevéred 
From the World” EP, but the jacket boasts alternate artwork so gruesome we have to cover it up with 
somethin’. This fucker is on clear vinyl. Age statement (over I 8) required. Don’t let your parents see it 
unless you really want them to know you’ve got problems. E 





Format: 7" EP, clear vinyl 
Price: $5.00 


SEA MONSTER 
“WE WORK FOR A LIVING YOU PAPER-SHUFFLING PRICK!” 





Fast and garagey. Includes an early version of “Barbecue at Phil’s” and an homage to B-movie direstor 
Roger Corman titled “Corpsman.” Also includes “Pieces” and “Ramming Speed.” Co-produced by The 
Nihilistics’ Ajax Lepinski. Limited to 1000 pressed, numbered, on green vinyl. 


Format: 7” EP, numbered, green vinyl 
Price: $3.50 





PRICES ARE PPD IN THE US. NY RESIDENTS INCLUDE SALES TAX. MAKE CHECKS OUT TO WINGED DISk. 
Other shit available: 


V7A “516: A Long Island Hardcore Compilation” (None of the 
Above Records) This heavy 41 track comp includes cuts by 
Cleanser, Silent Majority, Sub DK, Tension, and Neglect. 


Format: Double CD 
Price: $15 


Those Who Survived the Plague “...Get Rid of” (Sacro Egoismo 


Records) Screeching, noisy Punk from Austria. Goofy but W [ N G E D DI S) K RE C 6) RO S) 


politically aware. POB 53, NESCONSET. NY 11767 USA 
“IGNORED BY THE MUSIC INDUSTRY SINCE 1991" 
DISTRIBUTED BY DUTCH EAST, GET HIP, MOTHERBOX, RHETORIC, 


AND VICTORY. 
DISTRIBUTORS CALL US AT (516)585-7471 


COMING NEXT: DOWN BY LAW. 7” 





Format: CD 
Price: $10 















conjures up. Good, loud and noisy. Plus, the artwork of pentagrams and smiley faces 
creates a nice warm feeling in that blackened cold decaying muscle that | call my heart. 
Unpredictable and intense, the way artsy music should be played!!! Music scholars, 
please, please take note. (CD)-Groovy 


Pennywise "Full Circle" (Epitaph 2798 Sunset Bivd. Los Angeles, CA 90026). Well, 
here is the latest from Cali's favorite sons. The album is dedicated and more less a 
tribute to their fallen brother bassist Jason Thirsk, who left us last Summer and the 
lyrical content on this is a reflection of their/our loss. Musically, the record picks up 
where About Time left off. Plenty of fast paced chugga chugga riffs that Pennywise has 
been giving us all along. This is a great record and some of the songs have a dark 
feeling to them. But what would you do if your bro of so many years committed suicide? 
This will get plenty of airplay from me for many years to come. They also do a live 
studio version of "Bro Hymn" in honor of Jason. After "Bro Hymn" there is 10 minutes 
of silence followed by a beautiful piece on piano by Ronnie King of the Joykiller. While 
listening to Ronnie's piece | couldn't help feeling sad of brothers of my own that have 
fallen to addiction. Kinda puts life in perspective, ya know?(CD)-Mare 


Pep Girlz "Down 'n' Dirty" (Alive, POB 7112, Burbank, CA 91510). | am not one for 
chick bands, but hey they do a Sonics cover of "Cinderella" so | will try to give them a 
modest review. Slow, drawn-out rock that bored me to shit. Even the Sonics cover is 
kind of weak. Not for me.(CD)-Spag 


Pink Lincolns "Pure Swank" (Stiff Pole, POB 20721, St. Petersburg, FL 33742). The 
Pink Lincolns have been around for awhile, and although | like a couple of their earlier 
records this cut'n' dry melodic punk stuff doesn't do it for me. Another entry in the SOS 
(Same Old Shit) category, produced by ALL's Bill Stevenson. Whoopee.(CD)-Joe 


Pond "Rock Collection” (Work, like, where's the address). No longer on Sub Pop, 
Pond have moved on to a new label named Work which | believe is affiliated with one 
of the major labels out there. So, before listening to this | expected the worst, but 
surprise, surprise: Pond still offer a decent plate of noisy, progressive Indie Rock that's 
all ready and set to be devoured. While most tracks have these dudes’ usual 
songwriting formula intact, a few tracks are a little bit more melodic then usual. Shall 
we say possibly radio friendly? Nonetheless, these chaps still manage to expand their 
creative impulses on songs like "Greyhound," which starts off with a schizo, Jazz 
fusion like bassline while then segueing into trippy, countryish guitar twanging. Then 
there's "My Dog the Astronaut, Though" which begins with a sedate, Pink Floyd type 
of way and then eventually builds up into complete amplified loudness. Rock 
Collection is really good; if it sucked | would've drank a six pack right before | went to 
bed.(Cassette)-Alex 


The Poppy Family "A Good Thing Lost 1968-1973" (What Are Records?, 2401 
Broadway, Boulder, CO 80304). A good thing lost??? It's a bad thing that they found 
this!!! But seriously folks, once upon the time there was an anomaly roaming this Earth 
that was called the HIPPIE (sometimes spelled HIPPY, not to be confused with 
longhaired punks, metalheads and people who just can't afford a haircut). Now don't 
get me wrong, some HIPPIES were cool (ie. The Stooges, MC5, John Sinclair, Jimi 
Hendrix, Tiny Tim[????7], etc.), yet others were clouded in a earthy yet seedy 
mysticism in their drug addled heads, something to the effect that they were going to 
take over the world, heh heh heh, DARN THOSE CRAZY HIPPIES!!! Which brings us 
to the cheesy MOR grooviness of the appropriately named Poppy Family (aka Terry 
and Susan Jacks) since you'd probably have to bang at least a bundle of REDRUM in 
your collapsed veins just to dig this enjoyable hokum, mannnnnn. Scoring big with an 
anti-war ditty called "Which Way You Goin’ Billy?" in 1970, this blandly entertaining 
"family" (can you say Spahn Ranch???) could on occasion actually turn out some 
pretty psychedelic schmaltz that would give Engelbert Humperdink a run for his 
money, but what really makes me guffaw in delight are the pics of ol’ Terry playing the 
goofy tough guy with his holster strapped on and arm around lil’ Sue looking like he's 
ready to cultivate her mountainous terrain (Woo Hoo!!! After all, this guy did write a 
song called "Put The Bone In") in addition to the pure hippie fringewear attire sported 
by these yahoos in order to achieve the much desired "Davy Crockett On Acid" look. 
| think I'll burn some incense, turn on my black light and throw up the magic 
mushrooms | just took. Highly recommended!!!(CD)-Joe 


Pressure "Destroy LA" (Uprising, POB 490, Laguna Beach, CA 92652). This isa 
great old school Orange County type Punk band. Not as fast as today's stuff, but fast 
enough to pogo too. Members of some smaller Cali Punk bands make up this throw 
back. Very DI and TSOL-ish. This is the best straight up Punk band of the issue. Go 
out and try and find this, you won't be sorry. (CD)-Myk 


Pretty Polly "Live From CBGB's" (Pretty Polly, POB 305, Lawrence, NY 11559). Long 
Island's own Pretty Polly are back once again with yet another demo tape which this 
time finds the group pumping out their sort of poppy, guitar focused alterna tunes at 
New York City's legendary CBGB's. | was rather curious to hear how this band holds 
up in a live environment, and | was rather satisfied with the results. Tracks such as 
"Rotten" and "Placebo" feature Pretty Polly laying down a solid rhythm section, early 
era Nirvana like chord arrangements, and yes, Rob G's vocals which switch back and 
forth between a melodic singing style and (another Nirvana comparison) Kurt Cobain 
inspired blood curling screams. Don't let the Nirvana comparisons fool you, Pretty Polly 
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do have a sound of their own.(Cassette)-Alex 


Prohibition "Towncrier" (Prohibited, France). This is a disc | got from a guy who does 
azine in France. Anybody who might speak French should get in touch and I'll give 
you the info as it looks like a good zine. The band sounds a lot like a mix between 
Primus and Fugazi with just a touch of Into Another thrown in. This is all to be 
expected, since it seems that the music abroad is always based on US influences. The 
music and musicianship are good, especially the horn player. The distribution on the 
other hand is not great here, so keep your eyes open. This will be hard to find, but you 
will enjoy it once you do.(CD)-Myk 


Proscriptor "The Venus Bellona" (CMI/, POB 1881, 581 17 Linkoping, Sweden). This 
is a cross between traditional European Goth and Scottish folk lore. The lyrics seem 
real interesting as does the Goth angle, but the mixture with the strong baroque and 
the traditional Scottish instruments make for an ear full of mush. The two do not mix 
well. | wouldn't recommend this to anyone, even those into this genre.(CD)-Myk 


The Revelators "We Told You Not To Cross Us..."(Crypt, 1409 W. Magnolia, 
Burbank, CA 91506). Recorded live to 1 Track (sure, why the hell not??7), three cats 
from Missouri bombard our ears with some okay lo-fi Punk 'n’ Roll, kickin’ out the same 
ol' trashy stuff that covers all the usual topics (chicks, cars, guns... you know the deal). 
Bands like The Revelators are a dime a dozen these days, but fans of The Gories, The 
Oblivians and Guitar Wolf will definitely dig this raunch.(CD)-Joe 


Sanity Assassins "Resistance Is Useless?" (Retch, 49 Rose Crescent, Woodvale 
Southport, Merseyside, England PR8 3R2). Don't let the cover fool you. It looks like 
a Death Metal cover. On the disc you get 17 blazing early '80s Punk numbers. Straight 
forward 3-chord mayhem with raring guitar blast. Cool.(CD)-Spag 


Satan's Pilgrims "Around the World With..." (Empty, POB 12034, Seattle, WA 
98102). Oh.... the intense sound of reverb twanging out of that guitar! This record is 
an inter-nation surf record. Most songs are covers but | overlooked that initially. 
Includes great Surf versions of "The Godfather," "Wave," and many others. A great 
record to cruise around with the top down on the way to the beach, or home from the 
bar. This record will put you in a trance.(CD)-Spag 


Scissorfight "Guaranteed Kill" (Wonderdrug, no address given). Beefy! Crankin'! 
Superior! This disc which immediately won me over after my first listen. This group 
hailing from New Hampshire shocked me with their extremely muscular crunchy 
chords, near Death Metal -- but not too growled out -- vocals. Scissorfight play some 
psychotic, scorching Helmet oriented stuff that brings to mind the band's Strap It On 
days. Song titles are very creative, with names like "Supervirgin Vs. The Death 
Machine," "Helicopter Killing Cottonmouth," and "Fine Me." "Guaranteed Kill" is intense 
and violent. This is one of the best new bands I've heard this year. Pick this up and 
drool all over it. Be sure to clean disc with handi-wipe afterwards.(CD)-Alex 


Serpico "Rumble" (Equal Vision, POB 14, Hudson, NY 12543). It seems like this band 
just keeps kickin’ out records. Well, that's ok if they keep them as good as this. This 
is the best of the East Coast Emo Pop bands. They are happy musically, but just as 
deep lyrically, not to mention a great Cranberries’ cover. This is the band formerly 
known as Sleeper for all of you not in the know, and they still do a lot on the local 
circuit. They are a group that needs and deserves your support. So go check this out 
and be one of the cool hip scenesters.(CD)-Myk 


Servotron "Spare Parts" (Amphetamine Reptile, 2645 1st Ave S., Minneapolis, MN 
55408). Humans beware! Servotron are a bunch of runaway robots looking to takeover 
the world. This EP of remixes and live recordings is a must have for fans of Devo like 
music. One of the robots was (or is?) in Man or Astroman. My favorite Servotron song 
is on here, "| Am Not," which is about Vikki from Small Wonder the television show. 
Very good, but | think | like this because | work with computers!! (CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Shades Apart "Seeing Things” (Revelation POB 5232. Huntington Beach. CA 92615). Not 
only are these guys a bunch of nice guys, (a term that is usually used to describe a band that 
sucks). but this band fuckin’ rules. | love this band and I'm glad this release is as solid as the 
Jast. | brought this record and | wouldn't normally buy any Revelation records these days. This 
shit 1s that good. Shades Apart are melodic vocally hard-hitting. and the best Emo band 
around. | really don't like calling them "Emo" but | have to -- this record has passion and 
emotion. something most bands lack. | could tell they play from their hearts and not the book 
That's why you should buy this. it's from the heart. Great job boys (CD)-Spag Snapcase 
"Progression Through Unlearning” (Victory. POB 146546. Chicago, IL. 60614) | like 
Snapcase Rhythmically they have an early Helmet sound, tight and sparse at times. Not as 
much harmonics as one would expect from these guys A very thick sound as compared to 
their EP Steps. The CD jacket looks great, and this also includes a CD-ROM style video. for 
those of you computer fiends, but it's presentation isn't so great (CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Shades Apart "Seeing Things" (Revelation, POB 5232, Huntington Beach, CA 
92615). Holy shit! Is this the same band? This is 1000 times better than the last record, 
and | loved that one. The feeling and emotion of this record is unsurpassable. This is 
chunky Emo stuff with just a hint of pop to it. Mean enough to still be called Punk, but 
mellow enough to not attract the hard guy listener. The recording and mixing are right 
on, and if Rev can get them on a good tour, Shades Apart will be the next Punk 


“Dream be graceful with an 


nest-as-white-paint 


voice that rolls and poses itself impeccably, 


Lauren Hoffman is ... instantly noticeable... 


reveling in rural mysteries.” 


—Puncture 


“Only nineteen, Hoffman might 


not have long to wait 


before her star takes off.... 


Hoffman has the stuff.”. —Smug 


The debut album featuring 
“Rock Star” 
On tour forever. 
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supergroup. Don't be left out, join the oh so cool elite. Buy this fuckin’ record. 
NOW!(CD)-Myk 


Shai Hulud "A Profound Hatred of Man" (Crisis, POB 5232, Huntington Beach, CA 
92615). Some really dark artwork accompanies this EP on Revelation's baby company. 
Rich, solid melodies, that are touching at times, with a desperate throat ripping vocalist 
layered over. At times reminds me of Tim Singer, maybe doing vocals over Lifetime. 
This is an interesting piece, since it is an EP you should check it out. It's probably 
cheap. | would really like to hear more from this band, but this is a great start.(CD)-Myk 


Slapshot “Old Tyme Hardcore" (Taang!, 706 Pismo Ct, San Diego, CA 92109). 
Another year, another album, and another line-up. Is there anybody left in Boston that 
hasn't been in Slapshot? There was a time | couldn't wait for the new Slapshot to come 
out. Then they signed to We Bite, and that was the end of that. Back on Taang! and the 
hockey crew is trying to return to old form. Musically they have almost done that. Fast 
catchy riffs and a pounding snare drum. Good stuff, but then comes the vocals. 
Choke's voice has held up about as well as ice cream in the sun. It's sad ‘cause this 
could be a really good record, but the vocals | once so looked forward to are now what's 
wrecking an otherwise good piece. (CD)-Myk 


Snapcase “Progression Through Unlearning" (Victory, POB 146546, Chicago, IL 
60614). This is one band that has matured leaps and bounds. This is the best thing 
they have recorded with this line-up. (The 7" had a different line-up). Less chunk than 
in previous efforts and more focus on technique, which is very apparent from note one. 
This is almost stepping up to be a progressive Hardcore record, but it is still a little too 
heavy for that. Ten tracks from the kings of moshcore that prove that they may be even 
more capable than they have proven in the past. They were also really good when they 
opened for SOIA recently. Look for big things from these guys as they grow up even 
more. This is really good. (Never thought you'd hear that from me did you?)(CD)-Myk 


The Sonics "Sinderella" (Bomp! POB 7112, Burbank, CA 91510). To set the record 
straight, even if | wasn't the first guy to rediscover the fiery Punk Rock 'n’ Roll of '60's 
garage legends The Sonics, I'll be damned to Pluto if anyone thinks these guys. haven't 
influenced my musical tastes in the utmost way. From the moment | laid the needle on 
my original copy of !!/Here Are The Sonics!!!, their bare knuckled approach had me 
hooked like a Great White Shark gnawing on a piece of chum. They were raw, wild, 
raucous, LOUD and let their dirty minds do the talkin’, God bless 'em, the embodiment 
of what the true Rock 'n' Roll spirit is really about. Which uh, comes to this strange 
release of the sessions recorded in 1980 featuring lead howler and keyboard smasher 
Gerry Roslie teaming up with a group of studio (7???) musicians who look like a bunch 
of refugees from a Loverboy convention (remember them??? Good, I'm glad you 
didn't). Damn, Gerry even looks a bit like ELVIS on the cover.... not the 
young-girls-throwing-panties-in-his-face ELVIS, but the ol’ pill-poppin’-fried-peanut- 
butter-'n'-banana-sandwich-eatin’ ELVIS (whom I've always liked more for his 
half-baked kung fu moves and overall schmaltziness). I'll have to admit though, | really 
do like the newer versions of classics like "He's Waiting," "Shotdown," "Boss Hoss" 
and Gerry back in true screaming form with the revamped "Cinderella" (oops, now it's 
"Sinderella." Ooh, spooky) and the faux Sonics even kick out a out a mean cover of 
"Tallahassee Lassie," yet all this rehashing left one question in my mind -- was my 
hero Gerry Roslie gonna hit the oldies circuit with these guys??? More importantly, DID 
HE??? | hope not, and if he ever plans on doing such a thing hopefully he'll bring some 
youngbloods like The Makers or The Swingin’ Neckbreakers out with him. Those who 
are curious can try it out, but | recommend it to diehard Sonics fans only (CD)-Joe 


Sonipath "Heavy Hooks" (Flatten'em, 247 Maple Ave., Studio 2A, Rockville Centre, 
NY 11570). Imagine the guitar crunch of a slowed down Pantera crossbreeding with 
Les Claypoolish bass playing and some melodic, spacey six string riffs here and there 
and what you get is Sonipath's realm of sound. Actually this band maintains the 
originality factor despite being possibly influenced by certain artists. Along with some 
tight musicianship, songs like "WWW." a track about the seedier, darker side of the 
Web, along with "Triple Barrel" feature interesting vocals that tend to rotate between 
a clear middle range delivery and a kind of pissed (yet not really too angry) delivery 
that flows smoothly. After a few listens this sort of grew on me. Not bad.(CD)-Alex 


Thumbnail "Red! Dead!" (Headhunter. 4901-906 Morena Blvd. San Diego CA 92117-3432) 
Pretty frantic guitar Rack from these boys. Can be compared to Drive Like Jehu and still be 
standing. The do both heavy and mellow (ala "Insect Sex Trap" as well as "An Anthem To 
Everything"), So far al! Thumbnail material has been given Noiz Approved (CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Time's Up "Discernment" (Chainsaw Safety. POB 260318. Bellerose. NY 11426). Brutal 
fuckin’ Metalcore Three songs that could either make Metal or Hardcore fans go absolutely 
beserk. Gruff vocals with off time music... this could have just as easily been on Earache 
Great record (7")-Myk 


Trans Megetti "Steal The Jet Keys" (Art Monk Construction, POB 6332, Falls 
Church, VA 22040). This is the shit. Mixes Pop Punk, with Serpico type Emo, and noise 
AmRep style. The vocals are harried and desperate while the guitar is precise and 
sharp. The drummer pounds away to a constant high paced beat that makes this the 
perfect release. Will definitely appeal to you Jade Tree and Dischord fans, but all you 
sappy mutha fuckas should check this out.(CD)-Myk 


44 


Trust Obey "Fear And Bullets" (POB 45182, Kansas City, MO 64171). This is a bad 
Midwest Industrial band, with but one point of interest. All the lyrics and the cover art 
are done by Jim O'Barr of Crow fame. That's the only reason | was interested. This is 
for the comic collectors, the music sucks. (CD)-Myk 


VIA "All For One, One For All: A Benefit For Roger Miret" (Grand Theft Audio, 501 
West Glenoaks Blvd, Suite 313, Glendale, CA 91202). So what if this is old! It still 
represents a good fuckin' cause! Giving money freely to pay for sky high medical 
expenses Roger accumulated with a broken back. That should alone be a reason to 
buy this. But wait, there's more! 48 tracks more! All donated by the bands for this 
cause. Almost all songs are live, demo and/or previously unrealeased. Stalag 13, Lost 
Generation, Adrenalin OD, White Cross, and the Accused, just to mention a few. The 
quality isn't great always, but that isn't the point. Good music, great cause. Get off your 
suburban ass and pick up a copy!(CD)-Myk 


VIA "Amplexus" (Projekt, POB 1591, Garden Grove, CA 92842). This is a CD 
collection -- three limited edition works by the best that Projekt has to offer. The songs 
on this collection are all taken from a series of limited edition 3" CDs. The artists are 
Vidna Obmana, Steve Roach, and Thom Brennan and these are some of the best 
pieces | have ever heard in this genre. Melodramatic space ambience that just lifts you 
out of your seat and takes you to those places that just L. Ron Hubbard frequented. 
Projekt continues to be at the forefront of the electronic field, and this is no exception. 
Mood music they wish they had in the '60's to go with their lava lamps.(CD)-Myk 


VIA "Bad Girls Go To Hell" (Munster, Apdo. 18107-28080 Madrid, Spain). BAD 
GIRLS!!! WILD GIRLS!!! HOT GIRLS!!! CRAZY GIRLS!!! SPANISH GIRLS??? Yep, 
it's a battle between two of Spain finest feline female fronts, The Pussycats vs. The 
Besttias!!! So rapscallion, what's the verdict??? Well, | really dig The Pussycats 
meowrrific melding of trash-o-rama and old school Punk (they rip The Plasmatics’ 
"Butcher Baby" to shreds) plus they seem like the type of gals that might add some 
sauce to my now functioning new and improved ENCHILADA!!! Hmm, | guess the 
voodoo worked!!! ENCHILADAS!!! ENCHILADAS!!! Yes Virginia, | am an idiot!!! As for 
The Besttias, they've got a couple of nice looking babes in their lineup as well, but the 
tuneage they barely crank out comes off like a weaker version of the Runaways and L7 
sharing a defective oral dam -- sorry gals. The Pussycats win this one hands down -- 
hey, are there anymore cool girl bands across the great Atlantic waterway? If there are, 
send us your stuff, baby!!!(CD)-Joe 


VIA "European Hardcore: The Way It Is" (Lost and Found, Bunteweg 1-30900 
Wedemark, Germany). This is a 31 track sampler of the Euro bands on Lost and 
Found. They stole the name from an old NYC comp, and that's about what you get. 
The descriptions of every band compare them to some old US band, because that is 
exactly what they sound like. There is a reason why US bands do so well over there, 
but their bands never come here. This is fairly inexpensive, and there are a couple of 
really good songs. Who knows? You might like one of the songs enough to check out 
the full lengths.(CD)-Myk 


VIA "Mondo Drive-In" (Blood Red Vinyl and Discs, 2134 NE, Portland, OR 97212). 
This label puts out some good Surf/hot rod records. On this 16 song Surf comp you get 
great songs by Satan's Pilgrims, Boss Martins, and the Chesterfield Kings. This comp 
showcases the three sounds of surf; The Ventures’ style, Beach Boys sound, and the 
space age Surf sound. A very diverse comp, so you won't get bored.(CD)-Spag 


VIA "It Comes From The East" (Intensive Scare, POB 142, New York, NY 10002). A 
sampler from one of the best NYC Punk labels going. Showcases one song from each 
of the bands this label has done stuff with. Comes with a magazine size booklet with 
a page each dedicated to the bands. Bands include Furious George, Yum Yum Tree, 
Ism, and the mighty Electric Frankenstein just to name a few. Well worth the cover 
price for all you wannabe Lower East Siders. Hey, | don't live there either.(CD)-Myk 


VIA "Legends of Metal: A Tribute To Judas Priest" (Century Media, 1453-A 14th #324, 
Santa Monica, CA 90404). This is the watered down American version of a two CD 
Japanese set. What, we don't rate good enough for the rest? Fuck CM for not thinking 
we can handle or want the rest. The only songs they bothered to bring over were songs 
by the bands on their label, and of course, the big bands that can sell. Stand out tracks 
are Helloween, Kreator, and the best cover of the '90's, Mercyful Fate doing "The 
Ripper." Find this collection, but get the Japanese version if you can. If you can't, try 
and find this used and send a message that we are playing into their money making 
schemes.(CD)-Myk 


VIA "Pebbles Vol. 9" and "Pebbles Vol. 10" (AIP, PO Box 7112, Burbank, CA 91510). 
The original Pebbles vinyl series was a true garage punker's dream; all this raw, 
obscure and dreadfully overpriced music compiled together for less then the price of 
a dimebag of good ganja. Not to mention that a zillion Garage bands from all over the 
world have pillaged these archives to the dry bone, covering many of the unheralded 
classics that grace these discs. Ever since AIP began compiling these much beloved 
comps on digital coffee coaster format, even those not wise enough to realize that 
turntables still exist can now also indulge in the evil pleasures of some of the most 
exciting music ever made. Vol, 9 covers the Southern California scene of the sixties by 
kicking it off in the coolest way with Ty Wagner's "I'm A No Count" and works its way 
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through 24 juicy tracks of fuzz Punk glory and true psychedelic bliss (not of the hippy 
kind mind you - see the Poppy Family review for details), several of the many 
highlights here being The Good Feelins, The Nervous Breakdowns, Mom's Boys (they 
also appeared on the Riot On Sunset Strip soundtrack), a band called Children Of the 
Mushroom (wowwww, grooovy mannnn), Thee In Set and a rare Beatlesque track by 
the Standells thrown in for extra coolness factor. Vo/. 10 gets even rawer with The 
Bold's classic "Gotta Get Some" (what a great fucking song!!!) and features choice cuts 
by The Breakers, The Loved Ones, The Others (Jeff and Steve McDonald of Redd 
Kross in another life??? Probably not, but it sure sounds like them singing), The 
RPM's, some truly psychedelic dementia from The Kidds and The Regiment and 
ending in proper fashion with The Gonn's "Doin' Me In", a song that has to be one of 
the most primally brutal songs ever recorded, totally ruling above all else. No wonder 
their original records are going for as much as $500 a pop (I'm not shitting you, 
kiddies). All this and liner notes by Garage/Power Pop guru Greg Shaw to set you on 
the right track - what more could you ask for? Well maybe a girl who looks like Nancy 
Sinatra in The Wild Angels, mmm mmm good!!!(both"on CD)-Joe 


VIA "The Roots Of Power Pop" (Bomp!, POB 7112, Burbank, CA 91510). Forget about 
everyone else, leave itto Greg Shaw to know the true roots of Power Pop. After all, he 
was the man who helped bring this combination of sugar coated melody mixed with 
Punk Rock energy into the distorted view of the late '70's music scene (he originally 
started Bomp! in 1974 with a Flamin’ Groovies 7" as his first release), yet contrary to 
what I've recently read in a clueless yet highly fashionable magazine (by the way, if this 
magazine is looking for a real music editor, my going price is $50K a year -- tax free, 
of course), why the hell would someone doing an article on Power Pop fail to even 
mention Greg Shaw and Bomp! Records? Although Mr. Shaw decided to call this great 
collection The Roots Of Power Pop, he also pays homage to his love for Punk, Garage 
and Surf music by mixing in bands like The Barracudas, The Zeros, The Pandoras and 
The Last with better known Power Pop icons like The Plimsouls, The Romantics (yeah, 
| laughed too, but their first single was actually pretty good), The Shoes and the 
aforementioned Flamin’ Groovies, once again proving that nearly everything in Rock 
'n' Roll music is related regardless of what "genre" (God, what a one-dimensional word 
that is) a band is lumped into, save a few exceptions. Major bonus points get scored 
here for adding "Now You Know’ by the late great Real Kids, one of my all time favorite 
bands and just one of the many reasons why you should search far and wide to score 
this essential comp -- it's become a permanent fixture in my boom box. Maybe | should 
send one to the guy who wrote that article...nahhhh, maybe not. If he didn't get it right 
the first time, then he never will. Heh, heh, heh....(CD)-Joe 


VIA "Show and Tell: A Stormy Remembrance Of TV Theme Songs" (Which, POB 659, 
Village Station, New York, NY 10014). Well this is one hell of a compilation. The 
Meatmen playing "Greene Acres" and then "Mission:Impossible." Agent Orange plays 
“Get Smart," Manic Hispanic cover "Gilligan's Island," and 31 other tracks. Some other 
great tracks here are performed by The Bollweevils ("Good Times"), and Latex 
Generation ("The Jeffersons") to just name a few. But the biggest reason the get this 
is to hear Todd Bridges and the Whatchu Talkin ‘Bout Willis Experience playing 
“Different Strokes". This one speaks for itself. (CD)-Mr. Noiz 


V/A "“Skankin' In the Pit" (Hopeless, POB 7495, Van Nuys, CA 91409-7495), Punk 
Ska is somewhat of a new trend amongst new bands. The sound overall is tired and 
any band who feels they need a place on the map takes this route. Not to dis any band 
on this comp, but this type of music is pretty boring. No band here is good enough to 
play straight-forward ska, so essentially they're all Punk bands with horns. The best 
songs on this comp are Mustard Plug's "The Beer Song," Slapstick's "The Park," Snail 
Ramp's "A Pizza Already," and Japan's answer to Op Ivy, Duck Missile. Bottom line is 
if you're 16 and love this genre of music this is for you and your little girlfriend with the 
cute school girl outfit.(CD)-Spag 


VIA "This ls Bad Taste: The Ultimate Punk Party" (Bad Taste, Stora Sodergatan 38, 
222 23 Lund, Sweden). This a collection that finally lives up to its name. A 
Swedish/American collaboration many of these tracks are previously unreleased and 
that is enough reason to get it. The big surprise is the Swedish group Astream; they 
fuckin’ kick ass. It's quite an accomplishment with bands like Ten Foot Pole, Satanic 
Surfers, and 88 Fingers Louie to compare with. I've been saying for a while now that 
the Swedes have that Punk Rock thing down, and this would be a great starting point 
for anyone interested. The Europeans may rip off all the US bands, but the Swedes are 
beatin’ us down.(CD)-Myk 


VIA "Uniao Lisboa Records Sampler" (No address given). Four Portugese bands 
peddle their wares. A good mix of early '90's and late ‘80's Metal with a bunch of 
reviews to prove it. I've heard all of this before, guess there isn't much going on in the 
Portugese music scene. It isn't bad but you don't need it. Flood, Ramp, Primitive 
Reason, and Polo Norte are the bands in case you care. (CD)-Myk 


VIA "Violent World: A Tribute To The Misfits" (Caroline, 104 West 29th St., 4th Floor, 
New York, NY 10001). Fourteen tracks of Misfits covers, as if you didn't know. This 
disc features some of the biggest groups going today, including SOIA, Farside, 
Snapcase, Earth Crisis, and Shade Apart. This is.a really good effort, but | just think 
bands like Pennywise are too happy to do Misfits covers. All in all, you know the songs 
are good, you know the bands are good, and some of the covers are excellent. You 
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should probably go out and score yourself a copy, it's fairly worth while.(CD)-Myk 


VIA "Viva La Vinyl Vol. 2" (Dead Beat, POB 283, Los Angeles, CA 90078). Ahh, | love 
vinyl...uh, records that is. The people at Dead Beat love vinyl so much that included 
in their band booklet (ahh, | love band booklets that come with comps) is an 
abbreviated history on the history of vinyl records, an explanation on how records are 
made and an essay on "Vinyl vs. CDs and Their Impact On Class Separation." An 
appropriate way to start a solid fuckin’ comp with some choice bands -- The Motards 
slop it up as per usual, Naked Aggression (one of the few HC punk bands that | still 
like) slamming your face into the pavement with their heartwarming rendition of The 
Damned's "Love Song" (ahh | love Machine Gun Etiquette -- I'm so fucking full of love, 
ain't it sickening???), The Statics covering The Dwarves all fast'n’ ugly like, The Drags 
tearin' up the 1/4 mile in record time, the high energy Mod-Hate-Punk of The Gain 
(think of The Jam wired to ratty distortion pedals all jacked up on crystal meth -- that's 
how gfeat they are, no fuckin’ lie), yet another legacy from Japan's once-mighty 
Teengenerate (this one being a live shredding of "Sex Cow") and loads of assorted 
crap that really didn't get my goat but might get yours, eh??? Yes, it may be true that 
poor saps like you and | have to succumb to standardized technologies such as digital 
coffee coasters and the machines that play them, but the purist in me can only agree 
with Tom Dead Beat's exclamation at the end of his essay: VIVA LA VINYL 
MOTHERFUCKERS'!!!(LP)-Joe 


VIA Gob/Another Joe "As Seen On Tv" (Mighty Idy, POB 7756, Clearwater, Fl 
346 18-7756). This CD was just revolting to look at. You open the fucker up and there's 
a bunch of pictures of both of the band's asses. There's even backviews of some guy's 
ball sack as well, just plain yucky!!! Music wise | couldn't tell the two groups apart 
because they sound like they very much want to be Rancid, but don't want to put any 
time into writing some decent lyrics. This is run of the mill Pop Punk from a bunch of 
ugly asses, and | mean that quite literally (CD)-Groovy 


VIA Steve Roach/ Vidna Obmana "Cavern of Sirens" (Projekt, POB 1591, Garden 
Grove, CA 92842). This is a collaboration between two of the best known minimualist 
composers to date. While this record is very atmospheric, and high quality, it does not 
live up to the expectations set forth from these two artists. The last efforts from both 
were far superior and evoked more of a feeling of nature and a closeness with it. The 
packaging is an amazing gate fold digi-pack and the CD contains 5 tracks and almost 
75 minutes. As far as this genre goes this is still a tremendous CD, but for these two 
artists it is a step down.(CD)-Myk 


The Van Pelt "Sultans Of Sentiment" (Gern Blandsten, POB 346, Rivers Edge, NJ 
07652). This is really good. Someone told me this was pretentious Indie Rock, and | 
might agree, but that's the type of music that | like. The first half of the album is 
amazing. Upbeat songs like "My Bouts Are Pouncing,” and "Yamato, Where People 
Really Die,” are what The Van Pelt have mastered. "Pocket Of Pricks," and "The List" 
confirms my own references to the VP as the Tom Pettys of Indie Rock. The guitar tone 
is sort of jazzy at times and sounds really full in a Roland Jazz guitar amplifier sort of 
way. In all, this is still a great record from a great band. Some songs are mellow, and 
are great, but | like my Van Pelt upbeat.(CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Vidna Obmana "Twilight Perception” (Projekt, POB 1591, Garden Grove, CA 92842). 
This is a collection of rare and live stuff from one of the kings of what | call 
“Environmental Ambient." He keeps putting stuff out but it is never quite the same. He 
is totally tapped into his own little world, and shows you a piece of it with every new 
track. With no real way to describe this music, it reminds you of a forest..... or maybe 
a massage. It evokes a feeling of being any way you currently are not. Great meditation 
music. You don't need every piece this guy has ever done, but you should check out 
at least one. This would be a great one to pick.(CD)-Myk 


Walk the Talk "Through The Garden Of Temptation" (Headstrong, 155 East 47th St. 
Suite 8B, New York, NY 10017). Walk the Talk are basically a throwback to ‘80s Metal. 
You can hear all their influences. There's a mix of Dokken (rhymes with rockin’), Dio 
(sort of), and don't forget all those ballady bands. | guess this is a mix of Dream 
Theater and Hootie and the Blowfish. The vocals are kind of whiny. This would have 
been really good about 14 years ago. Rip Van Winkle Rock (CD)-Mr. Noiz 


The Weaklings "Learn How to Dance" (Junk, POB 1474, Cypress, CA 90630). 
Portland's answer to the New Bomb Turks, and shit, these guys got it down to a 
science. The Bittersweet split with the Jimmies rocked. This 7" kicks even more. 
"Mystery Dance” is a gem. If you like Punk Rock n' Roll like the Turks and Nine Pound 
Hammer. You should buy this and other fine releases from these guys.(7")-Spag 


Xysma "Let's Spend The Night With..." (Relapse, POB 251, Millersville, PA 17551). 
This is something new for Relapse, an alterna-Hard Rock album. Lots of chord 
progressions and some southern growled vocals. It is hard to classify this group with 
anything else other than what | already did. | would say there is some '80's influence 
in there, as well as Lynyrd Skynyrd and a little Punk Rock. This is a great Helmet- 
esque not describable listen. Pronounced "ziszma."(CD)-Myk 
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nsb8220@is4.nyu.edu 


SELL US YOUR CDS! CD Warehouse in Rockville 
Centre will pay top dollar for acceptable used discs. 
We have over 10,000 used CDs priced et $5.99 to 
$8.99. Join our email information list by emailing 
CDWhseNY @aol.com. CD WAREHOUSE, 222 
Merrick Rd, Rockville Centre, NY (516) 678- 
9445. 


PHONE PRANKS! | have Spy Store VOICE 
CHANGING “HONES FOR SALE. Offers a range 
of 8 pitches nigh te low You can sound like Satan 
or Cookiepuss! $150 ppa cneck or MO. to: S.R., 
P.O. Box $9. Nesconset, NY 17767. Also 
available: “Negro Balls Crank ‘Calis” tape using the 
voice changer, $7. 


JFK’s HEAD BLOWN OFF BY THE DRIVER? 
Crystal clear Zapruder film with NO FRAMES 
MISSING shows the Secret Service driver turn and 
shoot JFK. This tape coniains the film at real speed 
as well as various speed and frame by frame 
analysis. 90 minutes, $15 ppd clieck of MC. to: 
S.R., P.O. Box 99, Nesonset, NY 11767. 


ALIENS AMONG US? See what is reported to be 
arp) ACTUAL ALIEN ABDUCTION caught on home 
video! $15 ppd check or M.0 to: $.R., P. O. Box 
99, Nesconset, NY 11767. 


(VAGINAL) CLEANSING RITUAL coming to your 
home soon. Experimental Noise on NOTA comp, 
“What Barbara Liked Most About the Bahamas.” 


A NON-CRAP COMP featuring Rhythm Collision, 
Link 80, Backyard Phenomena, DNA, D.U.I., B. Lee 
Sand, and others, and many more to be named 
iater, out soon. Dead End Kids CL out now. P.C.’s 
“Underworld” tape out now. Beth bands got reviews. 
Yape $5, CD $8 pad. Free catalog: Kevin Allesee 
Records, P.G. Box 2510, Pt. Charlotte, FL 
33949. 
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ESTABLISHED PUNK ROCK BAND has lost 18 
drummers due to excessive Spam ingestion and 
emission. Need help please! Bring gas mask. Call 
Henry (516) 696-9817 Record label interest 
(interested in making a label). 


BANDS, LABELS...ARE YOU RELEASING A CD 
IN THE NEAR FUTURE? Have you considered 
Enhanced CD-Rom? Mornoiz Productions will help 
you create your CD-ROM. We're not a big 
production house, so it won't cost you an arm and 
leg. Webapges too! mornoiz@earthlink.net, 
Http://nome.earthlink.net/~mornoiz 


ATTENTION RECORD COLLECTOR GEEKS: | 
have something that'll make you wet your friggin’ 
pants. I'm selling the entire 7" catalogue by THE 
JAM!! That's right, every single they ever released, 
plus a white label promo and a flexi-disc. All have 
picture sleeves and all are in MINT condition, Super 
rare shit. I'm asking for best offer over $100 for all 
20+ records. For more info, call ED SKINNER @ 
(516) 781-1905. 


VAGRANT RECORDS 
2118 WILSHIRE BLVD. #361 
SANTA MONICA, CA 90403 


UP TO 50 WORDS $3 CASH 


4-SPEED OVERDRIVE Exp. Punk, Metal. New 
sample cassette only 4$. Videos available 10$. “We 
Hate Trendies” T-shirts are only 10$. Make checks 
out to Steve Cook, 4 Speed Overdrive c/o Steve, 
P.O. Box 11179, Hickory, NC 28603. 


GUITARIST LOOKING FOR 
MUSICIANS/VOCALIST for a side project. Very 
dynamic. Slint meets Spazz. Mellow at times to 
grindcore. Swing Kids, Judas Iscariot, June of 44. A 
strange mix indeed..... contact (516) 766-7445 


BLACKOUT: ELECTRONIC BANDS DRAIN 
LONG ISLAND’S POWER RESOURCES 
electronic compilation coming soon on None of the 
Above Records. Unreleased tracks from The 
Aggression, Blind, Controlled Bleeding, Deep Fried 
Clams, Dystopia One, FIL, Journey Into Darkness, 
Mindframe, Nefarius, Neo-Cyber-Christ, 
Poly-Morph, Psycho-Horror Side 3, and Vaginai 
Cleansing Ritual. 


EMAIL: VAGRANT1@SPRYNET.COM 
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Promotion & Marketing 
Colllege IRaclio 


National Press 


Label Representation 
(212) 564-4611 


Mimimus@aol.com 
http:/thewebslinger.com/miamind.htm 






































Music Marathon 


convention for 
: alt.rockers...” 
Lincoln Center -Time Out 
New York City 


“September 3-6, 1997 _ogeorpmeceeih 


: 4 Days 

| 4 Nights 

/ 50 Clubs 

_ 50 Panels 

600 Bands 

7000 Music Business Professionals 


: CMJ Music Marathon & MusicFest 97 
: 11 Middle Neck Road, Suite 400 : 

: Great Neck, NY 11021-2301 USA 

: General Information: (516) 498-3150 

: Registration: (516) 498-3142 


Fax: (516) 466-7161 
: Email: mminfo@cmjmusic.com 
: URL: http://www.cmj.com 


: [tlustration: Ron Burman 


CMJ NEW MUSIC MONTHLY... 


Get 12 issues & 12 CDs with over 70 minutes of each month's best new music for only $39.95. 
Call 800.CMJ.9997 for a free trial subscription’ 


(‘If after your first issue you're not satisfied, scribble “cancel” 
on your invoice and you owe cepotningh oe (0) 0) HAVE TO HEAR IT ae) BELIEVE IT! 





